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Vil PREFPACE

able to tnke a fiyving Jeap into the very centre of the Gospel
history,  As swd above, this was not what [ arigimally ex-
pected or imtended : but the wotion of the cnquiry could not
be arpested, I we have really found a clue for the elimina-
tion of certain Gospel miraeles from the pages of history, we
must follow the elue as far as it can fairly be traced, on the
ground that what s goeod for the Old Testament or for
Judaism eannot necessarily be tllieit for the New Testament
or for Chnstianity.  The value of the enguiry and its
supposed results will be estimated later on by those who are
more expert than ourselves in theologieal Jearmng, and in
the folk-lore which we have assumed to be a branch of
i..%'i{ﬂ{?ieagys

No book that I have ever written has left mie with a
greater burden of indebtedness to my friends; they have
turmished e with parallels and with facts from the four
corners of the world and from the longest extension of time.
[t is impossible to nsune them all; here and there the reader
will find an ackoowledgenent made for some service or
mformation, or verified quotation. My own studeuts, from
their international chiaracter (Woodbrooke being a meeting
place of the nations), have delved for me into the folk-lore of
Fanrope, Asia, Australin, and Amenca: if T wention one who
hiss worked harder for e and brought home maore spoil than
others, it will be my friend, Me B HL D Willey, Dr Glover,
ws e previous cases, has helped me with many wise sugges-
piones, and with the clinanation of wany ervors, typographical
and vtherwise. M FL G Montagn Powell supplied me with

an actual carved timaze of o dead twin, which he had obtained

n, who is a dovfor i Lagos. Dr Frazer gave e

{yong nis so

paany s bt from fus vest collection of folk-dore. My Fritz
Kyonkow helpad me where 1 owas altogether nplurnished, in

the pegion of carly Avabie lterature, My Missionary friends,
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X1t INTRODUCTION

My first book on the Twie-Calt was an i'f};piiilsia‘.sﬂ. af a
short course of lectures given i Cambridge 1u the year
F003. 1t was entatied the Diseur? we the Chvistion Legends.
ervation that there was o tendeney
s by stnnlarity of sound or hy
parallelisi of meaning the twin relationship, it was suggested
fand this was the real pont of departure in the enguiry)
that Florus and Laurus in the Byzantine and other calendars

i

Starting trom the ol

human nemenclatoce to expres

were Lwins,  Vespasian's retort upon a eonrtier who had
eorreeted him for sayving plostrion instead of plawstrum by
calling him Flowrses instead of Florus, may be unsed to
tnstrate the pronuneiation of the names

[t was then noted that amongst the Russiau pes
Florus and Lowrus (or as they say Frol and Lawior) are

sty

regarded as the patron saints of horses, which led to the
next suggestion that they were the representatives of the
Creat Twin-Brethren of pre-Chrstian times,

That they were twins was eonfivmed by a refercuee to
thetr Acts i the Synaxans of the Greek Church, where they
were deseribed as twin-brethren, who were of the craft of
stone-nasons, the day of their celebration being the 18th of
Aagust.

This wmight have been confirmed by calendars of the
Syrian Chureh; for exunple, i the Parts Syriae M8 142,
they are commemorated as follows:

18th of Ab. Commewmoration of the holy martyrs,
the twin-brethren Laarus and Florus.

Ab was, of eourse, the substitnte for Angnst, when the
fostival was taken over, and 1t is to be observed that 1t was
as twins that they were in the first mstance eonmemorated
IS

The next fact betrayed by the Chureh cadendars, was
that the I3th of Angust was the day on which the Greck
Chureh honours St Helena, the mother of Constantine, which
imediately suggested that the Cult of the Twins was
aceompatied by a enlt of their sister: Castor and Pollox, as
Filorms and Laurug, being ceclesiastically atfached to thetr
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X1y INTRODUCTION

from cortan points of view, with the Mormng Star, and the
Lvenmng Star. This diseovery was important, not only for
s confinmation of the sbservation of Taeitus, who sadd that
the young men named Alas amongst the Lithuanians were
hononred as Castor and Pollux amongst the Romans, but
also beeanse 1t suggested that there was an carlier stage of
stellar wlentiheation which preceded that of the well-known
stars m the constellation Gewini, Tt was clear that at one
time the Arvan raece did net know that the Morning Star
was the same as the Kvening Star; and becanse they were

alike, they were treated as twins, rather than as the same
star.  Moreover, they never appeared in the East and West
on the same night, but, as 1t was said, when one was up, the
other was down, and conversely, which led at onee to the
beantiful story of the divided 1mmortality of Castor and
Pollux 1in the Greek mythology,  This strange belief in ihe
duality of the planet Venus was illustrated sabsequently on
a Journey aeross Asian Minor, when 1 could not find anyone
who was aware that the Marning Star was the same as the
Fvening Star. The Greeks thewselves seom 1o have arrived
at thiz knowledge quate late.

We are now able to deteet the carlier behef whieh lay

behind the Greek legend

oof the divided 1mmortahity of
Castor and Pollux, and to suspect that i each ease of o par
of Great Twin Brethren, one of the pair was mortal and
the other was mmortal; this was due, not te a stady of
the stars, but to the dual patermity, whieh had affected the
niother of twins, one parent belr

i

g an wmnortal god, and
the other a wortal man,  This obzervation turned eut to be
very unportant ; it was not suspeeted ot the e, as proved
afterwards to be the ecase, that the belief in question was not
contined 1o the Arvan race, but that, in some forin or other,
the duad paternity theory eould be dlusteated fom the wost
uncivilized and savage races that exast upon the planet; =0
that we peed not bave bepun our euquiry with ancient

or with classical writers

cowe might have begnn it

with the moedern mssonary and traveller engaged o work

for and observanions of the rudest peoples, This point was
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Kvl INTRODUCTION

i required that the Vedie Horsemen are the Dioseuri,  The
objection may be noted; it will answer itself as the enguiry
proceeds: when it has been shown that similar beliefs ean
be traced all over the rest of the world, we shall not be able
to msalate India, or even Palestine. Tt may, however, be
remarked - passing, that the variety of funetions assigned
to the Great Twins is just ag marked in the West as in the
Bast: though their place in the pantheon of Olymypus is
barely recognised, they share funetions with almost every
Olympic god: but it is not they who are encroaching upon
the Olympians: every one knows, by this time, that, with
some exceptions, 1t is the Olymplans who are modern: the
overlapping in function between thewm and the Twins arises
from the fact that the religious stratumn which appears in
the Olympic religion is superposed upon earlier strata, which
it does not wholly cover: and when the antiquity of the
Twin-Cult is demonstrated, there is no ditticalty in their
exercising  powers of divination with Athena, or going
hunting after the fashion of Artemis.  With Zeus they share
antiguity as well as function, and the latter because they are
Dioseuri, Zeus” boys.

To return to the investigation in Disscuri and the
Christiun legends.  The atterapt to classify the funetions
which the Dioscuri exercised both in the Fast and the
Wast, led to o starthing result in another quarter of. the
Chrstian world. It is well known that legend had heen
busy with St Thomas and with his place in the propagation
of Christianity in the Kast, say from Edessa to Indis. These
legends oceur inan early Syriae docnment, eallod by the
mune of the defs of Thomas, which gives the story of St
Thomas" apostolate in native Syriac, showing no signs of a
translation. It ts well known that the name Thomas means
nothing more or less than Twin; and when we read the
aceonnt of s aission, we find him discharging Dioseuric
functions all alonyg the line. He can haild palaces and
terples and tombs; he ean make ploughs and yokes, and
mwasts for ships: he can tawme anhmals for driving, and he
can act as the patron of a wedding; to say nothing of ather
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s, and to show

the Dioseune sts on the comnage of Ede
sreat pillars, which still vise above the city from

the ramparts of 11 citadel, were votive pillars in honour of

[
that the two
}
i

w Twing, and it was suggested that the Syriae inseription
o one of the pillars could be read in that sense.  Under
bhoth  these heads there was something wanting to the
argiment ;. the nowmismatic evidence was Mi:-s(x:p(;ibzis of ather
mierprotations and the decipherment of the nseription on
the pillar was challenged by Prof. Burkitt on an important
point.  So that, here again, cantion and repeated mvestigation
woere neeessary.  The main paints as to the existence of
Dioseurie worship at Edessa are quite clearly made out,
The Twins were there from old time, and they were replaced
by Jesus and Thomas.  That was the chief result of the
encuiry, and, it need hardly be said, 1t rajsed at onee the
question whether the Twins had heen stmilarly displaced

elsewhere, and whether Jesus and Thomas were really Twins,
or whether they were only treated as sueh by the hag
for the sake of the ;;me,i results that %wu[? follow in the
depaganisation of Fdessa.

¥ lnin}jiﬁ

Collaterally, again, the question was raised as to the
place of the Twin-Cult in the Semitie rehgion. Fdessa itseld,

was in aneient tines a meciing point of religlons: it is so,
alinost as deetdedly, to-day.  We must not, however, assiime
Seniitie ancestry for the Twing becanse they are called
Moning and Aziz: these might be only names given by the
Edessan Arabs o the Aryan or Parthian Twins,  The
suestion as ta the existence of Twing i Semitie religion has

t be investipated on its ewn mertds, as, for stanee, in
Pliconein |

woe are not quite sure that Phoenieia i
oy Semitie) and in Palestine and Arabia On these

pointa alse further enquiry was to be desired.
[n the volume which llowed, named the Cult

Heapenly Tuias épuhi hed In 1906), the enquiry was re.

sured s and this thme, fnstead of beginning with the pairs of
pwitcsaimts under ecclesiasticnl disguise o the Calendar, |

)

Began at the opposite end of the evolution of the cult, with
study of the Taboo of Twing, which prevadls to this day
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which regard Twins as a blessing, though they show, by ther
purtheations of the persons involved, and of the community
in which they appear, that the second interpretation either
leans npon the first, which 16 has corrected, or, which is
perhaps the more accurvate way of stating the case, that the
primitive Fear, aronsed by the uncommon or abnormal
event, has been explamed in two opposite senses. It is
eurions that, to this day, tribes which are locally almost
contiguous, will take opposite views of the perplexing phe-
nomenon.  Those which think twins a blessing appear to do
s0, beeause they find them serviceable; they, with thewr
mother, stand for abnormal fertility, which is thonght of as
contagious; and they are ercdited with control of the
mituences which wmake for fertility, which gives them at onee
a place of authority, beeause of their usefulness, in the tribes
where they are born. The next important step was the
discavery that there were tribes in S.E. Afriea, which had
referred the parentage of both the twins to the Sky (or
perhaps to its equivalent, the Thunder) and that the Twins
had obtained, through this parentage, the title of Sky-
childron, or Thuander-children. We are now at a stage i
the evolution of the cult which waust have been very nearly
that of the ancestors of the Greeks, when they gave to their
idealised Twin-Brethren, the title of Dioseur, or Zeus” hoys,
From this point, the investigation proceeds with comparative
case, the more savage interpretations of twinship being now
left. behiud, except for stray survivals of anecient custows;
andd an inereasing sense 13 developed of the greatness, and

ooodness, and nsefalness of the Twing, as being, either
H
H

wholly or i part, the descendants and representatives of

the Shyerod,
[eowas now possible to explain why the Twins had such
A promineat place i agriculture, and amongst the tribal

rathmakers,  Suecesstve inventions could be directly traced
o thew, and they became the patrons of sexual acts and the
orers of lapsed soxual functions. They acquired mantie

gitts and became prophets and healers; they used their
relaiion to the all-sceimy Heaven to determine whethor men
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o function shonld have fallen to the lot either of twins, or
the deseendants of twing.  The same thing appears in the
hunctions of chariot-driving and horse-traiming : we ay
casily prove these funetions to exist over wide areas; but we
cannot eastly prove that they were mmplieit in the archaic
cult. These and similar enquiries remain over, to be dis-
cussed more earefully as we know onr Twins betier, and as
we cease to be satisfled with merely recording the facts,
withont giving a reason for the facts.

In arder to solve the question as to why the Heavenly
Twins became the special patrons of salors, and are so, to
some extont, even to the present day, it did net seem to me
tor be adequate to label the Twins as Universal Saviours, and
then deduce from that title ene of their most striking
functions ; nor did it seem sufficient to say that the rvespect
paid by sailors to the Twins was due to the control which
the Twins exercised over the weather by their athliation
with the Sky-god; for we found them exercising their art
over inland waters and streams, as well as over open seag,
and in those cases the control of the weather scemed hardly
an adequate motive.  Aceordingly 1T proceeded to make
a further study of the Dioscan as Sea-Saints, and discovered
that there were not a few cases in which it could be proved
that the Twins had definitely eome down-siream, and had
been honoured  on rivers  before ever they came o be
revered at sea: an anteresting case was that of Roouulus
and Remms, who are still worshipped on the Riviera as
S Romolo and San Remo, and under other disguises can
cusily be recognised on the Atlantic sea-hoard and else-
where,

yi‘hszwi H
ihe History of Relig
Contemporary  Review an Jannary of  the followimg year.
Many new illustrations were given, not only of the general
thesis that the Disscurt were River-Saints before they were
Sea-Saints, but also of their care of navigition in dangerous

shallows and siratts, and of their patronage of harbours and

results were presented to the Oxdord Congress for
ions in 1908, aud were published i the

of iigg‘llf}iml,\%i%
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of thor own: make a twinaslamd, or twinesanctuary, or
twievillage, or place of refuge,

Or perhaps they are ot bad at ol then do not kall

thew @ use punficatory rites and revere them; perhaps they
are the children, one of them at least, of the Sky, or the
Thunder. Then they can help with rain-making, and their
mother, by confact, can fertilise fields and plants and crops.
Primitive agrieuliure 1s of the worsan; how much more 181t
of the woman who has borne twins! Perhaps they will show
us how to make digging-sticks and ploughs.  As they are
fertile they will help woinen who are going to have offspring,
and men and women who are past having any.  If their father
ts the Sky the boys will get eain from b and he will help
theme to find stolen property (for he sees and knows every-
thing), and to know if men speak traly . and they will help
trading (for the merchants can deposit their goods sceurely in
the neighbourhood of thewr sanctuaries), and they will punish
Iving.  As they know what their father knows, they will
tell us n dreams things that we ought to know, and the
medicines that we ought to apply to aur diseases ) and we

will make tages of them by which we may keep them in
remembrance, and make our salutations before then.

This 15 a brief swomary of the facts already collected
about Twins.
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i BOANERGES {ﬁ-fﬁi»

for Thonder in Hebrew is re‘em, where the middle letter
(Ayin) is often transhiterated in Greek by g, an crror had
bheen made in the final consonant of a Semitic word . Boane-
would, then, be an attempt to transhiterate, from some dialeet
or other, the word for *Sons of] which we commonly write
Bné,

It is possible that Jerome’s 1s bhe right solution. It may,
however, be suggested, that there is a closely related root in
the Arubic language, which may furnish us the necessary
explanation ; the word ragasa (Umey) means to * roar aloud,
“to thunder!”  Perhaps, then, this is the root that we arc 1
search of,

Thirn, now, 1o the explanation which Mark gives of the
matter.  He tells us to eguate the transliterated Semitie
word with *Sons of Thunder’; and we shall sec that no
room 1s left for reasonable doubt as to what was meant
by the pecnliar appellation given to the two young men.

None of the Fathers, however, seems to have had any
suspicion as to the true meaning; and the modern com-
mentators are a8 much at sea as their patristic antecedents.
The common methad of interpretation is to compare the
forcoful actions and utterances of James and John with the
thunder, Thus, in the recently discovered scholia of Origen
“on the Apocalypse, when Origen comes to discuss the seven

thunders in e 10, v. 3, and the proposal to incorporate the
voices of these seven thunders in the Apocalypse, he
rowarks parenthetically that “if you enquire into the casc
of the Sons of Thunder, James and John, whom Jesus
called Boanerges, that ig, Sons of Thunder, you will find
ihown very properly ealled Sons of Thunder on account of
the lond volee of their wdeas and doctrines®”

The same lue is taken among the moderns by Dr Swete,
who tells us? that “in the case of Jawes, nothing remams to

*Whay :der the henthen
il bhe Latin, Quave fremusrund gontes?
cxxxvire. 3, p.

b Teste w
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qustify the tide beyond the fact of his early martyrdom
probably due to the Jorce of Ms denunciations {Acts xit 2y
Johu's voyry ;J:?pox!‘r?g (Orig. Philos. xv., 18) s heard 1n
Gosped, Epistles, and Apoealypse!

It iz not nece wnine nto any further ox-
planations, cither anctent or 'xfswx%e‘«m of the }'x*-;g;?f&%éEazg

%

sary bo

Boanerges, sinee 16 35 clear that * Sons of Thunder " 1s quit

éa’iﬁ«:f%i%ga?si% trom the standpoint fgsf folk-lore, and menns thas

e persons 8o named were either actually twing or so twin
§§3«;as i appearance or action, that they wight approprintely
be speken of as “the twins”  As the resnlts which will
follow this dentifiention are of iihz’% highest importance, iy
with be woll 1o a0t down some of the econfirmations
of the interprotation.  Can we find
thunder olsewhere, either exactly so named or in equivalent

Y
language 7 Can we find either “wons of the sky, or “sons
izaei if they

of hightning, as parallels to the Boanerges?
are found, & there any evidence which
idea that taing were ehildren of the thunder

Wi

home in Palestine as in the outside world?
: s that the exp
is guan provime the equivalent of the title by which t%w
spartan Twins were known for  Droscuri® is Htem
ens’ bove and while 1t is comnuen o

most obvicus remark to be made
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4 EOANERGES L,

doninates the representations, the red colour of the lightmng,
There is not the slightest objeetion to the equation of the
Greek Dioscuri with the Children of the Thunder.

To take the matter a step further: it has been shown
that amongst the Baronga tribes in Portuguese Kast Afriea,
it 13 the eustom to attach to twins, when born, the eolleetive
name of *Bana-ba-Tile, or fchildren of Tilo, where the
word ‘Tilo” 1s used for “sky’ in the general sense, teluding
the thunder and lightning, and possibly the ramn.  And it
was evident, as soon as attention was drawn to 1t, that we
had here in an African tribe the very same nowmenclatore
of twins which we find for the special wdeal twins, Castor and
Pollux, amongst the Greeks, It is eurious that Dr Frazer,
who had studied the account of the Baronga enstoms given
by M. Junod, the Swiss missionary, did not notice the
equivalence between Bana-ba-Tilo and Dioscuri, anul 1
pointed 1t out to hnn; and he promptly retorted upon my
own lack of vision by remarking that in that case we had the
cxplanation of the perplexing Boanerges in the New Testa-
ment,  We had between us arcived at the cquivalenee :

Boanerges = Diosenri = Bana-ba-Tilo !

We shall have to refer to the Baronga tribes again for other
features of the twin-culi: at the present point, all that is

16¢
are Lo be assigned, either whelly or in part, to the parentage
of the thunder?,

Now let ur return to Palestine.  If we take the Survey
map of the Palestine Exploration Society, we shall find a
sillage not far frors Jaffa, marked by the name of by dbray
or Thraq. It is four or five miles from Jaffa, and o httle to
the north of the read that leads from Jaffa to Jernsalem.

ssary 18 Lo show how widespread 1s the idea that twins

The name means *Son of Lightnings” and suggests ab onee
o classifieation with the *Sons of Thunder” that we are

diseussing : only, In that ease, we should expect a dual or
a plural i the Arabic. Now let us look at the book of

R, Junod’y wor
de 1o Bale de Delagoa, was g
Pellevin de bo Sectétd Nowohddado

e, Les Basronga, dtnde ethnogmphiqne sor les lndigénes

sished at Neuchfitel i 1888 in vel, 10 of
c de Géographic.




i BOANERGES 5

s

Joshun xiz. #5, where we shall find a sories of place-names
in the tribe of Dan and amengst them Jehud and Bree
f}‘z;;azg and Gath-Kimmoen, Here we have the name in its

inal form, with the desired plural, while the wership

in the

’m the Prrese 10

the thonder is further ag ;
ibourhood of a place which is compeunded with thay
d (Runmon).  We need noy, thep
shoere was an ancient town an Pales
. whieh w after the Heavenly
-wzzfii‘nz;‘ﬂ.ian will be found m the
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6 BOANERGES [en.

on Palestinian soil, a decided memory of Twin-cult. It
way, perhaps, be urged that the village belongs to the
Philistines and their cult, and in the same way that the
Boanerges of Galilee are Aryan and not Semitie.  That
may be so, but our first business is to find them; if we want
to get them out of the Holy Land again, that will come later,
and will require special proof, which will perhaps not be forth-
coming.  Wherever these commemorated twins come from,
they are to be studied along with the similar phenomena
that are being recorded and observed all over the world.
There must be no preliminary exclusion of the Holy Land.
For instance, it is well known that Uyrene and the
Cyrenaiea are nnder the protection of the Doran twins, and
that the Cyrenians regarded therselves, when they posed as
Creck, as being a Dorlan colony.  Henee they put on their
colns stars, horses and the silphinm plant, which are the
saered symbols of the Diescuri®.  But it must be noted thas
they had other than Spartan reasons tor the cult of the Twins,
fur just off theiv coast lay the Great Syrtis, one of the chict
purils to ancient navigation, which we remember to have
been dreaded when the tempestuons wind Buraquilo swept

to

‘St Panl's ship across the Mediterranean from Creto
Afriea,  Amengst the famous aties of the Pentapohs we
find the name of Barca, which agamn reminds us by its
name and by its coins, that the eity was pamed after the
Childven of the Lightoing,  And this name is Semitie and
aot Dorian Greek; so that we hesitate to aseribe the colt
of the Twins 1 the Cyrenalea only to Dorian (Spartan)
colomizers?, It is much more Hikely to be Phoenician first

b g, Hunter Colleation, no, 38 (Oyrene] @ s coln showing silphiam plant

hip has a
ond bonk of
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1 BOANERGES 7
and Dortan after. In the same way the Twing of Bné
Barga may be Palestinian first andl Philistian or Phoenteian
afterwards, A somewhat stmilar ease, of the carrying of
the Twing by eolonization, will be found 1n the Spanish
SISO 7T
1 was o Panie sottlement. It 18 nob inconceivable, there-
Phoemieian

Jfonog, whose ancient name Barkinen shows that

fore, that in the acighbourkood  of
tlers shonld have sstablishad a shrine or

wors or

Wi &

Jement, named aftor the Twins, and

A sanctuary or a
wi shall seo fater an abundant evidence of the Twin Cult
in Phocnicin itself, If) on the other hamd, it should be

ced that the eolony (f 1% was a eolony) was Philistian, and

casne originally from Crete, we shall be equally able 1o

establish Twin-wership for the warly avtlization of 1
e 3

tamons iland,  And, in briel whoover may have been the
people that were vesponsible for the settlement and namang

A can only stand for the

o
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of  Bne Darga, the pame b
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8 BOANERGES [en.
in the most diverse forma.  And it seems certain, therefore,
that there may be cases where single births are credited
to the Thunder and the Lightning, as well as dual births,
We must not dogmatically aflirin that every Son of Thunder
i necessarily a twin,

To take a single example: the Aramaean people in
N.E. Syria worshipped, amongst other objects of devetion,

s the god Hadad, whe is the cquivalent of the Babylonian

god Adad, the god of thunder. It seems, morcover, that a
number of the Syrian kings of Damasens tock the title of
Bar-hadad.  We should clearly be wrong in assuming that
Bar-hadad was a twin: for we can make out a sequence of
kings of Syria as follows:

Tab-Riummon,

Bar-Hadad = Heb., Ben-hadad.

Hadad-idr = Ileb, Hadad-ezer

Bar-Iladad = Heb, Ben-hadad.

Hazael,
Four out of these five are affillated to the Thunder-gud, either
in the Assyrian form Rawmman, or in the Babylowan (7 A
orite) form Adad or Hadad,  Now the suceession of the
names shows that the reference to the Thunder-god must bo
a matter of dignity, not an indication of twineship, It will
be otherwise with private persons who do not stand-in the
sarne close relationship to the gods as thetr kings. Such
porsons may, and constantly do, have theophorie names; but
the term Sen of Thunder is more than an ordinary theophorie
paane, implying the gift or grace of a god in the birth of a
¢hild.  The probability is, therefore, that when such a name
was borne by a private iudividual, the name connoted twin-
ship.  To take @ curous llustration, we fised tu the chroniele
of Joshaa the Stylite that o bishop of Tella mn the sixth
contury was named Bar-hadad. The persistenee of the anaient
ptne nust be conceded, although i Ly be a{ilé)&%iiz“}lié‘}i!
whether its wenniugy continued to be understood @ and the

caplasation of the persistence of such a pagan name

EEA Wright, e 88,
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FERCT i popu fation

in Christian cueeles 1s that it was for the
the name of a pwin,  If, however, 1t shonld be thought that
this explanation i unwarranted, the oceurrence of the
name with its undoubted meaning would be one wore reason
for cantion i the too rapid mference from Thunder Sons

to Twinship.

There s ancther direction in which we may roquice o
weltminary eantion.  We have shown that it docs neot
llow that wheo the parenthood of the Thunder

it onee

arily zf:,;,%:uud,: to both of the twins
[ 7 but

E mm{ be ealled unitedly, :
tigation shows f"nl‘itl!l*«f% ixf timt
k eults to pegard one twin
divine parentage, sud the ather of human, Thus Castor s
gfgv-waiii.sea%’. to Tyndarcus, Pollux to Zens; and of ié‘s%-‘ Thebuan
vins, Amphion is divine, and the son of Zeus, while Zethus
3% wian and of crdinary parentage; and » %zf\;%»lw
' sueh o distinetion was, in early <

BOEY E‘g (_;if%j%,?
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Lo BOANERGES {om.

S, Diegoy and St John had been called Sons of Thunder by
our Lord, a phrase which these Peruvian Indians seem to
have understood, where the great commentators of the
Christian Church had missed the meaning.  When they
heard the Spaniards five off their harquebuses, they used to
eall the picce fired by the name of Ilapa (ie. Thunder’) or
Rayo (Le. Lightning) or Santiago (1e. Sen of Thunder)”
Nantiago, for them, was the equivalent of the thunder.
Another eurions and somewhat similar transfer of the
language of the Marcan story in the folk-lore of a people,
distant both in time and place, but sharing the Jewish or
Gialilean popular beliefs, will be found, even at the present
day, amongst the Danes. Dr Blinkenberg, in his valuable
monograph on The Thunderweapon, has collected evidenes
from many parts of Denmark to show that it 1s still eomuon
to pay regard to Thunderstones, as being aninustically -
habited by the Thunder, and able i consequence to avert
the lightning from persons or places, mn time of storm®

FoBee Aeosta, Nutwal and Moral Ristory of the Indes, veprinied by
Hakluyt Bociety, Lond, 1880, p. 304, * The thunder they {the Prruvians
called by theee divers pames, Chiguilla, Cataills, and hutillape (Yiapa s
Thuader in Quichnual, supposing 16 to be a man in beaven with a sling and
a mace, and thad it iz n power to enuse min, haile, thander snd all the
rext thint pppertaines to the reglon of the alr.)’

, Lo p. 33, fEn ol nombre de Saotlag
by dar esto nombre ad nno de jos
Aen Hamar Bantiape. Ne eotiondo gne
gue les p postol Bantiage va sy be
iy, Usmandoles Ha

i Hobren, sino o porgue s avia €
lo los muchuchos de B

e por ol nombre

ane B, Juan Christs

s desir hijos del trpeas,
tendido por aen la fossse,
padia, que quando froens, dizen qu
erras que W
. aue los Iodi aIRG
. Baotispe. De ogualysios

ape

ik, BBUTRLD O0n

HERNeTE que ciom ol nombre de Bantingo,

grande sups

§ antrs lag deniss gous a9 gue degan fos Visitadores neabude Ja
sk, gue nadie se Hamo Bantisgo, aino Disgo,

et be U othat this uge of the thunderstone as a
e b0 Denmark, by the horse
in eouniry hoube sad baolo e

3 an asesunt of the palling
woal Bong i the year IE8L, when an sxe of the
red uuder one of the beams.  Evideotly 135 bad been
oy axe, and had been used {or the protestiom of the
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i BOANERGES il

sesides the conventional flint axes and eelts, whwh ¢
pass as thunder-missiles all over ih@ waorld, the Danes reg
the fossil sea-urchin as a thundersione, and give it a pz.;zs:%;a.é;z,r
name.  Such stones are named in Salling, sebedueisl
shedoer; i North So
[n Norback, in the district of Viborg, the pe -y
them Zebedes stones! At Jebjerg, in the parish of Ormm,
ihstrier of Randers, they ca Nfci thew sebed At
Romshinde, in the distriet of Aarhus, the man who earvied o
zebedec-stone in his pocket believed himself imane from

};m:m;%

Hing they ave ealled sepodeje

thunder. At Salten, snd at Taaning m the same distriet
they wore called seppedij-stones, At Klakring, w the distriet
of Vejle, they were ealled Apms?%;a stones, anid are pub under
the roof as a protection against lightning.

The name that g gmiven fo these thunderstones s, th
fore, vory well established, and it ream that
derived frony the veforeuce to the Sons of Zebs i
{.zs‘;:al";zai as sons of thunder, The Duanish
oy

and ealled his *%mz‘zzi":t"'«'ia’“;i‘;é“« <af§2i 118

Heging on

O

Peruvian recopnised ab onee whal was meant by

Poane
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i2 BOANERGES .1

as emboediments of the thunder, in which case the thunder-
stone becomes naturally enough a Zebedee-stone’,

LIt ey be asked whether this does not roqmw or smgf'f’e %E i imthw

, an alternative nome for the Sons of T !xun(’im‘ wWas %zxﬁ'zmlutsf.xL
Zubdat {Zebedee) is good Hebrewy it will be fonnd, for Instance,
i the Tast chnpler of Eorn i the foem Zabad bis, and Zebedaiab (Lo, God
has bestowed). I muost be regarded as o genuine Hebrew name, unless there
should be reason o teliove that Zabdal is 1 Hebrew substitute {or some non-
Semitic parne, Of pnon-Semitie lnfluence in Galilee, there seem 1o be decided
fraces; bui iU by exdrensely onlikely that we owu refer Zebedee to sush o
sonree,  The only possible direction wonld be the pame of the Phrygian
Zeus, whieh the Greeks give ag Babazios, Sabadios, and a variety of shoilar
spellings.  Usener braees the reot of this name (Giftternamen, p. 44} o the
word atarm, which would make Sebazios originally a storm god.  IHis cualt
can be baead sm fav as Cilicda and Cappadocia; and in the wesl he
fobiows the Roman armdes with Mithe, [ koow, however, of no traee of i
to Byris or Nortbern Palestine,  In bl cult-weonuments we sometimes find
depicted the Eagle and the Lighining, and the Oskbraneh. On s bronze
velief of Sabazios in Copenhagen, the corners of the plade are cocupied by
the Dioseurd, standing by the side of their he This nny be nothing but
fﬁ}*mwizz T, ma ‘iiw othier hand, the Eagle i the Thander-biud, mci as we
»t‘%;;@é%

The nama

7 The
wi owith Ze ¢ would nol, therefore, mply #hat
K : : xmt, aoreal person. The na v, morsover, o number
émzen i the resently recovered papyed frors Elephanting, tu the forms Zn
and Zebadaial, so thai there appears to be no venson for guestioniug s
Hebraisns, or introducing a mythelogical menning,

{in the ather hand, i3 might be suggested that the awhward and vunagaral
on, b mother of Zebedse’s shildren,’ which ceours twice fn the
: . wf Matihew { 3o would be perfectly Juaid, 1 * Zebodew’s
s?iiﬁ;iﬁ’z Bt owere equiy sgr oF Aeust b

B, wETi.
alent to the D
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1| THE PARENTAGE OF THE TWINS 5

have been evalved out of annnal and bird funns, or have at
least been evolved aide by side with such forms.

The wewmory of such cult ancestry hngered amongst the
Grecks and Latins to a very late day.  They tald legends of
a time when Zeus was not, and when Woodpecker was king
and even if such statoments should be wade hy a comie poet?,
he was not playing the innevator when he made the stat

ment, but the thoaghtfal cmservative,  In the same way,
artiats all over the world have drawn the Thurder with bivd
characteristies, very commonly with bird’s feet. The popular
pictures of the devil with coek's feet are only an mtimation
that the devil is one of the dispossessed thander-gods.  In
later on, the thunder iz drawn as o

China, as we shall see
man hurling lightoings, but the man has bied’s feet,  In
Urete there was a legend of the death of Zeus, which cansed
holy horror to the prous Greeks of Olymplan times, and was
the toundation for the mueh misunderstood saying that “the

ve lars’; but along with thiy legend there

Lretans wers o
was another as to the death of Preus, who was alse Zous

i is, of course, the woodpeeker, The statement s pre.
serverd ii.sg“' ns by Suidas, under the torm of an epitaph,

Evfade xeirar Bavor {Hacinews] Winos 6 xat Zevs,

Al of which 1 sy dve enough, and intimates bo s that
ould make an dnvestigation into the bied-forms or
i@ with which the %zm&r was wdentifie ai by
Nor can we, 1y sneh an o M{EUM
the ﬁ:ém{ie for had Inanimag
w%i?x which the prinstive  aonn

wch forms

£X iy




16 THE PARENTAGE OF THE TWINS g;(?}“i‘

mention, i the first instance, the oak-tree, which 1s for the
Europeans of anclent time the same thing in vegetable hfe
as the eagle was in bird life, comparable also to the sky
ttself, as being an animistie dwelling of the thonder. Mr
A. B, Cook, in a series of remarkable papers on the European
sky-god?, has shown how elosely the cult of the sky-god
amongst our ancestors was connected with the eult of the
sacred tree, the ouk being the trec most eommonly hononred,
though there are distinet traces of other tree cults. We
shall find the best explanation of the equation between the
sky-god and the vak-tree in the lightning which passes from
one to the other, and makes its secondary dwelhing in the
tree that it strikes.  We shall probably see reason for be-
lieving that peculiar sanctity attaches to a hollow oak.  In
the same way the Romans regarded as sacred, and feneed off
from the public with appropriate warnings, the spot of
ground where a lightning flash struck, or where a thunder-
steme was supposed to have fallen.  The thunderstone itself,
when identified, became a saered objeet, either dangerons, as
still containing the thunder within it, or proteective, on the
hypothesis that lightning does not strike hghtning. The
thunder-weapon aecordingly becomes one of the principal
objects of cult, and in some points of view is regarded as
almost divine.  In the East the gods constantly earry it,
tn the form of an axe, frequently a double axe, while
in the West the most eommon form of the axe is known to
ns as the hammer of Thor. On the ancient Cretan monu-
ments, on the Hittite and Assyrian sculptures, the sky-god
{storm-god, thunder-god) is constantly represented with or
by the single or double axe; and in wany eases the god
carries his axe (thunderstone) in one hand, and his bunch of
lightniugs io the other, the bunch of lightnings being often
in the form of a single or double trident?,

We have thus two series of wdentifications to keep in

mitnd

Y Felk Lere, 18304,
oy iHustiadion, s
Boanman, Teshul, Dol

v BBnkenbery, The Thunderwenpan: Roscher, sy,
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Sky-god
or Thunder-god = woodpecker, robin, stork (7), swan (7},
eagle, ote.
or Lightning-god = squirrel or beaver (7), cle,
= thunder-man (Zeus, Jupiter, Thor, ete.),
and according to the state of evelution of the wdea of the
thunder, will be the form assigned to the Twins considered
as of Thander-parentage.
The tmportance of the last constderation will be evident.
If, for example, we find Twins regarded as Woodpeckers, or
as human beings with names or characteristies which 1mply
w woodpecker antecedents, then the twin-enlt which we ave
considering is older than the time when the woodpecker had
given place to an eagle or to an Olympian Jove. We are
working from a very ancient stratum of civilization, if 1t can
be called civilization, and not from a time when gods and
goddesses many had already been recoguised and defined.
To say that the Twins in Greek religion are pre-Olympian
is to put it very gently indeed. They may be Zeus' boys,
but just as there was a time when there was no Zeus, so
there was a time when there were no boys.  And 1t 15 to the
study of such a time that we must turn if we are to under-
stand the cult.
1f, morcover, we must not derive our enlt from Olympian
Zeus, or from any similar anthropororph, still less must we
begin by discussing the Twins as they were finally lodged in
the Zodiac.  For even if the Zodiac were as ancient as the
neo-Babylonian school mmagine (which it almost certainly is
not), its antiquity wonld be a mere handbreadth eompared
with the space of distant time in which our forefathers worked
out thetr fears of the elowental forees nto the fabrie of a
noble, though idelatrous, religion.  The Zodiac can be lefy
almost to the last scetion of such an enquiry as that upon
which we are cagaged,
Returning, then, to our theme, the suggested parentage
of Twins by the Thunder or Lightning requives that we
should examine wapidly the forms which the Thunder-eult

-+

pakees i different parts of the world, and determine in what
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CHAPTER III
THE THUNDER-BIRD

THe Thunder-bird was, as I suppose, first diseovered
wnongst the Red Indians of North Ameriea, and 1t 3= still
extant among surviving tribes of that rapidly disappearing
PAGE,

For example, among the Déné Indians in the north-west
of Clanada, known as the Hare-skin Dénds, there 1s a belief
that the thunder 1s a huge bird: all winter long he hLies
hidden under ground, somewhere in the west-south-west.
But when the warm weather returns, he returns along with
the migrant birds; then, if he shakes his tail, we hear the
thunder; and if he winks his cyes there are dazzling light-
RIngs®,

What is here reported of the Déné Indians 1s common
helief of the whole race, although some tribes, such as the
Lroquois, may have changed or abandoned their belicfs under
the influence of the white man.  If, however, we go back to
the accounts given of Indian beliefs by the first Jesuit
Missions, we find enguiries made and reports collected which
prove how universal was the belicf in the thonder-bird,
Thus the missionary, Le Jeune, in s Relation under date

U Petbitot, Craditions Indiennez dn Cansda Nerd-Ouest, endes o1
i Pramede Litvre, p 353, ° 111 oy W1 gigantesgun,
s nnnes aveo le gibier dmigrant., Iy sdjourne toud
5 In retomnbie de la voiite ofleste, bien loin, auw Pled-du-
wb, Maly lowsqu'il fadd chand de souvesn, lorsque
nd vers nous & tive d'ailes, vers notre pays aocourt I,
£ b cvenants,  Alorz, #°11 fait vibrer les plumes de s
ronder le tonnerre, et ¢'il elipnotie dea yeux les
de la foudre wnouz Ahlouissent, diton, Celubel ot uns divioité
hormmes,’
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1032 (Jesat Relations, v. 57) tells of the Indians m the
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i‘«“z‘vz‘a@%mggm if they did not capture them in Frane o having

e
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E H

e Twe f@;z‘sszg"»@ iz&%w" (1633, 16346, Lo Jeune voports ag
EFesuil ffs*ff:f

iy
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always imagmed to be a large bird; on the contrary, as we
shall see presently (and the point s Important for our
enguiry), there are tribes that have seen the thunder in »
form as small as the bumming birnd The legends of the
Dakota Indians and of some other tribes fdentify the
thunder-bird with the Creator of the World, and say that it
brought fire from heaven for the use of wen: they tell of an
unceasing strife between Unktaha, the god of waters, and
Wauhkem, the thunder-bird.  Mrs Mary Eastman gives the
following Sioux explanation of the thunder': *Thunder is
a large bird, flying throngh the air; its bright tracks are
seen 1n the heavens, before yon hear the clapping of its
wings.  But it is the young ones that do the mischief The
parent bird would not hurt a Dahcotsh. Longago a thunder-
bird fell from the heavens; and our fathers saw it as it lay,
not far from the Little Crow’s village.

For a more detailed statement of Dakota beliefs, with
an unportant modification, v infra.

Mr Teit, 1n his account of the Indians on the Lillocet
River in British Columbia®, tells us, in an aceount to which
o we shall have to refer agan, that * some deseribe the thunder-
bird as being like the ruby-throated huwming-bird and of
abont the same size.  Others deseribe the thunder as a bird
about one metre in length.  On its head 1t has a large erest,
like that of the blue jay, but standing far backward... . When
1t tarns its head from side to side, ag 1t does when angry, fire
darts from its eyes, which 18 the hghtning....Some of the
lower Iallooet Indians say that the thunder v a wmon. It i
saud that he was seen on the Lower Lilloost river some years
ago, during w heavy thunderstorm.  Fach tome o fosh of
lightntng comne he coudd be seen standing on one leg.

We shall have to return to this account, but for ithe
present 1t is suficient o note, over and above the con-
ventional Red Indian acconnt of the ovigin of thander and
Hphtning, that the bird 18 sometimes regarded as extremely

stoall, and that the actoal change from the ornithomorph to

tinan, Dakeotah or Life und Legends of the Slour, po 18,
The Fitlooet fndiame,

TRy
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4 THE THUNDER-BIRD | cu.

mighty, supernatural bird, dwellmg aloft and far away. The
tlap of his wings makes the thunder (Tootah) and his tongue
1s the forked hightning?.

The importance of these statements is obvious in view of
the behief in the thunder-arrow and the thunder-axe amongst
our own ancestors, and amongst modern Buropeans, like the
Damish farmers, whom we have deseribed above, It is not
necessary, for our purpose, to colleet further evidenee of the
Thunder-bird amongst the North Amcrican Indians: these
who wish to examine further into the subject may eonsult
Myron Eells on ¢ The Thunder-bird, i the Jowrnal of the
dmertcan Anthropological Society?; or Brinton’s Myths of
the New World, pp. 238, 245, or Chamberlam, * Thunder-
bird amongst the Algonquins,” in the Jouraal of the dmerican
Anthropological Society®.  We shall presently see that there
19 no need to describe these beliefs so exclusively as Myths of
the New World: but before returning to the Old World in
search of parallels to the Indian beliefs, 16 may be as well to
point out that the thunder-bird ean be loeated amongst the
Esquunanx, and that it can be followed south mto Mexieo,
and mto South America. A few instances may be given
For the Esquimanx, see Hoftmann, Graphic drt of the
Lisqumuans, plo 72, where a pieture of the thunder-hird,
from the Esquimaux’ peint of view Is given

Awmongst the Caribs, the Thnunder-god is ealled Sawaku
sometimes he 1s spoken of as a star, and sometimes as a bird,
whao blows the lightuing through a great reed?.

Awongst the Brazilians, the fear of the thunder is very
great; they bave a thunder-god named Tupa, whose voice or
the flapping of whose wings, makes the thunder. Frow him
comses the name Tupecanongo, given to the thander, while
the lightoing is ealled Tapaberaba, Le the flashing of Tupa,
Some of the Brazilians think the thunder is the nowe made
by departed spirita, They also attribute to the thunder-god
the mvention of agrieulture.

and Studive of Savage Life, po V77,
G548, Vol n, pp. 8144,

kanische Vereligiones,

Posprost, Ao
T Vol uop
4 Muller, du
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[4 18 sutficient 1o peint out that, even it Tups should be
7 4 thunder-man, 1 is a thunderman who has
boen evolved out of a thunder-bird, which appears to [
pot very dissimilar to the type eurrent amony the North
Awmerican Indianst,

The belief in a thunder-bird, which we find so widels
diffused over North and South Amerien, ean be teaced amongs
the Polynesians, with the aid of the observations we have
already made as to the development of the belief,  PFor
John Willinms, the martyr of Erromanga, brought

e

nstar

home amongst other 1;2 the aa
god of Thunder: and he tells us that, "when the thunder
« said that this god was flying, amd pro.
A by the flapping of s wings”  This is
v the language by which we found the thunder-
Bipd ;':«%:E'i}%r"d by the Dakotas or the Brazibian

I the same way we are informed by Ellis, the Poly-
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The Poudoland, where the natives assure you that lightning is
caused by a brown bird, which spits fire down on the earth.
The Bom. The Bomvanas modify this again, by saying that the bird sets

5§

Ponpdos

ite own fat on fre, and throws 1t down on the earth, I was
on the point of shooting one of these birds, and the natives
eried out 1n horror, begpring we not to “shoot the hightnng ™!

Mr Kidd goes on io explain that, in the native opinion,
the thunder 1s cansed by the flapping of the bird's wings,
a behef which we have found 1 North and South Ameriea,
and in Polynesia.  When the thunder is lond and erackling,
the agent is said to be the female bird; when it is distant

and runibling, the male bird.
A further modification of the thunder-bird 1s said, by
Mr Kidd, to exist in Natal, where “u white bird? of enormous
size comes down and flaps his wings,  An old native was
quite indignant with a nussionary who contradicted this
assertion.  The old man wanted to know how such a person
conld ever presume to teach the natives, when he did not
know that thunder was caused by a bud”  Mr Kidd goes
on to explain the varions means employed by the South
: African Bantus to avert the lightning.  The Kafirs stick
assegals through the roof when a storm begins; and others
place a hoe leaming against the side of the house. These
practices are clearly parallel to our European methods of

protection from the thunderstone by means of the thunder-
stone. It s wmore dificult to understand why the natives
on the Zambesi place pieces of ostrich shell on their reofs
as a proteetion against hghtmng,  Does this mean that any
African tribe had identified the ostrch with a thunders
bird 7 The real business of protection against lightning
belongs to the medicine men. These bave for their business,
as Mr Kidd says, to control the clouds, whieh they drive
about like herds of oxen. They use as medieine the assega
shafts which le on the ground where the lightoing strikes,
they cateh the thusder-bird and make medieine of s

feathers, and they even eat the birds so as to be strong to

fight the storm.

s of white lghinlag ?
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m South African religion, and that the thunder-man does
not seem to have yet arrived, unless the medicine man
should be his foreshadowing and prototype.

Crossing to Madagascar, we might suppose that we had
passed outside the area of belief in the thunder-bird ; there
is, however, as my friend John Sims points out, a bird known
to the natives as vorombdratra, which is exactly bord-of-
thunder.

In West Africa, amony the negro tribes, we have the
curious phenomenon of an advance in civilization relagively
to the Bantus; for the thunder appears, in some places, to
be regarded as a man.  Amongst the negroes of the Gninea
Coast, the thunder-god 1s Shango, and 1 have not as yet
detected any trace of bird-ancestry about him; though it
is very probable that closer acquaintance would disclose
it. Ellis shows in his Yorubu-speaking Peoples (p. 47) the
two stages of belief closely adjacent : “ the notion we found
amongst the Ewes that a bird-like creature was the animating
entity of the thunderstorm has no parallel here, and Shango
is purely anthropomorphie

The exact passage in which Ellis deseribes the lightuing-

god of the Ewe-speaking peoples of the Slave Coast is

deserving of study?

“ Khebioso, whose name Is often abbreviated to So, 18 the
lightning-gad, and the word ttselt is used to mean hghtning,
though the wore correct term for that is So-jie. Ou the Gold
Coast, the lightoing is wiclded by the Sky-god, Nyankupon,

“The name Khebioso s compounded of Khe (bird), bi
{to let go light, to throw out light), and so (fire), so that
it literally means the bird, or bird-like ereature, that throws
out fire.. . The Ewe-speaking negroes imagine that Khebioso
is u flying god, who portakes in some way of the nature of
@ bird, The geueral idea appoars to be that Khebioso 1 a
bird-like ereature, hidden n the midst of the black thunder-
clond, from which he casts out the lightning, and by some
the erashing of the thunder 1s believed to be the jlapptug of s
enprinous wings!

bRy, Bibespeaking peopdes, p. 37,
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ssion of My Freer, of Detioit, a beautiful
> paunter

mmoan the poss
painting of the vémmiu wod by Hokusai, a Japanes:
who affects Chinese archoism ;) the pieture, which 1 had the
VP mtfumis %f studying when [ was in Detroit same time

5 is very peenlinrity of the human form joined
o F:}mi’ss ﬁ&.’.i:?}, We shall vefer to this picture again when we
come to diseuss the colonr of the thunder-god.  Move striking
15 the figure of the Chinese thunder-god which Miss Harri-
son (Thewas, po 1153 has reproduced from Stmpson (The
Buddbist Praying Wheely, Here we have the god beatmg
a series of druws arranged 10 civcle; he has a thonderbolt
10 his left hand, and his bivd-ancestry 1s betrayed by wings,
claws and an engle’s beak,

We have now, perhaps, tllustrated sufliciently for our
purpose  the existence of a widespread belief i the
thunder-bird, Tt 18 uot our intention to deal exhaustively
with this subject; but we have to prove that the belief
was held by our own Inde-Eoropean ancestors, for nntil we
kpow what was the idea of the thunder that prevailed
arongst them, we cannot trace to its origin the Cnlt of the
Heavenly Twins, considered as the Children of the Thunder.
‘As far as we have gone, we have found evidence of the
ence of two dominant fears in the mind of primitive
man, one the perfectly natural fear of thunder and lightning,
the other, which at first sight seems as artificial as the
other is natural, the fear of twins; and we have already
more than a suspicion that these two fears are closely

[hS.4

mvolved in one another: so wuch of religions pi‘;z(ztim‘é and
belief s trsecable 1o one or othor of these forms of terror
two dreads hang

that we ouaght almost say that on these
Le
We now knoew how 1o recognise the thapder-bird when

nine-tenths of subsequent religion.

him i proprd persond, or in dorms which have
el him, There s, howover, a further diveetion in
@s,ia:rxzé‘.zfig.,::z.,if§z"vtz of the thunder ean be made; i this
we shall ind constant comnection betwesn the Thunder

Tawing: we vefer to the colour identifieation to whieh

S nexd {f-}}éi%}ii*il




