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TITE REST OF THE WORDS OF BARUCHL

Thr present work is designed to draw attention to an im-
portant Imt hitherte mueh-neglected  fragment. of Apaealyptic
Bterntane which seems to me to he valuahbe, iy spite: of the cone
templions treatiment which 1t has met with at the hands of the
" erities, hoth to the Reclesiwstionl Historian and te the Christaan

Dognnatist ; to the former, on acconnt of the light which it throws
an one of the most ebseare periods v the growtl of the { ‘harveh,
that, viz,, which ineludes the revelt of the false Messialy; to the
jatter, beepusge it helps us fo see the manner in whieh one of the

pro. feading duetrines of the Christian Faith polarized the worshippers
' for and against itself (as almost cvery point of Christian doetrine
docs at some fime or other in the history of the Chureh), and
setfing a man at varianee spiritnally with his foliow bronght it to
pass that the sword came down in the honse itsclf tooseparate the
andecided and half-hearted from the convinecd and the faithful,
that the many who wers ealled might make way for the few who
were chosen.  And eertainly when we say that in this tract the
reader will hear the final farewell of the Church to the Synagugne,
and that the parting words will he goneerned with the deetrine of
the Divine Nature of Jeaus Chrisg, we have a right to ask for it a
closer and & more carcful pernsal than it has hitherto met with,
Nor is this the only reason why it shonld be made as ohject of
atteutive studg.  We heer much said now-a-days about  the
interpolation of Jowish Apocalypses hy Cthristians, and it hecomes
a very interesting matter for eritical study to determine how tar
such a tendency to thc absorption and republication of carfier
literary prodnctions prevailed in those centuries which wore

g wspecially marked by Apocalyptic activity, and in what manier
‘ that republication was commonly cffceted: for 1t 1s eertain that
e in the carly Christian literature we constantly disiiter fragments
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pa THE REST OF THE WORD»

of varlicr wockmanslip, and squally cortain that oeihing feads 1o
such rockless criticism as the nnskilled or halfskilled attempt 1o
dotach the cmbedded carlier form from its surroundings. The
present tract 18 onc in which we are able to point out not only, a8
1 have intimated nbove, the exact date of s publieation, bui a
great part of the varhier nuaterinl which the writer appropriated.
Wo ean wateh the hookmmker at his sk, and ean, so to speak,
mark the places where the soiwsors aud paste have been used
for this Apocalypse is the degencrate offspring of an illustrions
line, perhaps the very last seiou of a nnble house. The Apocalyptic
literature connected with Jeremiah and his companiens must have
heen cxtensive and popular, widely read and il of heunsehold
wordas and a great part of this litersinre i still extant, We
are therefore favonrably placed for the study of an intereating
problem i early religious teacling.

We may remark further that the Semitie and quasi-Semitie
literature is at its best in the region of Apocalypse: the historical
situations are better preserved because of the way in which
they have been disgnised ; the eipher in which the story was writ-
ten has prevented the toxt fram being tampered with.  Apoca-
lyptie writers do not deal in the Huttories which so often deface
ancient history.  Josephus, for cxample, writing of the expected
Mossiall and in the hope of pleasing his patrons, will have
Vespasian for his Coming One: but this adroit deviation from
popular belief would not be worth publication uniess it were
made known both to the prnces whem he desigoed to propitiate,
aud o the masses whom he proposed to enlighten. 1 he had
held a contrary epinion or wished to iuculeate it (for no one
knows what the real opinions of this agreesble diplomatist were)
he would have been obliged i0 write in allegory, eipher, er
Apocalypse, and for the few rather than the many. Vespasian
would have been an eagle or a dmgon, or a dense forest or some-
thing of the kind.  DBut we should at least he sure that we had
got at his real opinions, Apoealypses, then, are the trer by their
very falsity. The opininns which the writer disguises are his
genuine opinions.

" Further than this, they are his opinions, gonerally speaking,
apon burning questions. Apocalypses conecern themselves with
ihe most critical situations in the experiences of men and na-
tiong; they touch the deeper exigencies of life; they debate
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the inconeistencies of man’s eonceptions of (fod and the Universe;
they discourse on the Providence and Forc-ordination of the
Almighty, as it were, to His very face. St Panl is content 1o state
his belief that Adain sinhed and, ergo, all men sinned.  With the
Apocalyptic Baruch or Ezra, the calm theologieal statement be-
cowes o burning passionate question, “ O thou Adum! wherefore
hast thou sinned 17 In the samo way the decline of the Jewish
polity is predieted or recorded with wuch calmness by the
Apostles; “the wrath is eome upon them to the nitermest 18 the
aum total of it; an Apocalyplist, on the contrary, is spurred to
write not so much by the fact, as by griel over the fact. His
head must needs be waters, and his eyes a fountain of tears.
The highest national hopes, toe, find their expression in this
way: the coming of Moessinh, the fall of Rome, the end of a
captivity, the imminence of judgmenta,—all these things require
boted breath in the apeaker; and we hear him more clearly
becanse he whispere,  We know mere of the national aspirations
of the Jews from their Apocalypses than from all the histories
that are oxtant: which is the same as saying that Apocalypse s
one of the highest forms of historical record.

Our docmpent furnishes os, as we shall see, with an illustration
of the truth that ahinest all apocalyptic literature belongs to special
historical erises: there are very few haoks of this kind which do
not shew, in addition to disgnised facts, disguised figures; ithe
chranology is it cipher as well as the story: the number of years
to Mossinh’s kingdom and to the fall of the great Eagle must be
given, but not so that the great Eagle can read it Time, times
and half-a-time, says the Apocalyptist in answer to the passionate
‘How long, Lord” which is being repeated inwardly by the people,
anid then a convenient key is given, and some note which shall
epigrammatically attract attention, such as ¢ dvay vdoxwy voeiTe,
or o rude hexameter scrap, like

N8 & vobs 0 &ywy cgodlav.
, X

These crises in history and their associated revolutions in
thought fornish the Apocalyptic sitwation: and it 1s therefore
no surprise to us to find a redundance of this kind of literature
near the period calculated for the birth of the Messinh, or sub-
sequent to the fall of the city under Titus, or its further desolation
under Hadrian, But there is one further point which is not se

1—2
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svident and which does nut indeed He in the natuze of the onse,
but which is vory important for the appreciatimm of Jewish Apo-
clypses ; namely, the tendency which they shew to periodicity.
The apocalyptic is not merely a prophet; he has become #n by
taking n eyclieal view of the history of his people: that which
furnishes his time-key in determining the duration of n captivity
i the duration of n previcns captivity, Bo many flights of the
Phernix, ao wmany Jubilee periads, and thew human things will
return apon themselves. He expects God to repeat himself in
history, and the move soas he sces history repeating itsell It
wns inevitable that the SJows chould ndulge Messianie hapes
anvonty years after the eaptute of the city by Titus: and they
indulged them the more aetively as the soyenly yoears ran ant.

Nor wore they withont some eneouragement o this helief from
aetual event.  One of the things writton across Jewigh history was
the fatality eonnected with the 10th of Ab. We may get,vﬂnme
idea of the import of this duy hy reealling the langnage of Jose-
phus concerning it: " the fated round of times was come, the
tenth day of the menth Lons, on which aforctime the city had
heen burnt by the B:xhylnnians" { Bell. Tud. vi. 4.5). He does
nat hesitate to say that the time had been caleniated by God;
«one might rightly marvel at the acenracy of the eyele; for it
was the very same month and day on which the city was formerly
burnt by the Rabylomians ™ (Bell. Jud. vi. 4. 8).

So deeply was this day marked with black in their calendar
that there is reason to suspect that from that day to, this it has
been kept as a day of joourning both hy Jews and Christians.
With the Jews, of course, ilis is obvions: but the following comni-
aderations suggest that the Christinn Church also shared this
monening with them. The Greck Chnrel keeps 2 special memo-
rinl of the fall of the city on the 4th of November, and reads on
that day, as we <hall sce, a partion of the very Apocalypsc which
wo are engaged upon. But the gnestion naturally arises as &0
how a memorial designed for the Fall of the City came t0 he read
on this date, The anawer is that Ab, which is the cleventh month
of the Hebrew Calendar, has been roplnced by November, the
cleventh in the Julian year while some rcason not known 1o us
has displaced the day from the teuth to the fourth®. We may,

) We shall see hy and hye that onr Christisn foruch hae the month of Ab in his
mind as tho commencement of the Exile. According to the Talmud Bether was

eaplured on the Dl nf Al




¥ BARUGHE
therefore, suspect that Chiistians as well as Jows coneerned theias
selves to mote the fatal day! And it was incvitable that the
observed periodicity in the dated fortunes of the city should lead
to & belief that the period of oppression would also run parallel
with the history of the earlier Captivity. At all nvents this s a
sufficient explanation of the excited state of the Jews in the last
decade of the seventy years which followed the destruction of the
city. Perhaps a similar cousideration of other periods mentioned
in history or prophecy will furnish us the explanation of the
appcarance of the other Apocalyptists, Ezras, or Jeremiahs, or
Baruchs, This reasoning finds its confirmation when we procecd
to the cxamination of our own especial document.  We shall shew
presently that it is » disgniscd history of the 66th year afier the
fall of the city: and the meaning attached to the vumber 66 18
sufficiently evident from the fact that in many Mss. it has been
corrected to 70. The number was seen to belong to the close of o
cycle, what we may call the iron number of the captivity of Zion™
Woe will return to this point presently ; but before diseussing our
Christian Baruch more closely, it is as well to say a few words
aboné the earlier Apocalypses from which it is descended.

The Baruch literature begins, of course, with the Apocryphal
Baruch of the Old Testament, a work which is stifl much in dis-
pute, both 28 to the language iu which it was written and the
place and period to which it should be assigned. That it is pro-
Christian may, however, probably be assumed ; so that it differs
frutn the rest of the writings which bear the nawe of Baruch, all
of which belong te the period of the second Captivity (using this
term for the result of the Roman War nnder Vespasian and Titus).
At the same time this Apocryphal Baruch, though belonging to
an carlier period, furnishes the auggestion for the lator writings,
and it may be anticipated before comparison that there will be
numcrous paralielisms in thought and expression between the

! Woe observe that the Menscum heads the aervice for this day, Adiymots els v
Bpiwos Tov mpopirov Yepeudow wepl it "Tepovoadiu, xal es vy Ehwey Tarrys kal wepl
r#s exordoews "Afuérex. This of iteelf e atrongly gupgestive of the commenmoration
of the fata! dey, and the sllusion fo the lameotation of Jeremish shewa that our
tract has replaced an earlier book which was ured in the commenmoration rorviee,

. 1 The ehronological parallels have been strained by the Jews to the dotriment of
the history, 80 as to make the Hadrian war laat thres years and a half; the time of
the earlier hostilities: Renan rightly remarks (Origines. Vob, vi. p. 208, note) “eo
dernier chiE{e auspect; on a modelé lc siége de Déthor eur celui de Férusalem.”
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carly apocryphion, the pratotype, and the later brood,  But these
paralieltsms hardly come into aceount in what we arc oceupied
about, and it is sufficient to refer ta any of the gaod writers upon
Apocalyptic literature for yhe verification of the relations that
have been intimated.  We eall this book, for distinetion, the Apo-
eryphal Baruch (or simply Baruch}.

With the next book, whieh we eall the Apocalyptic Baruch, we
have moere to de; for not enly is it o very mmportant work, but, as
wa shall sce, the cormexion between it and our (hristian Baruch
is very marked. Tt was first published by Ceriani in Monumenta
Sacra et Profana, Tom. 1. fase 1, from a Syriae Ms. in the Ambro-
sian Library'; Ceriani at first resarved the Syriae for a future
edition of the Ol Testinent, and gave anly a Latin translation ;
but. in response to appeals whieh were made to him by various
cchalars, he printud the whole of the Syriae text in the fifth volume
of the Monumenta. Until Ceriani’s publication unthing was known
of this apoealyptic Barueh, except the lotter of Barueh at the elose
of the book, which is extant in many MsS. and has eoften been
printed. An examination of this book, n detall, is not within our
seope; it will be sullicient to cnumerate a few of the more definite
cosults whieh come to light when the processes ol eritieism are ap-
plissl 0 the book.  First of all, then, the writer was o Jew, and &
pious Jew, living in troublous times.  He lameuts many who have
deserted the Covenant and have cast from them the yoke of the
Law, bnt eonsoles himself on the other hand that there are many
s who have left their vanities and taken refnge vuder the shadow
of thy wings. The last expression is the proper one for indieat-
ing proselytism. For example, it is $he term used by the Jewish
Fathers in deseribing the persuasive pPowers of the good Hillel
“ the gentleness of Hillel brought us near under the wings of the
Shekinah ;7 wer shonhl we be wrong in iuferring that those
whe have deserted the law have done se under the influence
of an adverse prosclytism which is wpdermining or replacing
Judaism. The Law, too, s his last Jewish citadel, The eity was
in rins when he wrote (and we need searecly say that this desola-
tion was not that of the Babylonian Captivity), and in the face of
this disaster, the only religions anchorage was the Law; we know
well the zcal with which the Jew turned in his exile from the

1 The m#. is raid to be asa old sa the aixth cent, 1ta cinas mark is B, 21 Inf,
Ceriani haa given n lithagraphic apecimen of it
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Holy Uity o the pagus of bis holy book . = Uuless thy law)” winii]
Zion, “had been my delight, 1 should then have perished 1u oy
affliction.” To hold fast by the Law is the main precept; and the
mere so, because the end must be near: we puss nway, but the
Law remains. The end of all things is at hand; the pitcher i
near the fountain, the ship almost in the harbour, the journey has
the eity in sight, life speeds to its ending: preaching and peni-
tence, alms and intercession have had their aliotted scasan.  Sueh
is the final sentiment of the apoealyptie writer, after he has given
his views of the Messianic Kingdam, of the fall of Rome, of the
futire world and other matters which press upon the mind of the
{od-fearing peeple.

And it is not diffieult to sce the period to which this lamenta-
tiom belongs,  He is a pious Jew of the tune of the desertion of
Zion ; how long after the year A.D. 70 he tived and wrote is more
Aifficult to decide, and indeed no one has handled this point with
adcquate elcarness.  We will indieate presently the chicf opinions
which have been held.

Not only is the writer a Jew, but he is a Palestine Jew,~ n
Jerusalom Jew, we may say with a good degree of eenfidence.
He is aequainted with the Hely City end its surroundings.  The
imagined Barueh, for examiple, reeeives a word from the Lord
(c. 21) ‘to go and sit in the valley of the Kedron in a cave of the
carth ;' how did he know that the Kedron valiey was full of caves ?
In c. 47 he says; “Lo! T am going to Hebron, for thither hath the
strong Lord sent me;” he does not say, “I amn going from Jeru-
salem to Hebron;™ the eity is takon for granted in the story. Adil
g this, that Hebren would hardly be known out of Palestine
The writer is a Jew, dwelling in the neighbourhoed at Teast of the
Holy City ; we do not know how far the actual right of dwelling
in the eity or its environs was restricted at this time; it eannot
have been eompletely forbidden, for that is a regulation which
history shews and our later Baruch confirms to have heen the resalt
of the revolt of Bar-Cochba. We shall shew presently that the
Christian Barueh was also written in the city or near it

Returning to the question of the time when the Apoealyptic
Baruch was written, we observe that those who have watten on
the subject have dealt with (1) its similarity to another, even
more famous Apoealypse, the fourth book of Bzea; (2) the evi-
denecs of the ipflucnees of Christian Seriptures upou the writer;

t



8 Hie st uF THE WoRDS

{3y the actual notes of thine which it contains; (£) the dact that 1
8 quoted in the secomd contnry by Papias.  For exampie: the
conmexion hetween fourth Ezra and the Apoealypse of Barueh,
both in ideas and lauguage, is nndoubted. P Hafstede de Groot
in his work on Basilidea' determines the date of the fourth book of
Ezra to be a.n. 07 (reign of Nerva), and he decides, in agreement
with Volkmar, that at this time the Gospel of John wos elther
nuwritien, or current only in a Jimited cirele. Then in a note he
roinarks that shortly hefore $th Ezra there appeared the Apocalypse
of Baruch, n work aiginally written in Greek, but transnitted to
nx only i Syriac, which is Iater than the destruetion of the temple,
earlier than Papias, and has references to Matthew, Tatke and
Romang.  And this Apoealypse he aflirms to be the work of a
Jew.  De Grool’s conelnsions niny be traversed, perhaps, ou somne
points, and we are not concerncd to defend them ;) the connexion,
however, between P Kz wnd Apocal. Baruch whicl he remarks
in recognized by other writers; and the only question iy whether
Apoenl, Barnch or Pu. Wz is the earhicr,

Fritzsche on the other b, in his aceonnt of the Apoeryphal
ooks of the Old Testament (Lips 1871, will hiave it that the
Apocalypse is written not g alter the fdl of the city, Thisisn
good deal enrtier than De Groet’s estimate, 11 Bwald® argues the
date ssanething as follows in his review of the carhier nminbers of
Corini's Mownmenta. Ve points ont that in e, 28 the reckoning
from the destrnetion of the eity to the expeeted Mossiah s “two
parts weeks of seven weeks which he interprets to mean, in ac-
cordanee with Hebrow parlance, iwo-thirds of 49 years: thus bring-
ing us to the year 103 (704 249). But then sllewing for twelve
}wriml§ of final tribmlation through which tho world must pass
front the bime when the book i written nntil the end of the age,
he snbtrets 12 vears and so brings us back to the year 810§t
will be evident that this process of calenlation and sub-ealenlation
j very mneertain; amd the sne thing st be said of Fwald's
other chronological points, ,

Tt is interesting to find, by way of contrast, that Hilgenfeld
pits the date as Far back as An, 7211

~

Ranilider am Ansgange des Apustlisclen Zeitalters, Toipzig, 1868,
Gottingizehe gelefirte Anzeigen, 1867, p. 1706 fipg,
3 Messian Judaeornu, p. Ixiit.
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It e o difficuit thing then to determine the dabe with presision;
and it does not seem that the erities have arrived at any more
definite conclusion as to the upper sime-limit of the hook, than
that it was written after the Roman Captivity. For the lower it
the only evidence {apart from that afforded by our Chnstian
Barnch) seems to he shat there is good reason to belicve that it
was {from the Apocal Baruch that Papias derived his Chiliastic
story about the rate of produce of corn and wine in the millenninng.
The passage of Papias is well known by frequent quotation: that
of Baruch is aufficiently like to it (x. 20). “In one vine there
shall be a thousand sheots, and one shoot shall produce a thousand
ctusters, and one cluster & thousand berries, anl one berry shall
give n cor of wine......And they shall cat (of the manna) who
come to the end of that time” It must be ndmitted, however,
that there are elements in Papias’ story which do not scem to be
reproduced here; so that even ab the lower time-lnit we are o
little unecertain. Nor do we arrive at much greater certainty
when we try to determine the date of the Apocal. Barueh by the
companion volume, the 4th of Ezra. Ewald gocs xo far as abmost
to assume that the two books are twin sisters, and # either is
cartier than the other it is Apocal. Baruch. But this again is
very uncertain.  What we do scom to have arrived ab s that it is
generally admitted that 4th Ezra and Apocal. Baruch arc closely
related ; that Barnch shews some parallels with the Christinn
(lospels; that its time of production is in the last thirty years of
the first cerdury, and that there is some reason to belicve it o1s
quoted by Papias. It is unfortunate that we cannot speak with
greater coufidence, beeause, since the Christinn Barnch as we shall
see is exactly dated, we should have heen able to get an estinade
of the time between the publication of a Jewish Apovalypse and
its appropriation by a Christian writer, which cstimate might have
served ns as a tough guide in other and similar cases,

In addition to the three Barnch books to which we have heen
allnding (Apocryphal Barnch, or simply Barneh, Apocalyptic
Burnch, and Christian Baruch) it is very hkely that there are
other Baruch and Jereminh books which have penshed. The
titles Baruch and Jeromniah ave interchangeable: onr Christan
hook sometimes bears the name which we have adopled, Rest of
the words of Baruch,and sometimes it i€ ealled the Paralipomena
of Jeremiah. And it is probuble that simlar confnsion  has
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provatedl with regand b the Barachs and Jercuinhs whivh we
not new extant, but of which we find traces.

For cxample, we find that it is to an apocryphal Jeremiah that

Euthaling refers the quotation in Ephes v, 14, “ Awake thou that
sleepest & Others, I believe, suppose it to be taken from an
Apoeryphal Adam.  Therc is much eonfusion in these references
to Apocryphal anthors: hut we may well imagine that the sen-
teneer come from some wurecovered part of the Barnch-Jeremiah
fitrrature, carlier of course than the Apocalypse.

An apoeryphal Barnch is alluded teo Hippolytus®, as being
the text-book of o (Inostic named Justin.  This Baruch is one of
the superior angels, and not a prophet. Hippolytus gives a sketch
of the systen of Justin, und deseribes the onth which the initiated
fuke that they will wot divadge the mysteries nor relupse from the
Good One to the creatnre: after which the worshipper is intro-
Jueed to the seerets of the order, and heliolds « what cye hath uob
zcen and ear hath not hened, aud which have not entered into the
Leart of man.” This is the passage which Kuthalins regards St
Panl 1n 1 Cor. i1, as quoting, not from Isaiah, but from Apocryphal
Thas,  Ag it igone of the ehief Guostie formulie in Justin’s systen,
it is ab least conceivable that Elins may be a mistake for Barnch,

In the Alfercotion uf Simon the Jew and Theophitus the Chrvs-
gian®, o work of the filth eentury, to which Harnnck has reeently
Jeawn attention?®, there is an allasion Lo a hook of Baruels, from
which Theophilus quoles what he eonsiders to be o convineing
argument aguinst Sinon: “Quomodo erga prope finens libri sui de
antivitate eius ot e habito vestis ot de passione clus cb de
cesurrectione cius prophetavit dicens: Hic unctus meus, clectus
mens, vulvae incontaminatae facnlatus, natns et passus dicibur "7
This ia in answer to Simon's statement that “Baruch de Chnsto
aihil meminit.”  The passage is not in any of our known buooks of
Barnch.

In Cyprian's Tostimonic 3t 20 there has heen nserted in some
mes, a giotation from Barich which has vever been identified, as
far as § know, in the kuown Baruch literature. 1t rons as
follows: * Veniet enim tempus eb quacrotis me vos et qui pest

t Philosophumena, v. 21 27.

2 Torte und Untersuehuuges, 1. 1. Heft 3, Leipaiy, 1880,

¢ Hpa Hchiirer, Neutest Zeitaeschishie, 1L 81 (Ing. translation). Schiirer's
aotes on Uie Baruch literature are very valuable.
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yog caplany audire verbum sapientiac et rutellectns ot non in-
conient.  Nationes autem cnpient videre sapientem el non con-
tinget eis; non quia deerit aut deficier sapientia haius eaeculi
torrae sed neque deeritsserme legis saccule, Brit enim sapientia
in paucis vigilantibus et taciturnis et suictia &ibi confabulantibus,
gquoniam quidam eos horrebunt et gimebunt ut males. Al autewm
nee eredent verbo legis Altissimi.  Alii antern ore stupentes won
cendent, ot eredent ot contradicentes erunt eon trarii ot inpediontes
apiritum veritatis. Al autemn ernnt sapicntes ad spiritum erroris,
ot pronuntiantes sieut Altissimi et Fortis dicta, Al antem
personales fidei: alii capaces et fortes in fide Altissimi ot ndibiies
alicne”” The passage is certainly in the Baruch manner, as we
may seo by compnring Apocal. Bar. o 48, “Non cnim mult
supicnbes  repericutur il tempore, of utelligentes aingnlres
aliqui erunt: sed ctiam qui seiunt, maxime conticeseent. ...t
dieent mnlti multis illo tempore: Ubinam vecultavit so multibudo
intelligentiae 27 But we can hardly identify it with any known
passage: o we must still leave a margin for lost literature nnder
the names of Baruch and Jeremiah.

We come new to our specinl subjeet, the Christian Baruch,
work which, as we said atr the cornmencement, has met with o
wmoewhat cold reception from the leamed. Fritzsche deseribes it
as much hter in date and inferior v character to the Apnenlypse
of Barnch’, De Uroot speaks of it as belonging to the Guostie
wehool, whatever that may mean. Kneuckor? ealls 1t “a tasteless
warking over” of the Apoealypse of Baruch,  Dillmam refers it to
ihe third or fourth century, which can hardly be meant a8 a
commendation. Schiirer is more guarded, and simply rays that it
is “a Christian book akin to our Apacalypse of Baruch, and has
borrowed largely from it.”  The question of the literary execllence
of the work is of course quite a subordinate one; it s of more
importance to kmow that it is admittedly and obvionsly a
{‘hristian book ; and fherefore not to be despised even if it
should surn out to be of the third or fourth century. Bnp fhe
fact is, as we have said, it 18 much earier, and its chronology is
susceptible of exact determination.

S~
! F{e expressed s hope of editing it, however, at some future iime; & promiag
whieh he does not seem to have redeemed: 18 yesrs having elnpsed winen the

stincuncement,
1 Das Buch Raruch, Lips. 1879, p. 195,
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We o will Arst of all shew that the book was written by a
Judiea-Christian hving i the ety of Jerusalom,  The action of
the story, bemmg concerned with the exile of the people, is divided
between Jerusalem s Babylon; but the writer betrnys himself
by an cxecssive knowledge of the topography of the Hely City.
Joremiah wishes to send Abimeleeh the Ethiopian away from the
city i order that he way not see the destruction thereof: and the
f.ord dircets him to sewd him to the gardens of Agrippa, where he
shall be hidden in the mountain side until the return of the people
from exile.  Accordingly Jercmiah dircets Abimeleeh to takc a
basket and go to the garden of Agrippa by the mowntain road and
bring back fign  Abimclerh goes, falls asleep under a tree, wakes
aftor o anfliciont seep of 66 yous, and coming buck to the ruined
city fails to recognive it Alas!™ says he, " 1 have fost my way
beeanse T iook the monniain rond”

Now the mention of the guden of Agrippn would of itaclf
be a aufficient betraynd of the locality of the writer, but when it is
imtimated that there were two roads thither, we are not ouly
convineed that the writer was speaking of a spot well-known to
him, but we are even eneouraged to attempt an identification of
the spot mentioned. Tt is very likely that the gardens of Herod
alluded to are in the fertile valley below Solowmen’s pools, fre-
quently spoken of by fravellers amd their guides as Solomion's
gardens, and bearing to-day the name of Artas, which 1" an
evident perversion of the Roman hortas. 1 kuow ne mere likely
place for s royal gavden o the vieinily of Jermsalens.  And the
enrions thing s that theee are decidedly twa roads from Jermsalem
o Arins; one the higheroad to Bethlchen and Hebron, with a
short divergenee to the Teft at Solomon’s pools ; and the other the
crnck rormd the hilks which follows the line of Solomen’s aqueduet
from the pools to the city. T certainly looks a if the geography
were real geography; and i this Lbe the ease the hook was
written in Jernsalem, as was its prototype the Apoenlypse of
Burneh,  And in any ease the allusion to the gurdens of Agrippa
romiaing whether we have corrertly identified their position or not.

But we may go furthee thio this: uot only have we a geogra-
phical limit in the gardens of Agnippa, but we have also both
superior and infertor Chronological limits. Superior, by the fact
that the book wis wrilten later than Agrippa whichever of the
family may be intended; infertor, beeausc it conld not b wrilten

-
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after the time when his name ecased to be popularly rtachod o
the place described.  And it scems o me that this cosiderntton
alone would be fatal to Dillmaun’s hypothesia of the third or
fourth contury as the tifne of production of the book. The writer
then is a Jerusalem Christian,

The next thing is to give the chronologienl identification,
We have already alluded to 'this by anticipation.  The word
of the Lord to Joremiah esncerning Abimelech is that "1
will cover him in the mountain wnfil I cuuse the pesple to
refurn fo the cily” Now on the hypothesis, allegerival and
cyelieal, of a Babylonian captivity, the eonventional dnrafion of
exile is 70 yoars. Yet the writer makes Abimelech fall aslecp
for 66 yoears, The Oreck rerviee-baok corrects this te 70, nnd
insorta the 7O mgain in the pusnge where Abinwdech, mecting
the old man oniside of the city, obtains from biw the infor-
mnkion that Jeremiah i with the people in Babylon; where at
adils the words ‘since 70 years” The eorrection was perfeetly
aatural and every way likely: bnt we must resd sixty-six yoears,
andd not seventy.  The same exchange of ymmbers will be fornd
in o vi where Abimelech shows his basket of Ags, and remarks
that, though sixty-six years had clapsed sinee they were gathered,
they were not spotled.  And since this s the date of the suggested
return from exile, and the book professes to be desoribing con-
temporary movements (for it rceords almost nothing of snb-
sequent date),” then the year of the expeeted return i A TO
(the date of the Captivity) + 66 yenrs = a.n. 186, and the book
raust have been written very soon after that time.

Very soon after; beeause, as we ghall soe, it is an Eirenieon
addressed to the people of that time, a time marked perhaps more
Jeeply than any other in the history both of Jews and Christinns
(unless perhaps it be the capturc of the city by Titus), when severe
political regnlaticns produced greater chauges in six months in
the relations of the Church and Synagogue than had taken place
in all the preceding years of the century. We know very little,
as we wonld wish to know, of the details of the new settlement of
Jowish affairs by Hadrian : but we learn from the history and the
coins that Jerusalem was no more, that it was replaced by Aclia
Capitolina; that the plough was passed nver the saered soll in
ivken of its remewed subjngation; that Roman statues, the
emperor and his gods, were iu the holy places; and that an ediet
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of the emperor prohibited the Jew from approaching thie hely
eity, Tumning to the list= of bishops in Busebins, we find thnt

Uentile names appear now for the first thne. Tt 18 not necpssary.

S

t pasume the necnrney ol Euscbius’ lint of Juerusalem bishops;
many of these lisls, especinlly the earlier portions of them, aro
afterthoughta, But the fmudition which mekes Marcus bishop of
Jerusalem nt the elose of the Hadrian War ean bardly be in-
earcect. Tt jueans st least that there has been, from politienl
pecessity, o change iu the organic life of the Chureh. The last
hove beemne first, and the first last. The Judwo-Christian party
with its antique traditions and venerable Mosalsin is passing away.
The hreach with Judaism, which Paal nsoally offected in o fow
months in any city where he Inbonred, was not really acvomylishetl
i Jornsalown nntil the Gdse Messial had run his conrse,  But
then when it oame, it came quickly.

Now onr document is the Chureh’s Eirenicon to the Synagogne,
ab the time of the MHadrian cdict. The problem 1s, how to evade
the odict of banishment from the holy City which is prononnced
on the race.  Granted that we are carried away eaptive, and that
there is w possibility of return from captivity, how is this retam
to he brought about 2 And the answer is centained in the letter
which Barueh is instrieted to send from Jerusalom to Jeremiah in
Babylon.  So we fud in e vio as follows: “If yo obey my voiee,
snith the Lord, by the month of Jereminh, I will separate you
from Bahylon; but he that will not obey, let him be as « stranger
to Jerusalem (Eévos T7s "Tepovoalnu), antl 1 will test you by the
water of Jordan, and there he that will not obey will be made
manifest.” 1 nothing more had been said, we should have con-
joetnféd that this meant the rite of baptisin; but lest we should
have any doubt on the matter, the writer continucs parenthetically,
« this i the sign of § be great seal,” the conventional Patristic term
for baptism. It is possible that these words may be a later in-
terpolation, but they are not the loss striking on that aceount, for
they would disclose the interpretaiion that primitively attached
{o the passage. The meaniug of it all is that the Christians, who
are evidently not affeetad by the imperial cdict, for they tosk ue
part in the rebellion, have snggm%,s;d to Joews that by becoming
Christians by the way of baptism they can ovade the force of the
odict, and no longer he strangers fo Jerusulem. The people are
to be brought down to Jordan's side from Babylon, and there the
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pricivus and the vile are 83 far aa possible to Lo scparsted one
from another. Those that will make the necossary renuncintion
are rocoived, the rest rejected.  The story nms thab Joremiuh
sorted them out by familics, and when & whole funily was olear
i renouncing Babylon and its custema they were aceepted, and if
aot they were rejected. It 8 not ensy o tagrine the manuer of
the woleetion. The writer does not mean Rome when he speaks of
the people renouncing Bebylon and pussing over Jordan, and tatks
of mixed families where men had married Babylanish women, 1
ihink he here means the old'school of Jews (those who are Baby-
fonians by choice and whe make no move towards Jordan), between
whom and the Gentile Church liea the conflict for the possession of
the intermedinte party, the Judwn-Christians of variows fypes
The aclection being made by fumilies is thoreughly in the Kastern
manner, where religion is nlways bounded by social and racial
limits, just as popnlation is to this day reckoned by households,
« Himself believed and his house ™ is the eonventional formuln for
s change of religion: “as for me and my house” is a similar term.
What makes one a little more confident in this interpretation that
it was on appeal on the part of the Gentile Christians or at least
of the Centilising Christians to the more congervative, half con-
vinced among their Jewish brethren, is that we find from the
aceonnt that seme undecided people in the middle ground eame
part way to Jerusalem and then returned; and that on their re-
turning to Babylon, they were received with ap intimation that
ns they had secretly departed from them, they would not be
roeeived again: Babylon weuld have none of them. This ac-
cording to the story leads to the formation of a now colony which
is derisively ealled Samaria. Now this is not difficult of inter-
pretation, if we imagine that there werc those who had gone s¢
far from Judaism as to provoke an edict against their being re-
seived again into ccclesiastical fellowship, and yet had nat come
g0 near to Christianity as to be able to pass the baptismal stand-
ards. In this ease, then, one result of the Hadrian edict 1s the
formation of a new Ebionite movement in Palesting.  This ex-
actly agrees with the statements of Epiphanivg and Jerome as to
the origin of Ebionism : they nttempted to be both Jews and
Christians, and ended by being neither.

Tt in just possible that this accepting and rejeeting of families
of Jews by vnauthorized or half-suthorized persens may be the
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origin of o ctory i the Talnund which seems to cover some ireita-
tion of national feeling on the sabjeet of proselytiam,

The story is apparently reforred 1o the time of Rabbi foshus
who is talmudically the sceond generation from Hillel the Great.

«R. Joshua said, I reecived from R Johanan ben Zakkai, who
receivod it from his teacher as a tradition inoa thireet line from
Mosin on Mount Sinad, that Khias wanld not come Lo propoinea
clean or unelean, to reject or admit fiomilies in general, but only to
rejert those that had entered by violenee, and to admit those who
had heen rejected by vinlence There was, beyond Jordan?®, a
fuanily of the mame of Deth Zeveln, which a crrtan Ben Zion had
poretided by violence. There was thire another family (of impnre
Woad) whan this Do Zion Lol aeldwritted g wiolenee. e cones
fn pronennee cuch clemn or unclean, to rejeet or to acdund them.”
It ia gqnite posable hat this story refers to the admission of
prosclyies Ly Jewich Christinns of the vity of Jerngalem (note the
Ben Ziony whe rank practically in the city nsJJews, aboall events
ap to the time of the tinal pture, althongh in forcigm eities they
hadd Jong been known as a “third race)

I Jernsalen itself the line of demarention hetween Joews and
Christians was for o long Line very faintly orvked. The ceelesia
was  inira Synagogd . Witness the aceonnt of the relations
Botween the Pharisees and S James the Just which Hegesippos
furnishes:; no difference of opinion seems o cxist, cxeept on the
one point of the person of Jeans Christ, whomn St James athrms to
ha coming in the elonuds of heaven, Something of the same sort
is jiphed in the story of Stephen.  We shall sce by and bye
ihat thia is the very point which pmv«nkm the pnopln in the story
to stone Jeremiah, just as in the history they had done to
St James.

Wo have shewn, then, that the date suggested by the Baruch-
story 1s exactly the vight date for the interpretation of the events
ihat are there admmbrated. It is very interesting to see that
baptisny, which at first served to initinte proselytes into Judaism,

¢ Mishna Edujoth, vir. 7, quated in Qehiirer Newlest, Zeitgesci. 1. 156, Eng.
trane.

4 We must not strain alfegory in orler ta sce hera foreferenee 1o baptiate, 1use
the presagoe to shew that the Jews in the first contary qlmrruiiml over and discussed
their family meimnbership and its purity or Bupnrity just ns our Apncalypee shews
tHhem to he doing in e enrly part of the secontd eentary.
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but which does not seem to have been applicd ta Jdews of good
standing, has now become one of the means for distinguishing the
Jows from the proselytes, and thab the bapiized are baptizing the
baptizers, ’

Refore leaving the question of chronology, wo must aay a word
or two about another time-note in the bock. The peaple stone
Jeremish, and when dying he predicts the eaming of Jeans hriat,
the Son of (lod, after a lapse of four hundred and seventy-seven
years'. It is a little diffienlt to see what he means by these
figires and how he arrives at. them. Tt muoat be either that the
Apeealyptist is giving the actual perted frous the first rotnr from
Bxile to the Mossiah, or he is fabricating a similar peried for the
aceond advent, the mymbers being assitmiedd to repeal ns in The eaup
of the duration of the Bxile. That the former is the rigrhi,
interpretation may he gathered from the predietion which Jeremiah
makes that the Messiah will chosse to hinself 12 apostles in order
that thoy may preach the gospel nmengst the Gentiles (e 5 18)

3t how does he eatenlate the period 2 For we have sio prossibility
of deducing 477 years from the intervad Detween Jeremiah’s death
andd the birth of Christ.  The building of the walls under Ezra and
Niheminh is, however, niot very far from the time ntimated 5 af
we assame this to have faken place in 58 wo. or thevenbont we
ahould not be 20 years ont in the reckoning. Bt it wonld be idle
to assume a greab acquaintanee with chronalogy on the part of our
simple-minded Apocalyptist; and we might perhaps leave this part
of the question unscttled without feeling that the interpretation
would suffer.  Wo will, however, venture one suggestion for elonring
the matter up., At the close of the sixth book of Josephus' Jewish
Wars will be found a table of the leading periods n the history of
Jerusalem from conquest to conguest and eaptivity fo captivity
Now in this list the thme fram David to the Babylonian exile is
given as 477 years: so that it is just possible that the Apocalyphist
made an error in taking a number from Josephus” tables,

We will new pass on to consider the hterary debts of Lhe
“hristian Barnch to his predecessors, heginning with soine passages
which are founded on the Apocalypse of Barnch.

Apocal. il Haec autem dixi tiby, nt dieas Jeremiae, of omnibus
qui similes sunt vobis, ut rocedatis ab nrhe dsta, guia opern vestra,

! The sss. are very econfused over this number; the Ethiopde in partienlar
fluctuating besween 308, 330, and 333 weecks. .

1. ' 2
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aunt wrbi hale tanguam columna firmia of precer vestrae LanuaHm
murus validus,

Thir passage is hinitaied in the later Baruch as follows: ¢. 3. 1,
FEene éx THs wokews TalTns oV kel ¢ Bapovy...... al ydp mpoo evyal
Sudy ds aTihos édpaids éoriw év péog avTis xal ws Teiyos adapav-
rwoy mepukvkholy avréy. (We are thue able to restore some ports
of the eriginal Greek of the Apocalypse of Baruch.)

The remote source of either sentence is to be songht in Jer.
1 18

Apocal. vi. Et factum esi erastino die, ct ccee exercitus Chaldae-
srum eirenimdedit urbem, et tempore vesperae reliqui populum ego
Baruch ot exivi ot steti apud querenm ¢ et contristabar super Sien
el ingemisecbam super captivitatem quac aupervenerat papulo :
ot ccee aubito spiritus fortitudinis sustulit me et extulit me supra
Jerusalent in altum. et vidi ¢t ecce quatuor angell stantes super
quatunor angulos urbis, tenentes untisquisque cx eis lampada ignis
in manibus suis,

Compare with this the account by the later Baruch of the
capture of the eity, especially

Hi 2. Kai éyévero dpaovy cakmiyyos, kai ¢EMABoy dryyedot éx
rod oUpavol, xaTéXOrTES \aumdadas v Tals yepoiv avrev, xai
iornoay éml Td Telxn TS mohews.

The angels then in Bar. Apacal. wait until onc of their number
takos the holy vessels and delivers them to the carth, which opens
her mouth and swallows them up.  The Christian Baruch makes
this hiding of the vesscls to be doace by Jeremiah and Baruch.

% Dic Jeremiae ut vadat b confirmet captivitatem populi
asque sl Babylonem ; tit autem mane hic in vastitate Sion ct ego
oatendam tibi post hos dies quod futurum est ut contingat in fine
dierum. ¢t dixi Jeremiae sicut praecepit mihi Dominus., et ipse
quidmn ivit cum popnlo; ogo autem Baruch reversus sum el sedi
ante portas templi ct Lunentatus sum lamentationem istam super
Siown et digi

The whole of these details are absorbed by the lnter Barueh,
with the single exception of the meution of the ' gates of the tem-
ple.” Each writer makes Barueh the onc that lnments over the eity.

A more striking ease of absarption of the earlier story is the
aeeount of the pricsts throwing the keys of the Sanctuary up to

heaven. .
A;)ocnf. x.  Vos antem sacerdotes sumite claves sanctuarll et
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proficite in aititudinem coeli et date eas Domino o dreitr
Custodi domum tuam b nos cnim ccee invent swaus occouon
mendaces, . |

Bar. Christ. iv. 3. “lepeplas 8¢ dpas mis rheidas vob vaod,
eEqnfer &Ew 1is mohews kai Eppiyrev avrds dvwmioy Toi NAlov,
Méyoy: Zol Aéyw, The, Adfe Tas heidas Tob vach Tob Beod, xal
dvrafor alrds fws fuépas dv § ékerdoet oe Kupios mepl avrdv.
Audre Bpeis oy ebpéfnuer dEior Tob purafar avTds, 61t émiTpamol
Yrevdous éyernlnuey. ,

The passage in Apoca.l. si. Dieite mertnis: Beatl vos magis
quam nosmotipsi, qui Vivl sumus, beeomes in Hur. Chyst iv. §
Maxdpiol eicw 'ABpacp 'loadx xai TaxwB, bre éEqrGoy éx TOU
KGO POV TOUTOV,

It will be scen that the eoincidences in the opening chapters of
the two Apocalypses are very marked. The same coincidenee ix to
be traced an referring to the elosing chapters of the Apoenlyptic
Raruch. Baruch writes a letter to the nine and a half tribes who
arc in Babylon and sends it by mcans of an eagle.

Apocal. 1xxvi.  Accersivi aquilam ct Incutus sum ol verba ista:
Te foeit Altissimus ut sig cxeclsior prac ammibus avibus: ct nune
vacde, neque commoreris in loco, neqne ingrediaris nitdhum, neque
consistas super quamvis arborem, donec transieris latitudinem
aquanim multarum fluminis Enphratis, et ieris ad populumn il
qui habitat ibi et proice ad cos epistolam hanc: vecordare autem
quod tempore diluvii a colinmba accepit Noe fructum olivace enm
ean: emisisset de arca; sod et corvi wimstrarunt Eliae deferentos
o1 cibum, sicut pracceptum erat el ; etiam Salomon tempore regol
awi quocumeue volebat mittere, aut quacrere aliquid, avi prac-
cipichat, et obedicbat ei sicut praccipichat it ¢b nuac ne tacdeat
te, nequeteclines ad dexteram aut ad ainistram, sed vola ot vade
vin recta ut eustodias mandatum Fortis sieut dixi tibl. (Ixxvii) Kt
fuil cum copstmmassem omnia verba cepistolac huins ot ROripsiseemn
eam cumn cura usque od finem elus et plicuissem cam ot obsig-
nassem eam diligenter et ligassem eam ad colluni aquilac ot
dimisi et misi cam.

This is jmitated in e. vii. of the Christtan Baruch with no loss
of force in the transcription:

Bar. Charist. vil.  Zol Méyw, Bagihet TV werewvay, amenfle dv
elprivy pell dyelas xal v Ppacw Eveyxé por. Mn dpowfns 76
wopaxs dv ekaméorene Nde, xal ot dméorpadn els 'rﬁizr xifBwTon

22
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ARG Spocwbnre TH mepioTepd Hris éx Tpitou $dow dveyxe TP
Sikaly” obrw xal ov, dpov Tiv xa\iv paciy radryy 1§ lepepia,
xal Tols o0y avTg, iva € goir yérmTar, dpov Ty XApTHY ravTny
T$ hag TE éxhexrd Tol @cod. 'Edv xuxrdowol ge mdvra Ta
meravd 100 ovpavod, xal mavres of €xfpot TS aanfeias Bouhs-
pevor moheufoar perd oob, dydvicar’ o Kipios Swy oot duvauiv.
Kai pn éxxhivys eis 1a Sefud 1 dpiaTepa, AN ais Bélos Dmaryoy
3pfds obras dwenbe «Té.

These instances will be sufficient to shew the kind of use which
the later Apocalyptist made of the carlicr. And that the carlier
forma had attached to it the opistle of Baruch appears not only
from the legond of the carrier-cagle but from the admission® at
the close of the Christian Barugh that @ the rest of the waorda of
Joremiah and all his might are written, not here, but in the
epistle of Barnch.”

The traces of the nse of the beantiful Apocalypse, known a8
the fourth beok of Ezra, are less marked, but they arc decided.
The famous passage in ¢ v. foretelling that “blood shall drop
from wood and the stone shall uiter its voice” was known to our
Apocalyptist: it furnished him with the idea of the closing sitnation
in his book ; that in which Jeremiah sets up a stone, which takes
his likeness, and deccives thereby the people who wish to kill him,
antil he has finished communicating the mysteries which he hes
«cen to the erowd and his companious Baruch and Abimelech.
The rotous folk stone the stone, thinking it to be Jeremiah,
But at last the stone cries out with a human voice, “ O foolish
children of Isracl, wherefore do ye stone me, thinking that I am
Jeremiah 2”7 The motive for this story is evidently the single
sentence quoted above from Ezra®  Another clause in the same
connexion, where Ezra foretells amongst the signs of the end
that “salt water shall be found in sweet water and fricnds be at
war with one another,” i copicd by the Christian writer (c. ix.
16), “ Snow shall become black and sweet waters salt.”

The writer was also acynainted with the Apocryphal Tsaiah,
In e ix. 18, 10 the text of our author runs as follows: “ He shall
come, aud he shall come forth and he shall choose him twelve

1 This may however be a ater appendix.

2 yv. Bad. v. 5. It is quite possible that the whale sentence ig a confuscd alla-
sion to the sawing asnnder of Iaaish and the stoning of Jeromiah, and that Ezra

nimaelf may be drawing on lependary soprces: but compare what is s2id on this
print an pp. 43, 44.
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apostles that they may preach the Gospel awongst the Geatiles:
whom I beheld adorned by his Father and coming iato the world
on the mount of Olives; and he shall fill the hungry souls. While
Jercminh was saying these things concerning the Son of God,
that he is coming into the world, the people was enraged, and
said; These are the same words as were spoken by Isaiah the son
of Amos, when he said, I beheld God and the son of God.  Come
shen and let us kill him with a different death to that wherewith
we killed Isaiah.” The people are not alinding here immediately
to the famous sixth chapter of Isaiah in which the prophet sccs
the Lord on his throne, or as the Targumists prefer to render it,
30 a3 to avoid the anthropomorphic conception, the glory of the
Lord on his throne'; but they src apeaking of a propheey or
pseudo-prophecy in which the manner of his death secmes also to
have been recorded as well as his ccstasy.  And this can hardly be
anything else than the Ascension of Lsaiah, in which Justin Martyr
is supposed to have found his information about the sawing in twain
of Isaiah with a wooden saw, and to which Origen definitely ap-
pealed as an authority for the manner of the prophet’s martyrdom.
We will not saw him asunder, they say, as Isaiah was martyred,
but, for the sake of variety, we will stone him. It is, of course,
possible that the writer might have based his fiction on mecre tra-
ditions, but the reference to Jeremiah as sccing the-coming of the
Son of God and his sending forth of the twclve apostles to preach
is conclusive in favour of the Ascension of Isailah as the origin
from which he drew. The reason why Isaiah is arrested ia becanse
“ Berial was in great wrath against Isainh on account of the vision
and the revelation which Sammael had unveiled and beenuse by
him was scen the coming of the Beloved from the seventh heaven,
and his transformation,...and the tortures wherewith the children
of Isracl would torture him, and the coming and the tcaching of
the twelve apostles...”*  And that the writer had the actual book
to refer to will appear from the use he has made of another dotail
of the Martyrdom of Isaish. When the writer deseribes the tor-
tures of the prophet and his final ascent in rapture through the
seven heavens before his death, he makea the prophet full into
o death-like trance in which specch and breathing cease. And

1 A conception which }es undsrneath the passage in the Gospel: **Jl¢ =uw lis

glory and spake of him,” John xii. 41.
T dscensio Jraiae, ed. Dilimann, o iii.
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what faatali sces 31 shat vision he tells afterwands to she king and
the eircle of the praphets, “ While he was speaking by the Holy
Ghoest, in the hearing of all, he held his peace and his mind was
rapt away and taken npward so thiat he s not those that stood
around ; his eyes wore open but his mouth was still and the mind
of his body was rapt away upward, but his breaph was in him, fer
he saw s vision.” (1 think that we should ressd here “his breath
was not in him.’) The writer explaing further that the “visuin
which he saw was not of this world, but of the warll which is
hidden from mortal eyes. And after Txainh saw this vision, he
parrated it to Hezekinhl and Josab his son and the rest of the
assembled prophets” Al of this ix imitated in our Christian
Baroeh : Jeremiah fulls into a death-like trance, bub alter three
days he revives, his sonl revisits her tencment, and he tells the
Glory of the Father wnd ghe Son. This nse of Apocryphal Isaiah
beging in the earlior part of the prophet’s cestasy (e ix. 3) where
he erier out " Holy, holy, holy...heyond the sweet voiee of the two
seraphim:” here the direet referenee is to lsaiah vi, as s seen
from the trisagion and the mention of twe seruphim (“one eried
nnbo another 7), bt that = Isatah isin mind with its full Chris-
tology appears from the ingertion of the words “the true light that
lightencth me.”

We need not hoesitate to say then that the writer has used the
Ascension of Isainh, and nsed it teo, for it 19 an interpolated Apo-
enlypse, augmented and expanded by Christinn hands, in its later
and Christian form. Tho date of this work is diseussed by Dill-
mann in his preface, and we need not dispute his conelusion in
referring the book to the beginning of the second century .

We have thus determined three varlier J ud@e-Christinn works
which have been used and imitated in the process of mannfacture
of the Christian Baruch.,  We will pass ou to examnine the possible
usc which the writer may have made of other tralitions coneerning
Jeremiah, or, which is for vur purpose the same thing, of fust books
incurporating traditions.

That traditions coneerning Jeremiah were widely eireulated in
early times appears from many considerations: the seeond bank of
the Maceaboees, for instanee, has the whole story of the hiding of
the sacred vessels, ina forin which does not agree with the Apo-

1 gacensio, p. 2vi. Quibus omnibus perpensis Agcensionem iam primis secundi
gaceull decunniis exatitinse censco,
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valypiic Barueh, and whick is not in perfect harmony with the
Christisn Baruch. And its version professes to be that of official
documents. “It s also found in the records that Jereminh the
prophet commanded ‘them that were carried away to take some
of the fire, as it hath been signified: and that the prophet en
giving them the law charged them that were carrivd away not to
forget the commandments of the Lord, and that they should nat
bo led astray in their minds on secing images of silver and gold
with their ornaments. And with other such admonitions exhorted
he them that the law should not depart from their heart. It is
also contained in the writing that the prophet being warned of
God commanded that the tabernacle and the ark should be
brought along after him: and that he went forth into the
ountain where Moscs climbed up and saw the heritage of God
And Jeremiah on coming thither found a kind »f cave-dwelling,
and he carried in there the tabernacle and the ark and the altar
of incense and closed up the door. And certain of those that
followed him came up to mark the way and they could ot find
it. But when Jeremiah learned of it, he blamed them and sald,
The place shall be unknown until God gather his people again
togother, and become propiticus. And then shall the Lord shew
these things'”

There iz one point in which the later Baruch agrees better
with this than the Apocalypee: it makes Jeremish hide the
vessels and ot the angels. - Possibly, therefore, the writer was
ander the influence of the Maccabean tradition, which necd not
be very early. The date of the sccond of Maccabees is, however,
one of the unsolved problems.

Another very important tradition concerning Jeremieh is that
he was stoned. This is not an original idea of the Christian
Baruch. We find it in the Epistle to the Hebrews. The famous
passage ‘“‘they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, &e.” 1s a
summary of the sufferings of the worthics of Faith, and cach
statement is based on the history of some real person: it has
always been known that “they were sawn asnnder 7 referred to
Isaiah, just as “stopped the mouths of lions” referred to Daniel,
and “ quenched the violence of fire” to the three Hcbrew children
but it is not so generally felt that «they were stoned” belongs to
Jeremiah.

1 2 Maee. il
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Yoo such s the ense, as the Bameh-derendale Jogends shew
and the Fpistie to the Hebrews is therefore ane of the early wit-
nesses to the tradition. it whenee was it dertved 20 Woe may
nub ensily roply, but it was from the same sonrce nowrnitten or
unwritten tradition that Christiion Barueh derived his lnformation,

There is other important evidence of the diffusion of the
teadition.  The place of buriad of Jercmtsh is stifl shewn in Jeru-
salem in s cave which passes by the name of Jeremiah’s grotto.
Thix grotto lies in the sonthern side of the conspicuons hill o the
north of the city which is supposed by many persons to be the
place andled Calvary. On the north-west side of the smine hill ere
the ruing of the emly Chiveh which eonnnemoated the martyr-
donr of St Ht!'p}ii'n whes wae «ad to have been stondd hoere And
it is sabd that this Bill i the Tarpedan rock of anclent Jerusaiom,
the Beth-hassagqeld or * Plaee of Stoning” of the Talwud. It
<oems then that there is sotge connexion between the death
which Jeremiah met, nevording to teadition, and the place where
he is raid to be biried. And the tradition eonceruing his stoning
in Jernsalem must be emly s for the wniforn church tradition of
luter dags, as we find it in the life of Jeremiah attributed falsely
to Epiphunins, ev the fie that is given on his connucinoration
day in the Greek Chureh (see Menacuw for May 1), i« that he was
atoned indeed, but ot Tahpanhes in Egypt, and not, ax the Jerusa-
lesn tradition and the Christian Barnch say, in Jerusalem.  Can
we he wrong in aflirnung the antiquity of the tradition which we
find in our authoerity 7 The opinion of the first and sceond cen-
anrios soems to be that Jereiiah was stoned in Jerusalend’,

But did the traditions of one deannent centre round any
actual person 7 Ave deveminh and Baruch the background of the
picture or the foregroul 2 Do the historieal feabures of the
vomanee otk themselves (o the City and e the of the Jewish
expulsion wnld the haptismal suggestion of the Christians to the
Jows: or may we go further? The writer has, aceording to some

1T o uot Torged Qad an attempt might have Been made to bring the lagenda
inta harmony with our Land™ words 0O Jernsalens which kitlest the praphiets and
stonest them that are sent nnto thee;™ but such s tendency would not have
produecd an eatlier tradition but a jater one. It is more roasonsble, thongh the
hypothesis iR nob NCCPRNATY, and might even Le faneiful, to understand our Lord as
anying this in allusion to the lewenda.  When he snid it he was in view of the plnce
of mupposed martyrdon o1 Isaiah on the south of the city end of Jerewish on the

north.
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siss, chnoged *Baruch vhe seribe’ of the old Temamont wito Baruch
the ruader” Does he mean a real official of the Church? It wonld
be hard to say: but with Jereininh the ease is casier: for there is
renson to believe that Jidah, the last bishep of Jernsalem before the
definitely Christian régime, died at the hands of the party of Dar-
cochba,  The Chronicon of Euscbing declarcs that many of the
Christiana suffered for not taking arms against Rome; and marks
the close of the war by the arrival of the fimt Gentile Bishop,
Now if Judah the Quppuxod Afteenth hishop hud outlived the war,
he wonld certainly not have been exilell by the Romuns: so he
must have vacated his office by death.

A further interesting question arises with regard to the re-
iations of our writer to the Christian records.  We see him
quoling freely and incorporating adroitly from many of the Juduo-
Christian bovks which were current at that time in Palestine;
Isaiah, Bzra, and Baruch—he knows them all. Baruch the Apo-
calyptist, whon he guotes most freely, though hardly to be called
a Christian, has been affinned by earcful eritics to be under the
influcnee of the seutiments and to shew traces of the language of
our Gospels. What of the Christian Barnch? Had he any ac-
quaintance with the New Testament Scriptures?  There is sume
grovnd for believing that he was wcquarated with the Guspel of
John. Thir will no doubt sound somewhat strange, but we will
not prejudge the question by choosing for the thne of produetion
of the fourth gospel a period as late as is consistent with what has
been hitherto known of the lterature of the sccond eentury: there
has been too much & priort reasoning in the dating of the fourth
(lospel.  Nor is the Nemesis which attaches to this .zrbztmn andl
ex silentio criticism exhausted. Neither will we on the othet hand
over-emphasise coincidences of thought and expression between
wur writer and the Gospel; althongh i might be possible to
argic that when a writer (ix. 13) calls Jesus Chirist the light of
nll the nges, the unquenchable lamp, the hfe of the faith, it i
naturat to refer to the Light of the World, the Light of Men and
she Light of Lifc, and to the contrast which (hrist makes be-
tween himself and John the Baptist, when he calls him the lamp
which has been kindled and shines. We might point out alse
that the conjunction of ¢ds and fon is frequently recognized ns
not merely Chriatian, but Johannine. M. Clermont-Gauncan has
cstablished a number of cases of the occurrence of ¢as + Lwy as a
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Christian formula in Syria. The two words are often arraniged
z
erosawise, thus ¢ wc; and M. Ganncan says we must scek the
H

origin of the formnla in the Gospel of John'. And with less judg-
ment it wonld be possible to gnote the words (ix. 18) épyduevor eis
Top adopoy as a reminiscence of John L9, the interpretation of
which s liowever donbtful.  As none of these eoincidences would
definitely convince me of a yuotation from John, 20 neither do 1
anduly desire to convinee any onc by them; but I would draw
attention to one clanse in the adomtion of Jeremiah (ix. 3) where
he addresacs the Lord as 70 ¢as 76 dinbhwiv 16 dwrilov pe, tho
true Light that lighteneth me: where the collocation of words s
o peculing that it s almost impossible to refer the Innguage tw any
other than St Jolm, and 1n view of this fuet the previous coinei-
dences acquire new foree.  Further the passage is found, not only
in the Greek, which exhibits at many points a toxt that has
undergone gowne correction, but in the Ethiopie verston, which
often approaches very ucarly, as we shall sce, to the original form
of the Apucalypse.  Unlesa then it can be shewn that these words
are o later addition, in the Ethiopie as well as in the Greek, we
not adniit o quotation from the fourth Goapel, which quotation
happily allows of being dated in or about the year 136 AD.

A 133}&07%2{83 Jor the Text.

In the year 1866 Dillmanu published the Ethiopie version of
the Cliristian Bareh from several M8s.; and i the preface to the
Ethiopic Chrestomathy?, in which the text appeared, he pointed vut
that it was a regular part of the Ethiopie Bible, where it appears
along with the Book of Barnch, the Lamcutations of Jeremiah,
and the Epistle of Jereminh®  The Ethiopic version is trapslated
from the Ureek, and beeomes a very lhnportant witness for the
text. 1 follow, in my ignuranee of Ethiopie, the best translations
I can get of Dillmanu's text; good oncs fortunately arc not
lacking. Therc is a German translation by Pritiorius i Hilgen-
fold's Zeitschrift fiir wissenschuftliche Theologie 1872, p. 230—247:
and a lager revised (ranslation with notes by Kiinig in Theologische

1 Archéologie Orientale, p. 171, 2 Lips. 1866,
1 Cf, Wrighl, Cat. of Ethiopic MSS. in the British Alueenmy Codd, 7, 8,14, 16, 20.
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Studien und Krtiken for 1877, pp. 318338 1 wite she ot
denoe of this version as aeth,

The Menaca for Nov. 4th arc a direct autherivy for the Urock
toxt, which they contain in a somewhat abbreviated form, and in
a loss pure text. For example the Menacum printed at Venice
in 1843 gives the first five chapters only of the text. The whele
of the text, according to Ceriani, iv found in the Menscum printed
st Venioe in 1600, Cerinni quotes occasivnally o s, Menacwm
of the Ambrosian Library; and no doubt the cvidence of this
vlass of documents might be multiplicd o hundredfold. Their
pombined evidenee 1s given as men.

To this Ceriani added o ms. (marked AF. 1x. 31) of the fificenth
rentary, which he deseribes as belonging to the Bibliotheen Regin
Brajdensis; which I take to represent the convent library of the
Ltalinn town of Bra in Picdmont. From this M3, with the aid of
the Menacum, Ceriani published the text which appears in the fifth
golume of his Monumenta Suera pp. 11—18. This as. T eall «.

To thesc authorities we may add the following from the
librory of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

Cod. b=Cud. 34, of the 8. Sepulehre partion of the Librury, of
the eleventh eentury, containing the "Epwrices «ai’A moxploets of
Aunstasing the Sinaite. At tho end there are o number of
questions concerning the dissonances of the Evangelists de resue-
vectione Clristi o a fragment from Ireneus, the same s is printed
in Tischendorfs Anecdots Savra et Profana p. 120 from Cod
Coislin, 120 and on f. 251, at the end of the hfe of Jeremmah the
prophet, comes the title 7a mapahermdpeva ‘Tepepiov Tob mpognrob.

(od, ¢=Cod. 6 S. Scpuleri of the tenth century has Tyen
sollated with the foregoing, It contains a valuable text which
often deviates widely from that of the foregoing Ms. The toxt
begins on 1. 242 of the M8

The next two manuseripts belong to a totally different re-
cension; but they are related tuter se: the text which they give is
an cpitomc of the Paralipomena, probably taken from the Menaca
with appendices from collateral sources: they are as follows:

Cod. d = Cod. 66 S. Sep. a late M. (15th cent.?) containing 2
colleetion of apoeryphal mattors of all kinds: a brief summary
may be useful. It begins with an extract from Chrysostimn,
followed by

[ ~ 4 L] .t 14 ~
.6 b Tob dylov dmocTéhov xai €vayyehioToU lwavvov rob
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feohoyeu Niryos wepl TS woipnoews TS UTepevAuyypeuns Aol
év8ofov Seamolvny Judv Jeotixov xal damaplévov Maplas.

f 14. Tas oceBaouias ueraorioews Tic vmeperdofov Seamowrns
Juev kai deerapfévov.

f.28. Tleplodou Tobi dinlov xai évdskov amoarélov xal evayye-
AigTol mapBévor émieTnfiov dihov lwdrvov Tab feokavyov.

£.93b. Ilpafeas Tob dylov xal évdokov xal mavevdnuov diro-
sToNov Pwpua.

F109 b, "Fx 1 mepiidwy Tol dyiov xai év8ofov amooTéhov
dehimmov. Cra (L dwd) wpdFews mévre ral Sendrov péyps Téhovs
rub papTuplov avrov.

{124 Tpdfes Marfia xal "Avipéa év rij xpg Tov dvfpw-
o dryoor,

[ 1460 HpdEew Tov amvoridwr Hérpov kal Hadiov Kai TWS
& ‘Peun épapripnoar émi Népwvos.

{ 165. Mapripioy wob dyilov dwegTélov ai eUayyerioToD
Mapwov.

£ 169 b, Tob dylov drogTodov kai evayyekioTot Aouka.

£ 177. ‘Trwéuvnow eis 10v dyiov dréoToloy xal ebayyekiaTny
MarBaiov.

£ 181 b, Tob arlov évdokev droatirov TandBov «bekdoll Tob
arylov Twdvyov Tod Beokdyov.

f 182, Aifynais wepl Tijs avTihoyias Tou SiafBdrov pera Tob
xvpiov Tuwy "Inoet Xpiorab.

[ 186. Bios ovrrouos xal wokirela Tob dglov maTpos Huwy
Ywdvvov Tob €v Te PpéaTe.

I 188 b Blos rob tyilov epaaipav.

£ 190 b, Aujynots Mdaiyov povayov.

£ 194, Awpynots mepi... Noxokaov.

£ 196. Maptiptov Meviyvou (sic).

£ 199, “Afrqos. .. Becdwpov.

£ 202 b Mapripor PwTeivov.

£ 209b. Auvjynois...év 16 Blo. Taywplov.

£ 212 b Aujynoiws wepl Tob Ppivov Tol mpodrrov lepepia
wepi Tis lepovaakiju. xal mepl THS dAoews TAUTRS xal TeEpPL
TS ixaTdacews ABuédey. eV\éynoov SecmoTa. ‘

A life of Jeremiah is prefixed to the text of the Paralipomena

£ 215, mept TS GA@TEwS ‘Tepovoahijpu Ta rarn@évra Umo
xupiov TPoS “Tepepiav: rai Swws 7 alyparwaia yéyover Exet

"
oVTWS,

-

bauinn i g
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{222b. 'Orracia Koopd povayod,

£ 220, AQupynoss érépas omracias.

f. 231 b, Aupynois mepl Tof 'yevo,ueuov Babparos év "Agpiny
[év] 75 wre f\ap'm'yew;

f 233. 'Edpaip’ eis v mayraror "lwase.

f.252. Xpvooorduov' eis Tov pdraioy Slov.

f. 260. Awjynos wal Siabijen rtob Sikalov xal marpidpyov

‘ABpaau 8phol 8¢ wai v weipav Toi Bavdrov avTob. evAdynaor

Séorora. :

It will be scen that the M. though late contains o great deal
of valuable apocryphal matter: for example, I found it worth
while when working at Jerusalem to copy the whole of the
"Avtinoyla ot SiaBidov and the Awabiey 'ABpadp, nr well as
the Burueh matter,

The title attached to the Baruch extracta secms Lo imply that
they were taken from a Menacum,

Cod. e = Cod. 35 S. Crueis (the library of the Comvent of the
Holy Cross now removed to the Patriarchal Library at Jerusalemn).
This 18 als» a late paper M3 (xvth cont.) and eontains a similar
text of the Paralipomena to the preceding. It containg also the
prefixed life of Jeremiah. The MS. opens with a éupynais lanwBov
els T6 yevéarov THs Beoréwov. We have collated the Baruch texd
with Cod. d.

We have thus the following authorities for the text:

aeth = Ethiopic version as edited by Dillmann.
men = The Menaea.
a = Cod. Braidensis.
b= Cod. 34 S. Sepuleri.
¢=Cod. 6 8. Sepnlert.
d = Cod. 66 S. Sepuler,
¢= Cod. 35 8. Crueis.

i}

In using these authorities, we find that d and e are only
transcripts, with occasional modifications, from the Menacum | and
a vory little examination will shew that the foxt of ‘the Menaeum
is only a sccondary authority. Of the remaining Mss., « and b
present an almost identical text, and constitute togother » single
authority. The $oxt is thus reduced to three prineipad authorities,
which vary widely dufer se from time to time; viz. acth, a + b, and
c. In comparing the readings we shall find that the Ethiopie text
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is o1 the whole nuneli superior tr the text of o, b, aad that where
it diverges from this, it ahinost alwiys has ¢ nasocinted with it
We should thus be led to take generally the consensus «of
aeth and ¢ as furnishing the earliest reading; but thiz would
require, first, that there should be o margin loft for secasinnal
pases in which a, b wmay have preserved the right reading: and
soeond, that the econscusus of ¢, b with cither of the pair aeth and
¢ agninst the nther should be regarded ns, nlmost to a certainty,
the primitive reading.  The M8S. would thus be represented by

{riginal text
§

L

T

acth

- nd

P
o

The scheme will test itsclf readily as we cdit the text; but a
fow instances ay perhaps be taken to shew the relation of the
authorities and the generally eorrupt state of transeription,

v.23. a. el pnns mpeaBuTns, kat 67¢ ot EEov dvBpeime Peob
tBpiaac Tov peifova avTob’ émel xateyéhwy 6T paivy.

b e py el mpeaBuTns: xal Yri ovx éfmv dvbpame Ocob
oBpioar Tov peibora avrob’ emel xarayéior gov xai Eheyov Bt
HEVEL.

c. € wy els wpeaBuTns xal ovx éEaw avfpomwy Bplcac Tov
aeilova avToi émixareyélovi ot xal Eleyov e pev [ypadre-
TeUGTOV KTE].

aeth. Woenn du nicht ein hejahrter Mann wiirest, so wiirde 1ch
dich sechmithen und tber dich lachen, doch nicht soll ¢s geschehen,
Jdass man cinen Monschen vorachtet, und zwar cinen bejahrten
Maun; und wenn du nieht ein solcher wiirest, so wilrde ich sagen,
dnss dut susser dir bist,

Comparing these readings we see that the ®eol is to be
rejected ina, b: while the consensus of b, ¢ and the Ethiopic makes
it cortain that the word SmikaTEYEADY WAN followed more or loss

1 The superiarity of the Ethiopic text is affirmed also hy Rinig (Stud. w. Krit.
1877, p. 3193 0 ¥ In der That hiat mir cine durchgiingige Vergleichung heider Texte
gercigt, dnre beide weit von einpnder abweichen, jn dnss der @thiopigche dem
Originale der Qehrift niaher nis der bis jetat veroffentlichte griechirche Text stehit.”
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closcly by xai éxeyoy; while the similarity of the endings éyélw

and heyov is sufficient reason for the omission of a elavse,  Nov

can we be {ar wrogﬁg if, restoring the particle dv from the Moenace,™
we read dmixareyéhov dv oo kal Eeyov 87¢ paivy.

vi. 22, a. & drodwy, dpoplow alrov éx Ths BaBukaves, o &é
©7 drobwy, Eévos yévnrar TS ‘Tepovaaiipu.

b o axovwy, KTE. ...o.... e rr et e
e V. YEVNOETAL KTEouoii s e

¢ & drovwy dvadépw avTey éx Tob drov Tis BaBv\dros’ &
8¢ puy drovwy Eévos ylverar 77 Tepovoarnp xal 775 BaBurdvos.

neth. Diejenigen, welche (auf sie) gehort haben, werde ich
aus Babylon ausfiuhren und sie werden nicht verbannt ven
Jernsalem in Babylon scin.

The chief point hero is the addition of the words ‘and from
Babylon’ by Cod. ¢: they evidently stood in the Ethiopic
archetype but being unintelligible they were corrected to ‘in
Babylon.

Thus we have the consensus of ¢ and aeth for an apparcntly
unintelligible reading: but the story explains it, as we proeeed,
for those who will not obey Joremiah are not only refused aul-
mission to Jerusalem, but they are rejected also on their attempt
to return to Babylon. So that the clause is a gennine une.

Vil 12, a b, éav kukkdooval oe mdvTa Ta weTeiwd ToD oBpavov
xal BoihwyTar mokepijoar pera gob, dywviear (b ayavnoat).

c. édv xuRhpowolv o€ wdvra TR rerewa Tob ovpaved, kxal
wdvres of €xfpol TS annBelas Bovidpevor mokeuisar peta gob,

+ 4
arywoat. e

The missing elause being found also i the Ethiopic, we are
entitled to restore it to the text.

‘'here are some places, however, in which the text is extremely
obscure in all authorities: and we may even be obliged to resort
to conjecture for a reading. For example:

iv. 10. a, b. Tabra elwov Bapovy, éEqrdey Ew Ths molews,
halwy kay Méyoy, "OT Sia o8, 'lepovaariy, eEfNBor dmo oot

o. Tabra eiwwy, EEANOer Khalwy xal Méyerw,”OTc Novmob Sud oé,

~'lepovaarip” xal ¢EqnBer éx Tis TOREWS.

zeth. Und nachdem er dicses geredet hat, ging or weinend

hinaus
Here the Ethiopic has eut the knot of a difficult pnasage by

the simple process of omission of a clause and a, b hy the omission
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of & wonl s we may suggest the reading “O1e humovpeves Sut o4,
Tepovoaryp, éEinar and oot.  This furnishes the necessary
material for the explanation of the variants,

vi. 16, a, b. “Amootelras 8¢ els iy Sacmopdv tav Gvdy,
freyxey ydpTnv kal pélava xal Eyparev émioToXny,

¢. 6 8 Bapoty dméortener els iy dywpdv (sicl) Tav éfvay
cal reykev yapTny xal pélar xal &yparer értaTolny,

aeth. Und Barnch geleitete ihn bis zur Strasse nnd helte
Papier und Tinte wnd schrieb.

The Ethiopic text shews that Stacmopa is a eorruption: for it
gives Strasse which is cquivalent i EBastern language to dyopa:
(cgr. SOk in Arabie ix cither street or warlbet; and this inter-
changeahility of the twe words has given rise to variant and
comflate readings in the Now Testament in Mark vio 56 év rals
iyopais xai €v rals mhare{aes:) so that we may safely read dyopit:
hut dyopa raw é8vGr is more difficult: yet the Tov éGroiv cannot
be omitted sinee it 1w found in e as well as in o, b Let ns see,
then, whether thers are any considerations that will throw light
on thiz diffienlt reading  Is there any market that might be
ealled the Gentiles’ market; or any street that might bear the
name of the Gentiles strect?  This question brings before ns
some very interesting watter.  We niny establish the foflowing
points: {a) that there was a famous fair held annually at Abra-
ham's vak near Hebron; (8) that this was especially a fair of
the Gentiles; (y) that this fair is closely counceted in history
with the Jewish war :mder Hadrian; and (8) that the intro-
duetion of the eity Hebrou, and the terabinth of Abraham, into
the story was suggested to the writer by the carhier Baruch whom
he silargely draws ypon in other details, Aud first, with regard
tr the fair: Sozomen in his Ecelestastical History dovetes a
chapter to the acconnt ol the religions disorders that prevailed
at this fair, and to the suppression by Constantine of the forms of
idolatry that had associated themselves with it. At this Tere-
hinth, says he, there assemble amnually the inhabitants of the
sormtry and the remaoter parts of Paliestine, and the Phanicians
and the Arbians, during the swmmmer season to keep o fonst,
and very many resort thither for the sake of trade, hoth buyers
andd sellers. The feast s diligently frequented by all natious, by
ihe Joews beeause they boast of their deseent from Abrahany; hy
the Grecks heenuse angela thero appeared to men, and by
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Christians.  On this famous apot Constantine ordered the erection
of a Chrigtinn Church?,

This concourse of the (ientiles at the Tercbinth-fair appears
also from the Onomasticon of Eusebius, who saya that the oak
and sepulehre of Abraham are an object of religiona veneratinn
mpos rwr éxfpdv, where Reland long ngoe® saw~that we must
correct éyfpor into éfraw, as Lagarde has done in bis edition
of the Onomasticon®.

Sozomen, indeed, speaks of the Jews as frequenting the fair,
buy there is evidence to set againat this atateinent, according to
Jerome®, who says that “exscerabile fuisse Judacis mereatim eodo-
berrimurn visere,”  We may, therefore, eall this annunal gathermg
a market of the Gentiles, in agreement with our text of Bareh,

The reason of the detestation which the Jows felt for this
fair will be found aceording to Jerome in the constideration of
the connexion between the fair and the Hadrian War.  Many
thousands of men had been sold at this market, after the captnre
of Bether, the last stronghold of the Jews, some of them at
miserable rates, such ag the price of a home’s fued of corn. "Thus
Jerome says, “quod ultima captivitate sub Hadnane, quando et
urbs Jerusalem subversa est, innumerabilis populne  diversae
aetatis et ntriusgue sexus in mercato Tercbinthi venumdatas sit.
Et ideirco exsecrabile etc,” and again in his Clommentary on
Zechariah®, “ legnmus veteres historias et traditiones plangentium
Judacorum, quod in tabernaculo Abrahae, ubl nune per annos
singnles mercatus ecleberrimus exercetur, post ultimam eversio-
nem quem sustinnerant ab Hadriano multa hominum millia
venumdata sint et (uae vendi non potuerint translata in Acgyp-
tmim,” It is clear, thercfore, that the market, however famous,
and widely attended, could never have been popular with the
Jews. It has even bec™ questioned whether in -the time sub-
soquent to the war, they were not disqualified by ediet from

! Sozomen H. E. ii. 4, dvradfa 5& hapmpdv clodrt viv drfrooy wavdyopo dyovew
dpa Bépove ol émixwplor, xal ol mposwrépw llaheoisrwol, xal $oivices xal 'Agpdfior.
Swvlace 88 wheiorrot xal dumopelas Ivexa, Twlnoorres xal dyopdoovres.

? Reland, Palestina pp. 711 8qq. sub voce Chebron.

311 8piis ‘ABpadu xal 70 priua alroBl Pewpeira: xal Opyoracierar Empavds mpds Tov
ix8piv. CL. Jerome, De aitu et nominibus, sub vace Asgboe, A eunetir in cirenitn
gentibus terebinthi locns superstiticse colitur.

i Jerome, Comm, in Jer. xx3i. 15,

¢ Jerome, Comm. in Zach. 11, 4, 5.

11,
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coming as near to Jerusalem as Hebron; some persons maintan
that they were absolutely cxiled from the soil of Palestine; but
in any case we can scc elearly that the market was a foreigners’
market, and that it wns closely cennected historimﬂy'with
[Tadrian’s victories. Indeed it is quite pessible that Hadrian
catablished the fair.  Semcthing of the kind seems to be inplied
in the statemeut of the Puschal Chroniele, which under the
date 119 a.n. (1) reports as follows: *{INBev "Abpravos eis "lepoaa-
Avpa xal éhaBev rovs 'lovdalovs aiypalwrovs, xal arenfov €ls
my Aeyopévny TepéBuwbuy mpoboTnoey Taviyvpiy xai Témpaxey
gurols €ls Tayly (mmov éxagrov, kal Tols Umokeipbévras fxaBev
els Tdtar xal éxel Eotnoer Tavnyvpw xal érwAnoey avrovs. «xal
Los oD viy 7 maviyvpis éxelvn Néyeral "Adptavn.

There is here some eonfusion of dates, and it is alro A question
whother Hadrian visited Palestine himself or whether he merely
eatablished the fairs at the Terchinth and at Gaza by military
anthority ; there is, however, reason for believing that the time
of Halrian is the time to whieh we must refer the cstablishment
of thesce annual gathenings.

It appears then that we may put in a good elaim for the
«dentifieation of the Gentiles’ market, and for the justifieation of
the diffienlt reading of our best manuseript.

Nor need we be at all aurprised at the allusion to Hebron in
the story: for in the Apocalypse of Baruch, which our writer
follows, we find the very same thing. Baruch goes to Hebron
in seareh of a theophany or at lcast of an angelophany. It is the
proper place to look for heavealy visitants'. Our Ethiopie Version,
:f we could accept its reading, would meke the Christian Barueh

1 The parallelism between the two writers may be seen by placing the parsages
aide by side:

Apocsl. Bar.

xxi. 1. Etabii inds et sedi in Valle
Cedron in caverng terrae,

zlvii. Et cum sxissem ae dimisisaemn
oon, abii Inds et dixi ein; Feca sgo vado
usque ad Hebroo: illue enim migit ms
Fortir,

ixxvii. 18. Bt foit prims et vigesima
menae octavo veni ego Baruch et sedi
apbtus querenm in gmbra ramorom (7 i8
this the Tercbinth).. et seripei has duas
epistolas.

Bar, Christ.

iv. 11. xal fpeorer &y pripely xaleld-
BEVOL.

vi. 16. & 8 Bapody drogrelhar el Thv
dyopdy Tov {var sveyxe xdprny xal pélara
xal Eypayer {xiaroliy.
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also go to Hebron, as the proper place to finish the intrrvieiv with
the angel. This would bring the twn Apoealypses into even
closer relation: but we need not assume thisn.  {f our supposition
be correet that the book belongs to the elose of the Hadrian War,
it is certain that the thoughta of the writer must have turned
to the market where the Jews werc rold into slavery; and. eon-
versely, if we have properly identified the Gentiles” market, the ar-
gument is in favonr of referring the book to the time of Hadrinn
as the moat likely period for an allusion to the Terrbinth,

There instances, then, will perhaps suffice to show the natnre
of the text with which we are dealing. It nesd searecly he
remarked that a host of insignifieant itacising and eases of corrupt
transeription have been neglected. The chapters aml verses ure
taken from the text of Ceriani.

Note on the Geography of Fzra and Buruch.

As we study the parallels between this pair of Apnealypsos,
or hetween any pair of the triad, 4 Ezra, Apoeal. Dariel, Bar.
Christ.,, we dorive great advantage for the interpretation of the
three texts. It is a great gaiu, for instanee, $0 see how mueh, in
ench case, depends on a proper knowledge of the snbnrbs of
Jernsalem and the conntry between that eity and Hebron.  We
will take the matter a little further and try to apply onr resulés to
a problem that has been hitherto mnsolved.  Let us ask oursclves
the question whether it is possible to identify the field of Arphad
or Ardath mentioned in the 4th bock of Ezra as the lneality of
nne of the visions of that Apocalypse. The passage runs “ibix In
campuin florum ubi domus non est aedificata, ct manduces so-
lummode de fleribus campi......et profectus sum, atent dixat miht,
in campum qui vocatur Arphad et sedi ibi in floribus™ (iv. Esd.
ix. 24—26). The Ms8. are, as might be expected, in the greatest
eonfusien over this Ardath: the Latin texts reading Ardath,
Ardat, Ardoch, or Ardacks which arc evidently modifications of
a primitive Ardat, or Ardath; the Arabic reads Araat, the
Armenian Ardab; while the Syriac and Ethiopie agree in reading
Arphad, and the weight of their combined testimony is so great
that it is the aeceepted reading in Fritzsche'a text.  On the
other hand the Arabic reading is very close, when written in
uncia] Greck, to the Latin reading; nor s the Arm(:-nign very far

32
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fromi it The uestion being insolnble from the w88, alone, we
turn to the known relations between the group of Apocalypses
mentioned above: the firat thonght that suggoests itsclf is that
perhaps the field in question may be the field of Agnppa men-
tioned in Christian Baruch. The two names are not 8o remote
as to render identification impossible, and if we imagine the
y to drop ant we ean eeme very near to the Arphad of the
Syrinc version. Dt perhaps this assumption is a little too
diffeult, and so we will try another and easier one.

Observing  the faet that Hebron iz mentioned in Apacal.
arnch as eme of the scats of prophetic inspiration, and that
ITebron is aleo implied in the Christian Barueh, we ask onrselves
whether it is mentioned in 4 Rzra. Now if we turn to the
Apaealypse of Baruch, we find that the vision at Tchron s
preceded by a seven days’ fast, and that before the prophet beginag
his fist or sete ont for Hehron ke bids farewell to the people and
their ollers whe are extromely unwilling that he should depart
from amengst them,  The parallel to this passage in 4 Fzra 18
in o. xii. v. 40—51; as we may see from the following:

Apoeal, Bar. 4 Esdras.

e. xivi. Et reapnndernnt filing menus c. xii. 40. Et fretum est cum sudisset
ot meninres popnli et dixermnt mihi: nmnis popalux quoniam periravsierunt
Uaque ad iatinamodi humiliavit ons septem dies et ego non fuissem reversna
Fortie, ut recipini te a nohis citn ot in civitatem et congregani 8¢ omnis 8
minimo uaque ad maximum et venit ad
me et dixerupt mihi dieentes,

41, Quid peceavimus tibiet quidininats
ggimns in te...tn enim nobis superasti...
sient locerna in loea ohseuro.

50. El profectus est populus sicnt

vore orimus in tenebria, &¢, &e.

¢. xlvii. Ft cum exissemn ne dimisinsem

eas nhii inde et dixi eia: Feee egn vado
eaque ad Hebron...et voniad enm Ineum

abi serman factns fueral ad me et sedi:

ihi et ieiunavi septem diebue, ct factum
est post dies seplem....

dixi ei in civitatem: ego antom sedi
in eampo septem dicbus ricut mihi man-
davit et manducavi ds foribus, &e. Et
{aclum est port diea septem....

We suspect, then, that the place of the ffth vision of Ezra
¢the vision of the great Eagle) may be taken to be Hebron; but
a glance at the text will shew that the acenc is the same as in
the fonrth vision (the vision of the Sorrowing Woman): and this

oone is the field of Arphad, or Ardath, or whatever may be its

right name. It scems, therefore, that Hebroa as a place for
cistons tupns up in all three Apocalypses, and that Ardath is in
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s neighbvurbond,  With some likelhood we may say further
that the oak of Abraham as a place for colestial communications
turns up in all three writings: in the Christian Baruch by
inipliention in the allusion to the Gentiles’ market or fair at the
Terebinth ; and in the Apocalypse of Baruch the oak is snggested
in the parallel ps,smge to this, quoted in a previous note (Apoeal.
Bar, c. Ixxvil, 18", But it is also in Bzra, for we find in o xiil. 57,

* Bt profectus sum et transii in campum (se. Ardath)...ct sedi ibi
tribns diebus. {c, xiv.) Et factum est tertio die, et ogo sedebam
sub quercn (se. Terebintho).”

Now observe further that the place of vision is described
Ezra as “campum...ubi domus non est aedificata,” and compare the
deseription which Sozomen gives of the sascred wak and iis
surroundings. “ The place is open and cultivated ground, nor
are there any buildings except the well and the ancient Abra-
hamic bnildings around the oak ” {aifpios yip xal apooiuds éoTiw
& xwpos kal ovx Eywv olwpara 7 pova Td wept Thv Splv mwaias
roi "ABpadu yevoueva xal o ¢péap T6 map avrol xartackevasfév).
At first sight the parallelism of these two passages srems a littlc
artificial ; but this objection disappears as soon as we observe that
in either case the absence of buildings iz a corollary from the
sanctity of the place. It had been rendered holy by the Theo-
phany which had occurred there. Each of our three Apocalyptists
is occupied with the subject of the Upper Jerusalem, and examina-
tion shews that it was believed that Abraham had seen this Heavenly
City at Mamre. Let us then compare what Ezra aad Apocalyptic
Baruch say on this point:

Bar, Apocal, ¢ Esdras.
iv, 8. Ostendi eam (s0. Jorusalem) 1. 50. Ostendit tibi Altissimua clari-
Adnmo priusquam peccaret; cum vero tatem gloriac eius (se. Jerussicm) et
sbjecit mandatum, sublata est ab eo, ut  pulchritudinem decoris cins. Proptores
olism paradisus, Et postes oatepdieam  enim dixi tibi ut venires in agrum ubi
rervo meo Abrahamo noctu inter dxy‘? non ert fundsmcmu'm 'fmdiﬁo‘iio; nee
siones victimarum.” enim poterat opus g8edificii hominis sua
tinere in loeo ubi mc:pwbaz Altisgimi
civitas ostendi.

The place of Ezra’s vision is the same as that of Abraham,

We have thus proved that the scene of the 14th chaptor of Ezra
is gcographically identified with the neighbonrhood of Abraliuin's
oak; it any doubt remained on our mind. as to the correctness of

1 p. 34,
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the tnvestigation, v inight be dispelled by the following further
congiderntion : when Ezra is sitting under the oak, a volce comes
to him ont of the bush saying, Ezra, Kzra; and the speaker goes
on to say that it was in the burning bush that he appeared to
Moses when the people was in bandage in Egypt. Now we may
very well ask, What i (he reason for this abrupt allusien to the
burning bush; how came the anthor’s mind to travel that way?
The answer is that the Tercbinth of Mamre was supposed to have
the same virtue of non-intlammnbility as the bush in Mount Sinpal,
The evidence for this will be found in Reland, Pulesting, under
the heading Chebrun, and is as follows:

Ps. Eustathing, writing a commentary an the Hexaemeron,
aays (Migne, Dalr, (/v xviii. T78) that Joseph was buried in the
gsame place as his ancestor Abraham, and that in this place is
the Terebinth where Jueob Ind the idols of Laban, and which is
atill reverenced by the people-of the ncighbouring countries....
And if this Terebinth be eet on fire it is swallowed in flame and
one would think it to have been consumed ;) but as soon as the
fire in extinguished the Terebinth is scen to be unharmed. The
same aceount is given by Georgius Syneellns in his Chronographia
(ed. Nicbuhr, Vol 1. 202): aud it appears that Syncellus and
Eustathius are drawing from a common authority, since their
language is similar, and they both make the mistake of confound-
ing the vak at Shechem with the tree at Mamre.  This common
authority is named by Synecllus; it is the chronographer Julius
Africanus, who must therefore be alse responstble for the blunder®.

b Wo give the pasaages xido by sido
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We have thus s perfect explanation of the allusion made by
Ezra to the burning bush. There was a tradition that the Tere-
binth was incombustible. It appears, thercfore, that we ought
to identify the field of Eadrag’ vision with the neighbourhood of
Hebron and the sacred cak. This suggests that we should read
Arbaa' as the name of the field (the ancient name of Hebron
being Kiriath-Arba). Writing this in uncial characters, the word
easily becomes opBaa, from which the Ardab of the Armenian is
a mere transporition, and Arphad of the Syriac a slight change
af two closely related lettérs. The other variants readily explain
themselves in & sirnilar manner,

The Ezra-Baruch legends in the Koran.

We have in tho preceding scction traced the process of cor-
ruption by which thc manuscripts of the fourth book of Ezra
have disguised the writer's geography almost beyond identifica-
tion. We will now add something further to the subject, though
only in a tentative manner, by trying to demonstrate that traces
of our group of Apocalypses or at least of some of them are to be
found in the Koran and in Commentaries on the Koran.

The second chapter of the Koran entitled ‘the Cow’ contains
uear the close a curious passage which Sale renders as follows:
* Hast thou not considered how he behaved himsclf who passed by
« city which bad been destroyed even to her foundations? He
said, How shall God guicken this city after she hath been dead?
And Qod caused him to dic for an hundred years and afterwards
raised him to life. And God said, How long hast thou tarricd
here 7 He answered, A day or a part of a day. God said, Nay thon
hast tarried here an hundred ycars. Now laok on thy food and
drink, they are not yet corrupted ; and look on thine ass: and this
have we done that we might make thce a sign unto them.” And
Sale remarks that it is the opinion of the Arabic commentators

wiveras xat voulferar rals wdow els xfvw éx v Tais xavyybpeot T8 xupas dvowat, 7 &
it Phoyos dvaklerbar, xalra oBecfeioa  ov xarexafera Soxaloa wlrpagfae. wapd
#éyrol downe oAy xal dxdpasor Selxrural. ravryy b rdepos "ABpady xal'loads. ¢asl 84
rwer pdfSor elval rivos vy dmtevwflvruy
dy~Quv 1 "Afpadp gurevbeicar airbfi.
! The txx give uniformly Arboe, which Jerome correots to Arbee: * corsupte
in nosteis codicibus Arboe seribitur cum in Hebraeis legatur Arbee ™
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that the person spokon of here is Ozair or Ezra He gives somw
further expansion of the legends, which it is quite likely that he
tonk from Maracei. At all cvents there is in this anthor’s Pro-
dromus ad Refutativnem Alcorany Tt. iv. 85 n good note on the
subject, ns follows: “ Conveniunt omnes, ques videre potui, Aleo-
rantm hie loqui de Ozair, i eat Ezra, qni transiens 1uxta civitatem
Jerusalem 1 a Chaldacis destroctain, insidens asine cum canistro
ficormn et eyathe plens musto, eocpit ambiger, quomodeo posset
Deus illam wirbem restituere, ot habitatores ctus in en exstinetos
suscitare.  Dens autem mort fecly evun, mansilque mortuus per
centim annos ; post quos suseitatus a eo, vidit ficus ef musti
eyathnm adhue Integros ¢t incorruptes; asinum vers extinctnm
et tr nssa rednetnm o ad gquae respiciens Fzrn dussa Dei vidit illa
elevarl, atque inter se compactn earne vestin, of fierl asinnm, in
nrem et Dens spivitun immisisset statin coepit radere.”  D'Her-
belot in his Biblioth?yue Orientude, vnder the heading Ozair, gives
the same traditions more at length: “ Les interprotes de PAlcoran
dizent. sie ce passage que Thomioe dont 11 est parld ict est Ozair
ot Badras lequel nyant é6é mend e captivité par Bakht-at-Nassar
st Nabuchodonosor & Babylone, et delivré ensuite miraculeusc-
ment de sa prison, se transporte & Jerusalem, qui dtoit pour lors
rainde, et Sarrfta & un village, fort proche de cette ville, nommé
Sair abad, maisan e promenade, et Derr anab, lieu de vignoble,
une vigne dnns Ia signifieation que les Italiens donnent & ce mot.
Ce Hen gqui w'étoit convert que de maznres, avoit cependant dans
son terroir des Figniers ¢i des Vignes chargez de fruits. Esdras
en prit pour sa provision cf alla se loger anpris de quelque pan de
muraille qui restoit encore sur picd. Ce fut Tv qu'il établit un
hermitage ol 1l vivoit des fruits qn'il aveit cuelllis et tenolt un
asne que Juy avait servi de monture pendant son voyage, attaché
anpres de Iny. (e maint homiane en considerant de oo lien 1 les
rnines do la ville Saiufe plenroit amérement desant le Seignenr ct
disoit sonvent en Iny méne, plitost on admirant In prissanee de
Dieu, q'en mummurant contre elle: * Comment les raines do
Jornsalem, pnurrnivnt'—v]lz»s jamais se relever”  Mais 1l v'efit pas
plivtost conen eette pensdée que Dicw e fit monrir sur ¢ champ et
lo tint caché aux yeus de hommes avee tout ce gu'il avott autsur
de Tui, Pespace. dun sibele entier, an meme dtat qu'il se trouvoit
pour fors.  Cependant, solxante et dix ans npres la 'm'.)rt' de
Nabnchodonoeser, Dien suscita Noschek Roy de Perse, qui ordenna
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fe retablissement de s Ville ot du Temple de Jerusalam, ot trente
ans apres les ordrea de ce Roy ayant été exeeutes Dicu resuscita
Budras en un tel état quiil luy parut n'avoir dermi que pendant
un jour, mais ayant ouvert les yeux, il connut bientdt, que Dien
avoit operé un grand miracle en sa persanne, ot ®'éeria aussitit,
Dicu certalnement est tout puissant; car, il peut faire tout ce
qu'il luy plait.” '

Upon the passage which we hnve quoted from the Koran,
Maracei endeavours to show that the legend, though it eontaing
more figments than wards, agrees better with the history of
Nehemiah than Ezra; the cup of wine being a reminiseence of
the office which Nehemiah held at the Persian court, and the ass
a reflection of the benst on which he mads the eircuit of the
ruined city.  But he asks in despair “ Whenee the death of Nehie-
minh and his ass: and their resurrection after the lapse of a
century ; and whence this story of the marvellous econservation of
wine and figs?  Some persous say that it is net Eara, nor Nehe-
imiah, but a cortain Alchedrum.” The story certainly is a quieer
confusion of legends; it must be evident that we have many single
gentlemen rolled into one, and that the principal one amongst
thent is our fricnd Abimclech the Ethivpian, whose basket of figs
furnishes the explanation which Maracci scarched the Seriptures
for in vain.

The mythical Alchedrum is thercforc Abimelech: and the
sontence in which Cod directs the supposed Ezra to look on his
marvellously eonserved fod and drink has its origin 1n the passage
whore the old man tells Abimelech to look into the basket and sce
that the figs have no evil smell though they were gathered 66
years ago. We may, if we please, refer the story of the ass amd
the winc-eup to Nehemial, but as we have here a pract: ally
cortain origin for the Mohammedan legends, it 18 best to exlhiaust
this source before sceking a second, and we find that the story of
the sleep of Abimelech is the origin of the one hundred yeard'
death-sicep of the Ezra of the Koran. And indecd althongh the
Koran gives the time as 100 years, the legends quoted by D' Herbelot
show traces of & knowledge of the number 70 as given in corrected
copies of the Christian Baruch. Why clse should it have been
said that the 100 years was made up of 70 years from the death
of Nebuchadnezzar tegether with 30 years to the timoe of Noschek,
king of Persia ?
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Further, the passage in the Koran is used 1o prove the re-
surrection of the dead by the resurrection of the city. And it is

to be noticed that Abimelech when he sces that the figs exude,

still their milky jnice, bronks into an oxultant apostrophe to his
flesh which God is able to rovive,

The writer, too, who made his Ezra sleep 100 years and think
it to be a day or part of a day, is in cxact consonance with
Abhimelech who thinks he has slept a very fittle and would in fact
fike to sleep a little more,

But, as we have said, the legends eolleated in D'Herbelot are
uot totally cxplained by the introdnetion of onr Abimelech, It
looks ar if the fourth book of Ezra were here, if not some biblieal
altusion also to Nelieminh,  The account which he gives of Ezr
finding a hermitage in a desolute spot not far from the city, is
marvellonsly like the story of the sojourn in the Field of Arphad;
his dict of figs may be only-a eorrcction for the flowers which
Izra is directed to live on.  And cven the allusion to the ruins
which eovered the ground may be an adaptation of Ezra’s note
that the spot was clear of buildings. We will even go so far
s to suspect that the ficld of Arbaa (Arbad) vnderlies the per-
plexing names which D'Herbelot quotes for the place of Ezra's
hernittage.

It sceins, therefore, to sum up, that there is guod reason to
believe that Mohammed was acquainted with the Christian Baruch,
and that the Commentators who cxplained his allusion were
aguainted also with the fourth book of Kzra. In view of the
wneertainty which prevails with regard to the literary sources of
Mohammedanian especially on the Christian side, it may be not
wholly wseless to have given some eonfirmation of the theory of
Cerinud, that the second ehapter of the Koran draws on the story
eontained in the last words of Baruch.

The Chivstian Baruch, & Iozra, and Buarnabas.

An inleresting question arises in onc passage of our author as
to the possibility of a reference to the epistle of Barnabas, and the
subject is impertant cnough in view of the uncertainty of the
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date of that epistle; sc that it seems hardly fair to dismise the
matter in the compass of a foot-note,

In ¢ ix. 15, we find & prediction that the tree of life which
is planted in the midst of Paradise will come into the world, and
that this tree will cause the fruitless trecs to become fruitful,
and the boastful trees to wither; and the trec which is cstab-
lished will make them to bend. So at least we have edited,
deserting the reading of our Mss.: which give the sonse “will
make them to be judged'. The difference between the two
readings is only a single letter. Our best MS. has failed here,
and the text of the Ethiopic version is so confuscd, that 1t i
almost unintelligible. That our emendation, however, is snb-
stantially correct may be seen from tha following passago quoted
in Gregory of Nyssa amongst a number of Testinionics agaiust
the Jews': -

Kal tére Tadra cvvrereclicerar, Aéyer Kipios, drav Evdov
Einwy (1. Eirg) k)87 xal dvaot) xal Srav éx Eihov alpa orafe
(. erdfy). The two corrections which we have given in brackets,
obvious enough of thcmselves, are given by Ceriani from an
Ambrosian M8

Now this bending of tree to tree is cxactly what is spoken
of in our author, when he intimates that the trec of life will
make all the other trces to bow before it.  So that our correction
of the text is justified, as we shall sce more clearly as we proceed.

Two questions then arise, first as to the origin of the quo-
tation which Nyssen makes: sccond as to the meaning of the
similar matter in the text of our author. We wiil take these
points in order. The passage is very like one in the twelfth
chapter of Barnabas, which runs as follows: ‘Opolos wdhw wepl
rob oravpob épiler év ANy mpodnTy Aéyovre: Kai mwore raira
curreheafioerar ; Aéyer Kipios: drav Edhov wdifj xal dvacty
xal brav ek Eddov alua arafyp.

We may regard it as almost certain that CGregory Nyasen is
quoting from Barnabas; the differences being sa stight that we
can at once allow for them by the ordinary processes of transerip-
tion. We have only to imagine the text of Barnabas to have
dropped Evre after Edrov and all is clear. But this brings

1 Zacagni, Collectanea Monumenta, p. 309 ; Ceriani, Mon. Sac. +. i. 108.
¥ Cod. C. 135, Inl
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Barsiabas it very  chime rolation with the buaruage of  the
Chnstinn Barnels,

We nmiust not, howover, asanme any dircet quotation between
them, inasmueh s the passage in Barnabas is istinetly given as a
quotation from one of the prophets.  Nor shouk]l we have much
difliculty i identifying this prophet with the Apoenlyptic Ezra,
because a great part of the quotation ean at onee be found in his
text, and beecanse the Christian Baruch, who exhibits parallel
language to that part of Barnabas' quotation which canunot be
found 1 the text of Ezm as cdited, has been shewn to have in-
ternal relations with the fourth bonk of Ezra.  We will place the
parsiges side by side for the sake of comparison ;

tiregory Nyss., and  Christian  Baruch {ix. 18, 1 Fzra iv. 88, v, 6, 9.

Barnabaa {xii, 1),

Kal wbre sarra owv-
veheafnmerar ;. Aye
Kémos: "Orav Hiday
by xal draery kal
- + +

Erav  €x Eodov alua

i6).
Plverac 8¢ perd Tody xaiposts
radravs, xal Ipxrrac ¢y viw
yav T8 8dudpey Tas {wns 13 €v
péow 700 mapadeloov gpurrendiy,

xal & Bef\acrynéra xal pe-

Ft respondi ot dixi, Quo-
modo ot quande hace?.. ...
et e ligpo sanguis atillabit,
et lapis dabit vocem suam

orafp.  xal v& BeBhaoraxdra xal e
yaXawxetyra. . ... ..., ct in dulcibus nquis enlase
wochoer shifiqeac vd $vdpor ¥4 invenientur.
sramydéy. . ... e e

T4 yluxfa OBdara dhuvpd ye-
Y RTAVTAL,

We must then, I think, eonchude that the Reecension of 4
dzim. which Barnabas and the Christian Barich used contained a
clanse anawering to érav Edhov Evhg «Xef7.  This is, 1 think, the
very conelusion arnved at by Le Hir in hs discussion of the fourth
book of Ezra’.  Le Hir, however, goea further and very ingeniously
secks the origin of the whole Ezra passage in the praphet Habakknk,
where the stone eries from the wall that is builded by deecit and
the cross-beamn answers back to 1t and where woe is denouneced on
those who build houses by blood. The conjunction of stone, tree
and blood 18 suggesiive even in a translation, especially when
it 18 « talking stone, teo, as w4 Ezm and in the later Barnch,
But M. Le Hir goes so far as te restore the whole passage of
Habakkiuk into close textual agreement with Barmnabas amd Ezra,
as the following will shew :

1 Etudes Biblgres, p, 198,

A
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Habakkuk ii. 11,
N3 BB Y M3 ooy I'yb 83
Suggested corruption of Le Hir,
T D3 v e 1'yo D83

Now without endorsing the whale of the anggestions of this
reading, we may say that the first one, which turns on the eqniva-
lenee of the two Hobrew roats which mean respeetively to anover
and fo bend, is so striking that we may be pretty sure we have
tracked the quotations to their sonrce; and we may add to this,
what I do not think Le Hir neted, thai the words which preeade in
Habakkuk “the stone shall ery eut of the wall)” answer exaetly o
“the stone shall give its voice” of Hzr, and, in fact, furnish the
momentum  for the misundeestandings whieh culminnte in the
persontfication of the dying Jereminh by a stone. Wo may there-
fore follow with eonfidenee the gronter part of Le Hir's reasoning.

And, bearing in mind that the Hcbrew toxt of the passage in
Habakkuk 18 perfeetly satisfactory, and necds neither toxiual cor-
reetion nor any subtleties of interpretation, we may say that in
a certain cirele, probably Jerusalem, there prevailed a flngrant
corruption or mistranslation of the pasgage: that this eorruption
becarnie the basis of exegetical subtleties on the part of Apocryphnl
writers, both Jews and Christiana: the former, probably, explained
the “bleod that drops from wood’ of the martyrdom of Lsainh:
while the latter, who never missed the chanece of secing the * eross’
in any reference to “beams,” “trees” ‘rods’ or “timber,)” were able
to find a prophetic testimony to the central abjeet of their fuith in
the fact that *wood should bend to wond,” or that “blood rhonld
trickle ’ therefrom.

And this brings na to the second point; viz. the meaning which
onr Christian Baruch attached to the words which he has absorbed.
He is preaching the triumph of the Cross; this may be regarded o
be as certain as if he had followed Barnabas’ example aud prefixed a
paragraph saying that the prophet is here speaking of the Cross,
But it is not quite so clear whother he is speaking of* the assuinp-
tion of the Cross, which 1s of conrse the Trce of Life, into Paradise
and 1ts adoration by the rest of the trees of the garden, or of the
descent of the Tree from Paradise and iis adoration by the rest of
the trees of the world.  The former opinion derives some weight
from the fact that some of the carly Christiang believed the Cross
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had been enught up it Paradise, & natural belief when we von-
rider that they had so persistently tanght that it was the Tree
which had been planted in the midst of the garden.

But the latter opinion agrees better with the statement of the
writer that the tree ik coming to the carth and that ghe fruitless
ireca (e the Gentiles) will under its inflnence bear frint, while
those that have spronted and are high-minded (e, the extreme
acetion of the Jews) will have to bow biforeat,
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