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THE DIDACHE, OR TEACHING OF
THE TWELVE APOSTLES

Tie Didache, or Teaching of the Twelve »“X'@é‘mﬁe"”
is one of the most zmpmtami discoveries of the
second hall of the nineteenth century.,  Theve arve
several refercuees in carly Christian hterature Lo
& book with this or a similar title, and by applyving
the methods of comparative criticism to documents
which  had  probably made use of it, especially
the «“ Apostolic Constitutions”  and  the © Chureh
Ordinances,” a rough reconstruction of some of its
features had been {zhégmmi but it was not known
Lo be extant uutil Bmam;xm in 1875 discovered it
i the fijéitri‘wﬂmi Iabmn of Jerusalem at Con-
;E izm}mg} in the m: smxaxnpi which also contains

and 1 C 5< ment and is quoted for them as C.

This is the document of which a text and
teanslation is given in the following pages.  But
thie quoestion still remains open how far it traly
represents the original © 1uuh§zw 7oSince Bryvennios'
diseovery two copies of ¢ Iﬂmm version cither of a
part of our Didache, or m a cognate document have
been discovered, and it would now be possible to use




THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS

Cleast tour anthorities for the text of the original
“Teachineg,”  These are o

(1) Bryeunios’ Didache = C.

(2) The Latin version,

(3) The «Church Ordinances,” (usually quoted
as KO).

(+) The “ Apostolic Constitutions ™ bk, vii.

All these authorities! have to be considered in any
attemipt to reconstruct the originad « Teaching.”
Their mutual relations are not clear ; it is p(:-axzhi@
that Bryennios’  Didache, and the Apostolic Con-
stitutions  vepresent a second recension of the
“Teaching” and that the Latin version, KO, and the
reconstructed “fifth source” represent, thoug‘h not
in relatively so pure a form, the first recension.

The question may be best studied in Funk’s edition
of the Didache, and in Harnack’s Geschickhte der
altchristlichen Literatur.

Besides this there is a further question : it is clear
that the Didache or “Teaching”™ was itselt a com-
pgm‘w document, :md the first pm‘t is a}wa}s known
as “The Two Ways.” A moment’s comparison shows
that this part is closely connected with the last

chapters of the Epistle of Barnabas. The problem
therefore arises whether Barnabas used the Didache
(or the original “Teaching’), or the Didache used
Barnabas, or both used a common source. The
matter is not clear, but pwbabls the majority of
scholars incline to the last view, and many think
that the common source,—the original “T'wo Ways "

! H‘mmlw probably wrhtlv snggests others as well,  See
his (leschichte der alteloristlichen szam{w‘, pp. 86 ff.

;g,c)i‘}



THE DIDACHE

was o Jewish pre-Christian - docunnt asert o
catechotical purposes,  perhaps  cspecially among
Prose 32%

The ii(;e;zﬂ ey of this complex docmuent
4.§§E?é£‘?§l.§“éf’h The m;zfméﬁ “lwo Wavs T omay
first century or even carbier. 1 he original
ing " is probably carly second century, or possib:
carlier, aud the secoud recension of the E% achin
represented by C) can scareely §‘sé'f: i £l
sceond century, though it is possi ible i? 1t a
phrases in O may represent Lextual aceretions,

As it stands the Didache e v be dese ax?%egi ax
manual of Chureh instruction.  The first pi ek, The
Two Waye” is a statement of the principles of
Christian couduct, which is %é be taught to catechu-
mens before thenr baptisin (chaps. | az Vo then {ollows
a series of instructions as to LE. gsz actice of Christis
worship, Baptism, I'asting, the Fucharist, the d’»
crimination and treatient of Apostles! an d Pre ophets,

the Waorship on Sunday, Bishops and Deacons (¢ h LS.
vii-xv ) finalty a short staterment of the %f?ﬁi%é&éﬁ“",..g
hope is appended for the warning ;m{_i encouragement
ol Christians.

The toxt given in the tolloy
(published i photographie |
i iugﬁrix§~ The very few necessary correctio
obvious mistakes) have been noted at the foot of the
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THE DIDACHE, OR TEACHING OF
THE TWELVE APOSTLES

The Lord’s teaching to the beathen by the Twelve
Apostles.

Tuere are two Ways, one of Life and one of 1h

Death, and there is a great difference between the
two Ways.

2. The Way of Life is this: “Ihrest, thou shalt 1
fove the God who made thee, auesmih? thy neigh-
bour as thyself; and whatsoever thou wouldst ot
have dane to i,h&g self, do not thou to another,” !

3. Now, the teaching of these words is this:
“ Bless those that curse you, and pray for your
enemies, and fast for those that persecute yvou,  Iov
what credit is it to you if yvou love those that love
vou? Do not cven the heathen do the same?”
But, for your part, < love ’E’hﬂw that hate vou,” and

vou will imu* no encmy. 4. Abstain trom carnal
and bodily “ husts.” I :m}’ man sinite thee on the

s ds the so-called “negative form of the Gold
fale,” 16 s found an some MSS. in the @ Apes
deorees” o Acts xv, 28, and 18, 1 various forms, mel
i Jewish and Barly Cheisbian hiteratore,
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right cheek, turn to hinn the %‘}%‘,gu:‘g* cheek also,”
thou wilt i}{,j’. §3&,«.’1",§%ﬁ{1?’§.¢. <t HEEY

go with him one mile, go with hi

man take thy coal, give Thim th by :»é%%ii"%‘; also,
man will take fmm thee w?sz 5 thine,

not —mnot even af thou canst.t 5. Give to oves VORE Alnsgiving

that asks thee, and do nob retuse, tor the Father's
will is that we give to all from the gifty we have
ceceived.  Blessed s he that gives according to
the mandate ; for he s innocent. Woe to by
who reecives; for if any man receive aling under
pressure of need he is muwocent; but he who
receives it miﬁmui need shall be tried as to why he
took and for what, and hz,..,m;,,,{ in prison he sh all 1}@;3
examined as to his deeds, and * be shall not come
out thenee wutil he pay the last farthing” 6. Bat
concerning  this it was also said, © Lot thise alms
swoeal into thine hands until thou kpowest to whom
thoua art giving.” =

I

1. 5'515’3;‘ the sceond conupandment of the teaching T
e Uhis 5 20 Thou shalt do no murder ; thon shalt not
us;muiit adultery ™ thou shalt not commit sodo ;
thou shalt not commit fornication : thou s ?3;11‘3; not
steal 3 thou shalt not use magie; thou shalt not use
P shiltres ;. thou  shalt not procure abortion, nor

" The Greelo s Literally * for o
bt 13* makes no sense gzmi
1 the sense s

:f;%,fms% ~unless, §i m? Em

Hippant gloss, which has Ewim CITOICOUS %*{
5 3

tnleen into the
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commnt mifan “;ie"-%s:ﬁi:: ; “thon shalt not covel thy neigh-
hour’'s  goods 5. thou shalt not commit f;ﬁ;e;m
“thou ﬁ:mii xmt I.)(fsil‘ talse witness 7 thouo @2; alt not
cpeak evily thou shalt not bear malice, 4. Thow
shalt not be double-minded nor double- nummi for
to be double- ‘?'nnfméﬂ*{‘l is the snare of death. 5. Thy
speech shall not be false nor vain, but completed in
action. 0, Hmn *imi‘{ not be  covetous nor ex-
bortionate, nor a hipmuii nor i%ﬁdi%“ii;ifﬁ noy E;ra;m‘i,
thou shalt make no evil plan again ot thy ueighbour,
7. Thou shalt hate no man bm, some thou shalt
reprove,! and for some shalt thou prayv, and some
thow shalt Tove wmore than thine own life.

1

b My ehild, flee from every evil man and from all
like him. 20 Be not proud, for pride leads to
murder, nor jealous, vor contentious, nor passionate,
or from all these murders are engendered, 30 My
child, be not lustful, for lust leads to imm@z*;gisfm nor
a speaker of base words, nor a lifter up of the eyes,
for from all these is adni tery engenderved. 40 My
child, regard not owmens, for this ie%dgi; to idolatry ;
netther be s euchanter, vor an astrologer, nor a
magician, neither wish to see these %gﬁ?ﬁéin for from
them all is idelatry engendered. 5.0 My ehild, |
not a diar, for Iving leads to theft, nor a lover of
money, nor vain-glorious, for from all these things

3

P On the gvoud of a compar dson with Jade 22 1 ete
ome think that Cand some thon shalt pity 7 onght to boe
ii 3{§§ sév
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are thefts engendered. 60 My child, be not a
grumbler, tor thas leads to blasphemy, nor stubborn,
ior a thinker  of evil, for from all these are
blasphemies engendered, 7. but be thou “meek,; for
the meek shall miberit the earth ;" 8, be thou long-
suffering, and mercitul and guileless, and quiet, aud
good, and cver fearing the words which thou hast
heard. 9. Thou shalt not exalt thyself, nor fet thy
soul be presumptuons. Thy soul shall not consort
with the lofty, but thou shalt walk with righteous
and humble men. 10, Receive the aceidents that
betall to thee as good, L_wmnzg that nothing ? ppens
without God.

Lo My child, thou shalt remember, day and night,
hine who ,vxgvxe.\zim the word of God to thee, and thou
shalt Emm;é.w him as the Lord, for where the Lord’s f
nature is spoken of, there is he present. 20 And
§§zam5 halt ¢ u:% déziiv the presence of the saints, that
thow mavest find vest in their words, 3, Thou shalt
nob. desire a &%é‘fiﬁ%iii‘, but shalt reconcile those that
steive,  Thou shalt give righteous 'gi;t{wgww;?* thou
shalt Gavour no yoan’s person in reproving  trans.

10l be of i.;“ o minds whether

.
sression. 4, Thoa shalt

4 on
it shiadl be oy notl.

oo Be uot one whe stretehes out his hands to Az
receive, but shuts thenmowhen it comes to giving, ¢ Of
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whatsocever thou hast gained by thy hands thou
shalt give a vansom for thy sins. 7. Thou shalt
not hiesitate to give, nor shalt thou grumble when
thou givest, for thou shalt know who 1s the good
Payvmaster of the reward. 8 Thou shalt not turn
away the needy, but shalt share everything with
thy brother, and shalt not say that 1t is thme own,
for if vou are sharers in the imperishable, how much
miore in the things whieh perish ?

9. Thou shalt not withhold thine hand from thy u
SOn OF imm thy daughter, but thowu shalt teach them ¢

the fear of God from their vouth up. 10, Thoun
shalt ;wt comand in thy bitterness thy slave or

thine handinaid, who hope in the same God, lest
they cease to fear the God who is over you both ; for
he comes not to eall men with vespect of persons, but
those whom the Spirit has prepared. 11 But do you
who are slaves be subject to your master, as to God's
representative, in reverence and fear,

L2, Thoun shalt hate all hypoerisy, and everything A
that is not pleasing to the Lord. 13, Thou shalt not ™
forsake the commandments of the Lord, but thou
shalt keep what thou didst re ceive, © adding nothing
to it and taking nothing away.”  LE 1o the congre-y
gation thou shalt confess thy transgressions, and
thou shalt not betake thyself to praver with an evil
conscicunee,  This is i;iac wayv of lifc.

Lo Bur the Way of Death is this: First of all, it is 1
wicked and full of cursing, murders, adulteries, fmi
forndcations, thefts, %{iuht trics, witcheralts, .32&&22_@:«»;
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robberies, false witness, hypoersies, o dou ?;gs; liea
frand, }H"%f% omatlice, stubbornness, covelousnons, |
Spe ui jeadousy, mnpudence, haughtiness,
ness. 20 Persceutors ol the  good,
truth, lovers of Hes, kunowing uot  the
of righteousuess, not cleaving to %hé‘ sood nor to
righteous  judgment, ?égié‘"ﬁi{ii}z%{ wak i;z% mghts not
for good but for wickedness, f m
and paticnce s far, lovers of vanity, é?;igém‘é?ﬁ g after
reward, unmerciful to the poor, not wor hiy
who s oppressed with toil, without o %ewé%i;{ié of
him who made them, wurderers of children, cor-
rupters of God's ereatures, turning away the needy,
oppressing the distressed, advocates of the vicl,
;sn}mi Judges of the poor, altogether sinful 5 may ye
be delivered, my children, from all these.

VI

RS SIONLE %"3;';3’?@; no one ke thee to e
Way of the teaching, for he teaches thee
God. 2. Far "éf thou eanst bear the whole
the Lord, thou wilt be perfect, but if thou canst
do what z..?mﬁz const. 30 And coneerning '§'gm(§,§
what thou canst, but isg strictly from that which
s offered to idols, for it is the wm%%ip of dead gods.

T E
g,&%v«;u

VI

Lo Conerrning baptism, baplise thus s Having firgd
velicarsed all these things, « bhaptise, in the Nawe of
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the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”

running water: 2. but if thou hast no running water,
= § ey

baptise in other water, and if thou canst not in cold,

then in warm. 5. But if thouw hast neither, pour

water three thmes on the head “in the Name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 4. And before the
baptism let the baptiser and him who is to be baptised

fast, and any others who are able.  And thou shalt

Bid hom who is to be 1}5;1)’(;:%5(3@:‘1 to {ast one or two
déi}ﬂé before.

VIII

Ler not your fasts be with the hypoerites, for ¢

they fast on Mondays and Thursdays, but do you fast

on Wednesdays and Fridays. 2. And do not pray as Prayes

the hiypoerites, but as the Lord commanded in his
Gospel, pray thus . Owr Father, who art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done, as in Heaven so also upon earth; give us
to-day owr daily ! bread, and forgive us our debt as we
for y‘%w‘ owr debtors. and lead us not into trial, but
deliver us from the Ev 11 One, for thine is the power
and the glory for ever)” 3. Pray thus three times

ig the traditional translation of émedeior, bul 11 18
sans cortain that it s correct. The WO wd has frow
Lhae d by been o puesle, and it meaning is not clearly
buown. see further any good commentary on the gospels,
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X

I Axp concerming the Encharvist, hold! Bucharist
thus @ 2. First concerning the Cup, © We give thank
to thee, our Father, tor t he s Holy Vine of Danid th

child, which, thon didst maiw known to us ihmgzgi*
Jesus thy (hﬂd; to thee be glory for ever.” 3 And

concerning the broken Bre fzd c i We give thee thanks, 1ie

our F ‘iil‘éﬂ; for the life and kmmimim %iiwﬁz thou
didst ;i make known to us through Jesus thy § H
To thee be glory for ever. 4 Am this broken | %{E
wie seattered upon the mountaing, but Wi Tm ;izg W
together and became one, so let thy Chureh be
cathered together from the ends of the carth into
hv Mnminm for thine is t;im glory and the power
h wzwh Jesus Christ for ever.” 5. Bot let none eat
o dm& of your Fucharist except those who have
been baptis ed in the Lord’s Name.  For concerning
this also did the Lord say, “ Give not that which 1
holy to the dogs.”

f
L

Bur after vou are satisfied with food, thus give
ggﬁ;sviﬁkf‘?v 74 We give thanks to thee, O IME% Father
tor thy Holy Name which thou didst make to taber-

I\

The translation fails to preserve the play on the wo
me night be vendered *“ concerning the giving of thanks,
thanks thus, cte.”  But this "sh}&‘ildmgém UL fact that
g;{;;g;@éw*rm; is here quite clearly *f Kuacharist ” (ef, v. 51
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wicle i our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith
and ninnortality Mm h thou didst make Limmz to us
through Jesos thy Child,  To thee be glory for ever,
5. E,isemj Lord Almig ghty, didst erveate all things for
thy Name's suke, Mni idst give food and drink tomen
for their enjoyvment, that they might give thanks to
thiee, but us hast thouo !}Eé gsed xwth xpmtmi food and
drink and eternal light through thy Child, 4. Above
all we give thanks to thee tor that thon art mighty,
To 3;(* be glory for ever. 5. Remember, Lord, thy
Chareh, to deliver it from all evil and to make it
pei Eu’;e i thy love, and gather it together in its
holiness from the four winds to thy imgwium which
i%mas é'rwi' prepared for it. For thine is the power
and the glory for ever. 6. Let grace come and let
this w;ihi pass  away., Hosanuah to the God of
David, 1 any man be holy, Tet him (."i”?i?'éi"‘g if any
mian be not, lot him vepent : Maran athab Amen,

. But suftey the proplets to hold E m;-fifsz;ai‘*zs«;‘i; s
they will,

X1

Lo Wiosorver then comes and teaches vou alltr
thise things aforesaid, reeeive hime 20 DBut if the
teacher  himselt be perverted and  teach another
doctrine to destroy these things, do not histen to
b, but if s teaching be for the inercase of

i
rig mamz mess and knowledge of the Lord, reecive
him as the Lord.

LA iz aunshiteration of Aramaie words meaning © Our Lovd !
Lonie

L]

N

gt
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G0 And concerning  the Apostles and Prophets, tpone
qot thus aceording the m*din*izwt ol the Gospel
t Let every “xgmai) s who comes to you be received

s the Lord, but hit hiny not stay more than one

s
day, orif :mul e o sccond as well: but if he stay
three days, he is a false prophet. 6. And when an
Apostle goes forth let him aceept nothing  but
bread till he veach his night’s lodging s but if he
wske Lo money, he is a false prophet.

7. Do not test or examine any prophet who s speale-
ing in a spirit, © for every sin shall be forgiven, but
this sin shall not be hngiwzzw 8. But not eve ryonc
who speaks in a spiritis a prophet, exeept he have the
behaviour of the Lord.  From his behaviour, then,
the false prophet and the true prophet shall be
known. 9. And no prophet who orders ameal inoa
spivit shall eat of it otherwise he isa false prophet
L0, And every prophet who teaches the truth, if lie
do not what he teaches, is a false prophet. 1L }}ih
o prophet who has been tried and 15 genuine,
though be enact a worldly mystery ? of the Chureh,
if e teach oot others to do what he does himself,
shall be judged by you: for he has his judgment
with God, for so also did the prophets of  old.
L2 Bt whosoever shall say ina spirit © Give me
money, or something else,” vou shall not listen to
bim s but it he tell you in give on behalt of others
neowant, let none judgw h iuL

It s unkunown to what ordinance the writer refers,

Fhis passuge has never been satisfactorily mza}mm@i o b
probably vefers to a tendency among sowe prophets to intro.
duce forms of worship, or of Mllustration of their teachi o, of
doubitful mwpg ety zi so the veferenee below to the prophets
uf eld s perhaps an allusion to Hosea (Hos, 1, 2 (11
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NIT

1. Ler evervone who “eomes in the Name of the o
Lord” Ix reecived ; but when vou have tested him Ll
you shall know hlmg for vou sha I have understanding
of true and false.! 2, If he who comes is a traveller,
help him as awuch as you can, but he shall not
reiain m%h YOUu mMore than two i‘lqt’%% or, it need be,
three, And if he wishes to settle Amnong you ‘md
has a g:*réz:it:g let him work for his bread. 4. But if he
has no eraft provide for him according to your
nnderstanding, so that no man shall ,ifiu dii&(!lif_}; you
i idlencess because he is a Christian, But it he
will not do so, he is making traftic of Ch'{‘asﬁ: ; beware
of such. |

XTI

Bur every true prophet who wishes to settle p
among you is © worthy of his tood.”” 2. Likewise a
froe ’éuuhu is himself w orthy, like the workman, of
his food. 3. Therefore thou shalt take the firstfruit 1
of the produce of the winepress and of the threshing-
floor and of oxen and sheep, and shalt give them as
the mxim;l% to the prophets, for hm are vour high
pricsts. . But if you have not a a prophet, give to
the pmm “% [f thou makest bread, take the first-
fruits, and give it according to the commandment.
6. Likewise when thou openest a jar of wine or oil,
give the firstfruaits to. the prophets. 7. Of money also
and clothes, and of all vour possessions, take the
firstivaits, as it secm best to you, and give according
to the commandment.

! Lgﬁéfléf:réiﬁz}?’z ‘e s,,g fﬁi and left wnderst: miim,“

sy
3 /}
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X1V

[. Ox the Lord’s Day of the Lord come together, 1
break hread and hold Bucharist, after confessing ©
vour transgressions  that  your  offering may  be
purc ; 2. but let none who has a quarrel with his
fellow join in vour meeting until they be reconciled,
Lt wm sacrifice be not defiled, 3, For this s
that which was spoken by the Lord, © In every place
and time offer me a puare saerifice, for Lam a great
king, saith the Lord, “and my name is wonderful
among the heathen”

XV

Arromvt therefore for vourselves bishops and
deacons worthy of the Lord, meck men, and not
lovers of mone f;} and trothtul and approved, tor they
also minister to vou the ministry of the prophets and
teachers. 20 Theretore do not despise them, for

thev are vour honourable men tfzw ther with the
prophets and teachers,

S0 And veprove one another not in owrath but in Mutual
peace as you find in the Gospel, and let none speak ™
with any who has done a wrong to his neighbour,
nor et him hear a word from you until he repents,

(. But your pr;xww and  alms and all vour acts
perform as ve find in the Gospel of our Lord,

e
o
s
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XVI

Lo Warent 7 over your life @ “let your lumps ?:si
not quenched “and your loins ™ be not ungirded,
but be “ready,” for ve know not  the l:;um* i35
which our Lord cometh.” 20 But be frequently
gathered together seeking the things which are
pmhmbiv {m* your souls, fm the whole time of your
faith shall not profit you except ye be found pe rfeet
at the Tast time s 30 for in the Jast dayvs the false
prophets and the corrupters shall be multiplied, and
the sheep shall be turned into wolves, aud love shall
change to hate; 4. for as lawlessness incereaseth
they  shall  hate one another and persecute and
betvay, and then shall appear the deceiver of the
world as a Son of God, and shall do signs and
wonders and the carth «Jmll be given over z,ni,e,,,s his
hands and he shall commit 1antutnc_,.>> which have
never been sinee the world began, 5. Then shall
the ercation of mankind come i;u the m ry trial and
“many shall be offended ” and be lost, but “they
who codure” in their faith © shall be saved” by the
curse itselfh 6. And  then shall appeay the signs ™
of the trath,  First the sign spread out in Heaven,
then the sign of the sound of the ti wmpet, and

thirdly the vesurrcction ol the dead : 7. but not of
i;zﬂ the dead, but as it was said, © ’fl.h@;;i Lord shall
come and all his saints with hin,” 8. Then shall
the world “see the Lord coming on the clouds of
Heaven,”

Y The meming s obscure; but there seem to be other
traces in early literature of a doctrine that cach curse also
contained  the elements of a counterbalancing power
salvation. There is a valuable and long note on “the sn thieet
m Rendel Harris's edition of the Didache.,

3




