ACCORDING TO LUKE.

DIEDICATION.

1o his f"xw/fme v, $he c)[béz]i{s

Many attempts have been aleady made lo draw up an account
of those events which have reached their conclusion amony us,

st as hey were reported to us by those who [ron: the be umzm o
¥ S

were  eye-witnesses, and afferwards became bearcrs of the

Message.  And, therefore, I also, since I have itnvestigated all

these events with great care frmn their very beginning, have
resolved to wwrite a connected history of them for vou, in order
that you may be able fo satisfv yvourself of the acc uracy of the
story which you have heard from the lips of others.

L-—Tur Brri, PareNTaGE, INrancy, axp Bovioon.

The Birin In the reign of Herod, King of Judaea, there
of the  Was a priest named Zec haric ah, who belonged to
Saptist the Division called after Abijah. His wife, whose

* name was Elizabeth, was also a dcscenddnt of

Aaron.  Theyv were both r:ghteou& people, who lived blameless
lives, guiding their steps by all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord. But they had no child, Elizabeth

being barren ; and both of them were advanced in vears.

One day, when Zechariah was officiating as priest before
God, durmg the turn of his Division, it fell to him by lot, in
accordance with the praceice among the priests, to go into the
Temple of the Lord and burn incense ; and, as it was the Hour
of Incense, the people were all praying outside. And an
angel of iho Lord appeared to him, standing on the right of
i:he Altar of Incense. Zechariah was startled at the sxgm and

as awe-struck.  But the angel said to him:

‘** Do not be afraid, Zechariah ; your prayer has been heard,
and your wife Elizabeth shall be: ir you a son, whom you shall
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104 ~ ' LGKE, 1.

call by the name John, qu shall be to }()u a jov and a

dv light ; and many shall rejoice over his birth. For he shall

be great in the sight of the Lord ; he shall not drink any wine
or %m;w drink, and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit
from t}w very hour of his bu‘ih, and shall reconcile many of the
Israelites to the Lord their God.  He shall go before him in the
spirit and with the power of Elijah, ‘to reconcile fathers to their
children’ and the disobedient to tiu/ wisdom of the rts_{hteous,
and so make ready for the Lord a people prepared for him.”

“ How can 1 be sure of this? ? Zechariah asked the angel.

“For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in years.”

“1 am Gabriel,” the angel answered, * who stand in the
presence of God, and 1 have been sent to speak to you and to
bring vou this m:mil news.  And now you shall be silent and
unable to »pcnk until the d: w when this takes place, because

vou did not believe uhdi 1 said, though my w m“d» will be

fulfilled in due course.’
Meanwhile the people were watching for Zechariah, wonder-
ing at his remaining so long in the Temple. W hul he came
out, he was unable {0 speak to them, and they perceived that he
had seen a vision there.  But Zechariah lkept making signs to
them, and remained dumb. And, as soon as his term
of service was finished, he returned home.

After this his wife, Elizabeth, expecting to become a mother,
tived in seclusion for five months.

““This is what the Lord has done for me,” she said, ‘‘ now
that he has deig ned to take away the reproach under Which
have been living.”

The Bl Six months later the angel Gabricel was sent

of desus from God to a town in (Jciilltiﬁ called Nazareth,

foretoid. (o a maiden there who was betrothed to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. Her name was Mary.
Gabriel came into her presence and said :

‘“ Hail, you who have been highly favoured! The Lord 1s
with yvou.”

Mary was much disturbed at his words, and was wondering to
herself w hat such a wrefs:img muld mean, when the dmg'el
spoke again :

“ Do not be afraid, Mary, for yvou have immd tavour with (Jod
And now, you shali be with child and g:ve hirth to a son,
and you shall give him the name Jesus. The child shall be
great and shall be called ‘Son of the Most High,” and the
Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David, and
e shall reign over the descendants of Jacob for ever ; md to
his Lu‘mn‘ia*n there shall be no end.” :

£t Huw can this be?” Mary szlmd thn arszei i I* or Ih;ﬁ"%}‘”:v

10 husband.” : ,
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LUKE, 1. 105

“The Holy Spirit shall descend upon you,” answered the
angel, ““and “the Power of the Most High shall overshadow
vou ; and therefore the child will be called  holy,” and f Son of
God.” And Elizabeth, your cousin, is herself also expecting a
son in her old age; “and it is now the sixth month with her,
though she is called barren ; ; for no promise from God shali
tail to be fulfilled.”
‘[ am the servant of the Lord,” exclaimed Mar y; Iet it be
with me as vou have said.”
Then the angel left her.
Mary’s Visit Soon after this Mary set out, and made her
to Etizabeth. way quickly into the hill-country, to a town in
Judah ; and there she went into L’LChdrl:lh s house and ﬂreded
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mar y's greeting, the child
moved within her, and Elizabeth herself was filled with Uw
Holy Spirtt, and cried aloud :
“Blessed are vou among women, and bleased 1s your unborn
child ! But how have I this honour, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? For, as soon as your greetmw
reached my ears, the child moved within me with delight !

Happy indeed is she who believed that the promise which she

recenved from the Lord would be fulfilted.”
And Mary said :

[9 3

My soul exalts the Lord,
My spirit delights in God my Saviour s

For he has remembcred his servant in her lowliness ;
And from this hour all ages will count me happy !

Great things has the Almighty done for me ;
And holy is his name.

From age to age his mercy rests
On thosc w ho reverence him.

Mighty are the deeds of his arm 3
He scatters the proud with thelr own devices,
He casts down princes from thon thrones, and the L}le he
uplifts,
The hungry he loads with gifts, and the rich he sends empty
away.

He has stretched out his hand to his servant Israel,
Ever mindful of his mercy

(As he promised to our forcfathers)
For Abraham and his race for ever.”

Mary staved with Elizabeth ahout three mon ths, and then
returned to her home.
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106 LUKE, 1

TheBirthana  When Elizabeth’s time came, she gave bxrth (o

Circumeision 4 son; and her neighbours and relations, heamng :

of the Baptist. of the great goodness of the Lord to her, came to
share her joy. A week later they met to circumcise
the child, and were about to call him ‘Zechariah’ after his
father, w hen his mother interposed :

‘“No, he is to be called John.”

“You have no relation of that name ! they exclaimed ; and
they made signs to the child’s father, to find out what he
wished the child to be called, Asking for a writing-tablet, he
wrote the words—*'His name is John.” LEvery one was sur-
prised ; and immediately Zechariah recovered his voice and the
use of his tongue, and began to bless God. All their
neighbours were awe-struck at this ; and throughout the hill-

country of Judaea the whole story was much talked about;
and all who heard it kept it in mind, asking one another—

“What can this child be destined to bowme 27 Forthe Power
of the Lord was with him.

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy ‘spmn

and, speaking under inspiration, said ;

* Blessed is the Lord, the God of Isr mj_,

Who has visited bis people and wrought their deliverance,

And has raised up for us the Strength of our Salvation
In the House of his servant David -

As he promised by the lips of his holy Prophets of old—
Salvation from our enemies and from the hands of all that
hate us,
Showing mercy to our forefathers,
And mmdful of his sacred (,m etmﬁt,

This was the oath which he swore to our forefather Abraham-—
That we should be rescued from the hands of our enemies,
And should serve him without fearin holiness and righteousness,

In his presence all our days,

And thou, Child, shalt be calted Prophet of the Most High,
For thou shalt o before the Lord to make ready his way,
To give to his people the knowledge of salvation
in the forgiveness of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God,
w herebv the Dawn will break on us from Heaven,
To give light to those who dwell in darknua& anct the shcxdow of'
death, v
And guide our feet into the Way of Peace.”, o

The child grew and became strong in spmt ; and he lived in
the Wilds till the time came for his appearance before Israel.

63 Ps. 41,133 Exod. 3. 165 Ps. 111, 9. 9 Ps, 18, 2; 89. 24, 20, 71 Ps. 106, 10.
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LUKE, 2. .

he Birth ana _About that time an edict was issued by the
Circumcision Emperor Augustus that a census should be

ofdesus. taken of the whole Empire. (This was the
first census taken while Quirinius was Governor of Syria).
And every one went to his own town to be regis-
tered. Among others Joseph went up from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem, the town of David, in
Judaea-—because he belonged te the family and house of
David—to be registered Wit Mary, his betrothed wife,
who was about to become a mother,  While they
were there her time came, and she gave birth to her first child,
a son.  And because there was no room for them in the inn,
she swathed him round and laid him in a manger.

In that same country-side were shepherds out in the open
fields, watching their flocks that night, when an angel of
the Lord suddenly stood by them, and the Glory of the Lord

shoue arcund them ; and they were seized with fear.

““ Have no fear,” the d!“‘;iQ‘Gi said. “ For I bring you good
news of a greal joy in store for all the nation. This day there
has been born to you, in the town of David, a Saviour, who
is Christ and Lord. And this shall be the sign for you. You
will find the infant swathed, and lying in a manger.”

Then suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly Host, praising God, and singing—

“ Glory to God on high,

And on earth peace among men in whom he finds pleasure.”

Now, when the arzg@:}s had left them and goue back to
Heaven, the shepherds said to one another :

¢ et us go at once to Bethlehem, and see this thing that

has happened, of which the Lord has told us.”
So they w ent quickly, and found Mary and ste vh, and the
infant Iying in a manger ; and, when they saw it, they told of
all that had been said to them about this child. All who
hieard the shepherds were astonished at their story, while Mary
treasured up all that they said, and dwelt upon it in her
thoughts. And the shepherds went back, giving glory and
praise to God for all that the\;‘ had heard and s seen, as it had
been told them.

Eight days after the birth of the child, when it was time to
circumecise him, he received the name Jesus—the name given
him by the angel before his conception.

The
Presentation Child, enjoined by the Law of Moses, came to an

oF Josus in end, his parents took the child up to Jerusalem
the Tempie. 145 present him to the Lord, in compliance

with the Law of the Lard that ‘every ﬁrst-bom male shall be »

HPs s o2 22Lev. 1o 6. % Exod. 173, 2

When the period of purification of mother and :
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108 ~ LUKE g2

dedicated to the Lord,’ and also to offer the sacrifice en)ou*xed
in the Law of the Lord—"*a pair of turi]n-doves or two young
p:geom,

There was at that time in ]mumkm a man named Simeon,
a righteous and devout man, who lived in constant expecta-~
tion of the Consolation of Israel, and under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. 1t had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that ilc should not die until he had seen the Lord’s (Ainst
Moved by the Spirit, Simeon came into the Temple Courts,
and, when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for-

hxm what was LUS‘{()‘iT} ary under the Law, Siimeon himself

ook the child in his arms, and blessed (md, and said :

“ Now, Lord, thou wilt let thy servant go,
According to thy word, in peace,
Formy eves have seen the Salvation
Which thou hast prepared in the sight of all nations—
A Light to bring light to the (;emﬂes;
And to be the Glory of thy people [srael”

While the child’s father and mother were wondering at what

was sard about him, Simeon gave thmn im himmng{s and said
1o Mary, the child’s mother :

24
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““This child is appointed to be the cause of the fall and rise

of many in lIsrael, and to be a sign much spoken aqazngtwf':;f "
yves, the sword will pierce vour own heart—and so the thoughts
in

many minds will be disclosed.”

There was also a Prophetess named Hannah, a daughter of

Phanuel and of the tribe of Asher. She was far advanced in
years, having lived with her husband for seven years after
mar rmga, and then a widow, till she had reached the age of

eighty-four. She never left the Temple Courts, but, fasting and

praying, worshipped God night and day. At that moment
she came up, and began publicly to thank God and to speak
about the child to all who were Iwolmlz;“ ior thi} deliverance of
Jerusalem. ‘
The Boyhooda  'vi1en the child’s parents had done everything
of enjoined by the Law of the Lord, they returned
vesus.  to Galilee {o their own town of Nazareth.

The child grew and became strong and wise, dmd the bless-
ing of God was upon him.

Every year the child’s parents used to go to Jerusalem at the
Passover Festival. When Jesus was twelve years old,

they went according to custom to Jerusalem, and had hmshed(

their visit ; but, when thev started to return, the bov Jesus re-
mained bolnnd in Jerusalem, without their knm‘:mq it. -

ing that he was with their fell mv-tmvellem they went one day 9'

“lev, iz, 8 P lsa g0, 53 52 100 B Isa 42, 63 40. 6 2 Tﬂ 8 15
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LUKE, 2-8. 109

journey before searching for him among their relations and
acquaintances; and then,as they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem, searching avervwhere for him. It wasuot till the
third day that they found him in the Temple Lourts, sitting
among the Teachers, now listening to them, now asking them
questions. All who listened to him mary elled at his mtdhqem‘v
and his answers. His parents were amazed when they saw
him, and his mother said to him:

““ My child, why have you treated us like this? Your father
and T have bmm sc.u‘chmq for you in great distress.”

“What made you search for me?” he answered. ¢ Did
not vou know that T must be in my Father’s House?”
His parents did not understand what he meant.  However he
went down with them to Nazareth, and submitted himself to
their control; and his mother treasured all that was said in
her heart.

And Jesus grew in wisdom as he grew in vears, and
“wained the blessing of God and men.’

[1..-Turg PREPARATION.

The Baptist 111 the fifteenth year of the reign of the Emperor

and his _Liberius, when Pontius Pilate was Governor of |

Message. Judaea, Herod Ruler of Galilee, his brother Philip
Ruler of the territory comprising Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
[ysanias Ruler of Abilene, and when Annas and Caiaphas
were High Priests, a Command from God came to John, the son
of Zechariah, while he was in the Wilderness. And John went
through the wlmle district of the Jordan, p!‘()ddll]’ill}g” a baptism
upon repentance, for the forgiveness of sins.  This was in iul»
filment of what is said in the writings of the Prophet [saiah —

“The voice of one crying aloud in the Wilderness :
Make ready the way of the Lord,
Make his paths straight.
Every chasm shall be hllpd
Every mountain and hill shall be levelled,
The winding ways shall be straightened,
The rough roads made smooth,
And all mankind shall see the Salvation ot God.”’

ExY

And John said to the crowds that went to be baptized by
him ;

“You brood of vipers ! who has prompted vou to seek refuge
from the coming judgement ?  Let your lives, then, prove your

32 y Sam. 2. 26, 46 Isa, 40. 33
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110 . LUkE 8

repentance ; and dn not begin to say dITIOHE;‘ vnursehes.jﬁ‘}‘

‘Abraham i is our aneestor, for I tell vou that out of these very

stones God is able to raise descendants for Abraham ! A]I‘B’ld} -

9

indeed, the axe is lying at the root of the trees. Therefore
every tree that fails to “bear good frult wzll be cut down and

(hrown into the fire.”
““ What are we to do then?” the peop]e dg‘](gd

““ Let the man who has two coats,” answered John, ‘‘share
with lnm who has none; and the man who has food do thc

‘itii}lc

Even tax-gatherers came to be baptized, and said to John:
‘“ Teacher, what are we to do?”

“ Do not aolle(t more than you have authority to df.,mand s
Jolin answered.  And when some snldms on active sery Iu, '

asked ““ And we—what are we to do?! , he said ;

and be content with your pay.’

Then, while the people were in suspense, and were dii .
debating with themselves whether John could be the bhr;si,
16

John, addressing them all, said: ,
“ 1, indeed, b‘iptsm you with water ; but there is coming one

10
It

12

13

4

“ Never use violence, or vxact any thm r by false accus: ifi{)fi"} -

more powerful than I, and I am not fit even to unfasten his
sandals,  He will bapuxfz}ou with the Holy Spirit and with fire. -

His winnowing-fan is in his hand, that he may clear his 17
threshing-tloor, and store the grain in his barn, but the « chat

he will burn with maxtmguxslmbk fire.”

And so with many different exhortations John told his Gmd_‘
News to the people.  But Prince Herod, being rebuked by

John respecting Herodias, the wife of Iletod s brother, and

for all the evil things that he had done, crowned them all by

shutting John up in prison.

The Now after the baptismi of all the people, and
Baptism of When Jesus had been baptized and was still pray-

Jesus. ing, the heavens opcmd and the Holy Spirit
descended, in a visible form, like a dmc upon him, and from

the heavens came a voice—
* Thou art my Son, the Belm*ed in thee I delight.”
The When beginning his work, Jesus was about
Ancestors of thlrt) ears old. He was regarded as the son of

22

23

Jesus.  Joseph, whom, ancestors were— ;
Eli Amos Joseph
Mattith 24 Nahum s Josheh
Levi Azaliah , ~ Johanan
Melchiah | Nogah o Rhesa
Janna Mattith 206 Zerubbabel
Joseph. - Mat t;thmh o Shealtiel
’\hmﬂnah " 125 thmea . \Termh F
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Nathan
David
Jesse
Obed
Boaz
Salah
Nahshon
Amminadab
Arni
Hezron
Perez
Judah
Jacob
Isaac
Abraham
Terah
Nahor
Serug
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Jared
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kkenan :
Enosh 38
Seth and

Adam the son of

GOD.

On returning from the Jordan, full of the Holy 1

Temptation Spirit, Jesus was led by the power of the Spirit

of desus. through the Wilderness Tor forty days, tempted by 2
the Devil. All that time he ate nothing ; md[, when it
was over, he bcmme hungry. So the Devil said to him : 3

“If vou are God’s Son, tell this stone to become a loaf of
bread.”

And Jesus answered him @ ¢ Scripture says— 4

‘Tt 1s not on bread alone that man is to live.

¥

And the Devil led Jesus up, and, showing him in a single 3
moment all the kingdoms of the c*uth said to him : O
“T will give you all this power, and 'the splendour of them ;

for it has been given into my hands and I give it {o whom 1

wish.
be yours.”

And Jesus answered him : *“ Scripture %zn*

If you, thcmfm'(, will do homage before me, 1t shall all

¢ Thou shalt do homage to the Lord thy God, and worship

him only.””

The Devil next led him into Jerusalem, and, placing himon ¢
the parapet of the Temple, said : G
“If yvou are God's Son throw yourself down from hcr{?, for 10

Scripture says—

‘ He will give his angels commands about thu,, to guard

thee safely,’
and

*On their hands they will upbear thee,

LI

Lest ever thou shouldst strike thy foot against a stone.””

3 Ps. 2.7

4 Deut, 8. 3.

8 Deut. 6, 13,

1911 Ps, g1, 1112,




112 - LUKE, 4
Jut Jesus answered hin: ¢ 1t is said—
* Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.””

When he had tried every kind of temptation, the Devil left
Jesus, till another opportunity.,

111 T WoRrk 1IN (JALILEE.

Jesus begins ?g}.csx:{»zd by the power of the Spirit, Jesus returned

his Work. {0 Galilee.  Reports about him spread through all
that neighbourhood ; and he began to teach in their Syna-
gogues, and was honoured by every one.

Jeawd Coming to Nazareth, wherche had been br ought
teaches at Up, ]Qsdb, as was his custom, went on the
Nazareth. Sabbath into the Synagogue, and stood up to

read the Scriptures. The book given him was that of the

Prophet Isaiah; and Jesus opened the book and found the

place where it says—

¢ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
For he has consecrated me to bring Good News to the poor,
He has sent me to proclaim release to captives and restoration
of sight to the blind,
To set the oppressed at liberty,
To proclaim the au,ept&,d vear of the Lord.?

Then, closing the book and returning il to the attendant, he
sat down.  The eves of all in the Synagogue were fixed upon
him, and Jesus bogzm :

“This very day this passage has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”

All who were present spoke well of him, and were astonished

atl the beautiful words that iell from his lips.
““Is not he joseph son?” they asked.
““ Doubtless,”said Ju»ua, ““you will remind me of the saying—

‘ Doctor, cure vourself;’ and you will say ‘Do here in your

own country all Lhat we have heard has been done at Caper-
naum.” T tell you,” he continued, * that no Prophet is accept-
db]f}‘ in his own country. There were, doubtless, many widows
in Israel in E h)ah dav\, when the heavens were closed for
three vears and six months, and a severe famine prevailed
throughout the country; and yet it was not to one of them that
L‘igah was sent, but to a w:dow at Zarephath in Sidonia.

And there were many lepers in lsrael in the hme of the

12 Deut. 6, 16. 18-19 Isa. 6. 1—2, 21 I\mgs 17. 9.
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mpiwi Elisha, vet it was not one of them whoe was made
clean, but Naaman the Syrian.”
All the people in the Svnd gogue, as they listened to this,
became enraged.  Starting up, they drove Jesus out of the
town, and It&d him to the hrow of the hill on which their town
stood, intending to hurl him down. But he passed through
(he middle of the crowd and went on his way.

Sure. O Then Jesus went down to (,apemaum, a city

a possessed 101 Galilee, On the Sabbath he taught

Man. the people.  They were amazed at his teaching,
because his words were spoken with authority. In the Syna-
gogue there was a man with the spirit of a foul demon in
him, who called out loudly :

e Stop? What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? 1 know who yvou are-—the
Holy One of God 1”

But Jesus rebuked the demon.

“ Be silent !  Come out from hiny,” he said.

The demon flung the man down in ‘the middle of the people,

and then came out from him, without causing him further

harm. And they were all lost in amazement, and kept saying
to one another :

*What wmds are these? For he gives his commands {0

the foul spirits with a marvellous authorlt\ ,and they come out.’
And rumours about Jesus travelled through every place in the
neighbourhood.

e On Icaxmg the Sy lmwogue, Jesus went into
ure

of Peter's  Simon’s house. I\m\'%lmon s mother-in-law was

Mother-in-law sufiering from a severe attack of fever, and they
and of many ,cked Jesus to cure her. - Bending over her, he

others,

rebuked the fever; the fever left her, and she

immediately got up and began to wait upon them.

At sunsct, all who had friends suffering from various
diseases took them to Jesus; and he placed his hands upon
every one of them and cured them. And even demons came

out from many people, screaming ‘ You are the Son of

God.”  Jesus rebuked them, and would not allow them 10
speak, because they knew that he w: 1s the Christ.
Jesus retires M daybreak, Jesus went out and walked to a
to a lonely spot.  But crowds of people began to look

lonely Place. for him; and they came to where he was and
tried to detain him and prevent his leaving them. Jesus,
however, said to them :

‘I must take the Good News of the Ixmg,dum of God 1o the
other towns also, for that was why I was sent.’
And he continued to make his pr mclamatmn in the Synagogues
of Judaea.

34 Ps, 16, 10,
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The Once, when the people were pressing round 3
great Catch Jesus as they listened to God’s Message, he
of Fish.  happened to be standing by the shore of the Lake
of Gennesaret, and saw two boats “Close to the shore. The 2
fishermen had gone away from them and were washing the
nets.  So, getting into one of the boats, which belonged to
Simon, Jesus asked him to push off a little way from the shore,
and then sat down and taught the people from the ,boat
When he ha,d tinished spf:akmg, he said to Simon:
““ Push off into deep water, and all throw out your nets forv a
haul.” Bl
“We have been hard at work all night, Sir,” answered 5
Simon, ‘“and have not caught anything, but, at your bidding,
I will throw out the nets.”
They did so, and enclosed such a great shoal of fish that their
nets began to break, So they signalled to their partners in 4%
the other boat to come and help them ; and they came and
filled both the boats so full of fish that thc..v were almost sink-
ing. When Simon Peter saw this, he threw himself down at 8
Jesus’ knees, exclaiming : e
““Master, leave me, for [ am a sinful man'! 1 ; .
For he and all who were with him were lost in amaze- g9
ment at the haul of fish which they had made; and so, too,
were James and John, Zebedial’s sons, who wu .Smmn
partners.
““ Do not be afnud 0 Jesus sald to Simon ; from tO“ddV you
shall catch men.’
And, when they had brought their bﬂdtb to shore, they le
eV cmihmz{, and followed him. e

o i et

N0

Cure On one occasion Jesus was slaying in a town, 12

of a Leper. when he saw a man who was covered with leprosy.
When the leper saw Jesus, he threw himself on his face md
implored his help : .

“ Master, if only you are willing, you are able to make me
clean.” :
Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched Inm, Sd}lng‘ as he dld 1
803

“1 am willing ; become clean.” -
Instantly the kprosy left the man ; and then Jesus u’npressed 14
upon him that he was not to s: aya Word to any one, ‘‘ but,” he
added, ““set out and show yourbelf to the Prlest, and make
the offerings for vour cleanmmg in the manner directed by
Moses, as evidence of your cure.” However, the story about
Jesus spread all the more, and great crowds came together
to listen to him, and to be cured of their 1llnesses but Jesus 16
| u,sed to withdraw to lonely places and pray. .

M Lev, rg. %9, v
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Cure of On one of those days, when Jesus was teaching,
~ paraiyzed some Pharisees and Doctors of the Law werce
Mar. sitting near by. (They had come from all the
villages in Galilee and Judaea, and from Jerusalem ; and the
}mu er of the Lord was upon Jesus, so that he could work
cures.)  And there some men brought on a bed a man who
was paralyzed. They tried to get him in and lay him before
]ewa ; but, finding no way of getting him in, owing to the
crowd, thev went up on the roof “and lowered him through the
1§§if“a, with” his pallet, into the middle of the people and in
front of Jesus. W hen he saw their faith, }ww; said ;
* Friend, vour sins have been forgiven you.’
The Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees began dbb(iill}“‘
about this.
“Who is this man who speaks so bl mphmm‘susly 2" they
asked.  “* Who can forgive sins except God 2”7

When Jesus became aware of the way in which they were |

debating, he turned to them and exclaimed :

“What are you debating with yourselves? Which is the

casier 7—to say ‘Your sins have been forgiven you’? or to
say ‘ Get up, and walk about’? But that you may know that
the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins—" here
he spoke to the paralyzed man—¢ To you I say, Get up, and
take up vour pallet, and go to your home.”
Instantly the man stood up before their eyes, took up what
e had been lymmg on, and went to his home, praising
God. The pmplfz one and all, were lost in amazement,
and praised God ; and in great awe he5 said :

“We have seen marvellous things to-day 7

Coll of After this, Jesus went out; and he noticed a
Levi. ax-gathmu, 1 med Levi, sitting in the tax-office,
and said to him : “ Follow me.’
Levileft everything and got up and followed him. And
Jesus biamed Levi gave a great entertainment at his house, in
for his  honour of Jesus; and a large number of tax-

Companions. oatherers and others were at table with them.

The Pharisecs and the Teachers of the Law belonging to their
party complained of this to the disciples of Jesus.

“Why do you eat and drink with tax-gatherers and out-
casts 2
I answer Jesas said ;

‘It is not those who are well that need a doctor, but those
who are ill. 1 lms’e not come to call the religious, but the
outcast, to repent.”

The Disciples  ‘‘ John's disciples,” they said to Jesus, ‘‘often
o earemg Fst and say prayers, and so do the disciples of the
the Law.  Pharisees, while yours are eating and drinking !”

H ﬁgm. 7o 13
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Bu{ Jesus answered iimxn : ' :

“Can vou make the br:deqmmhx friends fast whlle the
bridegroom is with them? But the days will come—a time
\x hen the bridegroom will be parted from them ; and they will

fast then, when those days come.”

T hen, as an illustration, ILSLI‘S said to them :

““No man ever tears a piece from a new garment and puts it
upon an old one; }or, if he does, he will not only tear the new

garment, but the piece from the new one will not match the

wid ‘md no man puts new wine into old wine-skins ; fm‘, if
he does, the new wine will burst the skins, and ﬂ]ﬁfz wine
itself will run out, and the skins be lost.  But new wine
must be put nto fresh skins. N’o man after drinking
s‘iwld x:vinc* wishes for new. *“No,” he says, ‘the oid is e\wl«
ent.””

One Sabbath Jesus was walking through cornficlds, Aﬂd
his disciples were picking the cars of wheat, “and rubbing Jmm
in their Imnda, and eating them. ‘

“* Why are you doing what it is not allowable to do on the
Sabbath #” aSked some of the Pharisees. -

Jesus’ answer was : F

“Have not you read even of what David did, when he was
hungry, he and his ¢ omp.minns*mth:.it he went into the House
of God, and took the consecrated bread and ate it, and gave
some to his cmnpmnom, though only the priests are allowed
fo eat1t?”

Then Jesus added :
““The Son of Man is .ord even of the Sabbath.”

Cure of

Hand. the Law and the Pharisees watched Jesus closely,

to sce if he would work cures on the Sabbath, so that they
might find a charge to bring against him. Jesus, however,
knew what was i their minds, and said to the man whose
hand was withered :

“ Stand up and come out into the middle.”

The man stood up; and Jesus said to them :

“1 ask you, is it allowable to do good on the Sdbbdthmor
harm ? to save a life, or let it perish?” e
Then, looking round at th{%m all, he said to the man :

“Stretch out vour hand.”

The man did so: and his hand had become sound. But.

the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees were goaded to
madness, and consulted together wlmt they could do 1o
Jesus. . .

41 Sam. 21, 6,

On another Sabbath Jssus went into the Syvna-
a Man with Zogue and taught ; and there was a man there
a withered whose right hand was withered. The Teachers of

-1
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The twetve  NOw about that time, Jesus went out, up the hill,

Apostles. (0 pray, and spent the whole night in prayer to
God. When day came, he summoned his disciples, and
chose twelve of them, whom he also named ¢ Apostles.” They
were Simon (whom ]csus also named Peter), and his brother
Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholcmeu, Matthew,
T hmnag, James son of Alphaeus, Simon kaown as the Zealot,
Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who proved a traitor.
Afterwards Jesus came down the hill with them and took
his stand on a level place.  With him were a large crowd of
his disciples, and great numbers of people from the whole of
Judaea, Jerusalem, and the coast district of - Tyre and Sidon,
who had come to hear him and to be restored to health. Those,
too, who were troubled with foul spirits were cured; and
every one in the crowd was trying to touch him, because a power
went out from him which restored them all. Then,
rHE ‘sermon raising hiseyes and looking at his disciples, Jesus

ON THE spai\c as follows :

MQUNT. “ Blessed are yvou who are poor, for yours is the

The Kingdom of God.

Happy.  Blessed arc yvou who hunger now, for vou shall be

satisfied. :
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.
Blessed are you when men hate you, and when t.}}c} m:pﬁzl ycm

from among them, and taunt vou, and reject your Name asan

evil (hmﬂ“w«»on account of the Son of Man. Then indeed you
may be niad and dance for joy, for be sure that your reward in

Heaven will be great; for that is what their ancestors did to

the Prophets.
The But “alas for you who are rich,” for vou have
Unhappy.  had your comforts in full. ,
Alas for you who are sated now, for vou will hunger.
Alas for you who laugh now, for you will mourn and
weep.
Alas for you when all men speak well of you ; for this is what
their ancestors did to the false Prophets.
ot But to you who hear I say—ILove your enemies,
Law show kindness to those who hate vou, bless those
entove, who curse you, pray for those who insult you.
When a man gives one of vou a blow on the cheek, offer the
on other cheek as well ; and, when any one takes
Revenge. away your cloak, do not keep back vour coat

either. Give 1o every one who asks of you; and, when

any one takes away what is yours, do not demand its return.

The Do to others as you wish them to do to you. If
Golden Rule. you love only those who love e you, what thanks
will be due to you? Why, even the outcast love those who
love them! For, if you show kindness only to those who show

U {sg. 61, 1. M Enoth o3 8
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kindness to you, what thanks will be due to you? Even
the outcast do that! If you lend only to those from whom
you expect to get something, what thank<s will be due to you?

Even the outcast lend to the outcast in the hope of get-

ting as much in return! But love your enemies, and

show them kindness, and lend to them, never despairing.

Then your reward shall be great, and you shall be Sons of

La3
#s

the Most High, for he is kind 1o thé thankless and the =

bad. Learn to be merciful—even as your Father is
on merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be
Judging judged ; do not condemn, and yvou will not be con-

others. demned, For give, and you will be forgiven. Give,

and others will give to you. A generous me wsure, pressed and
shaken down, and running m'er, will they pour into your lap ;

for the measure that you mete will be meted out o you in

return”
‘Then, speaking in parables, Jesus said :

‘Can one blind man guide another? Will they not both fall

into a ditch ? A scholar is not above his teacher : yet every

fintshed scholar shall be like his teacher. And w hy do
you look at the straw in your brother’s eye, while you pay
no attention at alt to the beam in your own? How can you
say to your brother ‘ Brother, let me take out the straw in
vour eve,” while you yourself do not see the beam in yourown?
Hypocrite ! Talke out the beam from vour own eye first, and
then vou will see clearly how to take ‘out the straw in your
brother’s. There is no such thing as a good tree bear-
True and fatse iNg worthless fruit, or, on the other hand, a worth-
Teachers. less tree bearing ¢ O’Oc::d fruit. For every tree 18 .

36
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known by its own fruit. I’cop e do not gather figs off thorn

bushes, nor pick a bunch of grapes off a bramble. A 9;0{){1
man, from the good stores of his heart, brings out whatis good ;
while a bad man, fmm his bad stores, brings out what is bad.
For what fills a man’'s heart will rise to his lips. Why
The two O you call me ‘Master! Master !’ and yet fail to
Foundations. do what 1 tell you? Every one who comes to me
and listens to my teaching and acts upon it—1 will show you
to whom he may be compared. He may be compared to a man
building a house, who dug, and went deep, and laid the
iouﬂdatmn upon the rock. Then, when a flood came,
the river swept down upon that house, but had no power to
shake it, because it had been built well. But those who have
listened and not acted upon what they have heard may be
compared to a man who built a house on the ground without
any foundation. The river swept down upon it, and the

house nnmcdmtely collapsed ‘and great was the cmsh that‘

followed.”

When Jesus had bmug;ht to a conelusion all that he then had -

to say t{) the people, he entered Capernaum,.

49
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Cure of A Captain in the Roman army had a slave
an officer's Whom he valued, and who was qerxoml} ill—

Servant.  almost at the pointof death. And, hearing about
Jesus, he sent some Jewish Councillors to hun, with jthe
request that he would come and save his slave’s life. W hen
they found Jesus, they earnestly implored him to do so.

““ He is a man who deserves that you should show him this
favour,” they said, ““ for he is de‘vcared to our nation, and him-
self built our bvnag,ewue for us.”

So Jesuswent with them.  But, when he was no great distance
from the house, the Captain sent some friends with the
message—

“* Do not trouble yourself, Sir; for I am unworthy to receive

vou under my roof. That was whx I did not even venture to

come to you myself; but speak, and let my manservant be
cured. For I myselfam a man under the orders of others, with
soldiers under me ; and if 1 say to one of them * Go,’ he goes,
and to another * Lmne he comes, and to my sfave * Do
this,” he does it.”
Jesus was surprised to hear these words from him ; and, turn-
ing to the crowd which was following him, he said :
1 tell you, nowhere in Israel have 1 met with such faith as

this 17

And, when the messengers wtmned to the house, thc} found
the slave recovered.

Raising of o Shortly after, Jesus went to a town called \axn,
Widow’s Son. his disciples and a great crowd going with him.
Just as he approached the gate of the town, there was a dead
man being carried out for burial—an only son, and his miother
was a widow. A large number of the people of the town
were with her. When he saw her, the Master was moved
with compassion for her, and he said to her: ** Do not weep.
Then he went up and touched the bmr, and the bearers
%mppu} and Jesus said ;
~“Young man, 1 am speaking to you—Rise 1
The dead man sat up and began to tallk, and Jesus restored

him to his mother. Every one was awe-struck and

bt:‘,%;’;.:iil praising God.

“ A great Prophet has eirlal‘i“l among us,” they said ; “fand
God has visited his people.”
And this story about Jesus spread all through Judaea, and in
the neighbouring countries as well.

The Baptisvs Ml these events were reported to Jolm by his
Message to  disciples.  So he summoned two of- Lhem, and
Jesus. sent them to the Master to ask—
““Are you ‘ The Coming One,’ or are we to look for some one
else ?”

18 Py, 118, 26,

| ¥

L81

£

9

10

I

I3
L4

15

1b

18
19




120

Lt"kE, 7

When these men found J{Am, thm‘ S‘led

“ John the Baptxst has sent us to you to ask—* Are you ‘Thej '

Coming One,” or are we to look for somebodv else 2

At that very time Jesus had cured many people of diseases,

afflictions, and wicked spirits, and had given many blind people

their sight.

So his answer to the question was :

“ o and report to John what vou have witnessed and h‘edrd

~the |

(rood News is told to t

the paor

finds no hindrance in me.’

The
Teatimony of
Jesus to
the Baptist.

look at ?
out to sec?

who are accustomed to fine clothes
What then did yvou go to see?

palaces.

When

A reed waving in the wind ?
A man dressed in rich (fiothmv?
and luxury live in royal

speaking to the crow ds
reference to John: ‘.
“ What did you go out into the Wilderness m L
Hnot, what did you go

tell you, and far more th i i Px ophet.
of whom scripture says -

John's messengers had left,
began to say w:th_i-:;‘

Why,

APr Qphot 7

Jesus,

slind recover their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
made cle: , and the dcaf hezu, the dead are raised to life, the
And bl{zsmd is the man who;g;

bai

ilmw
Yes, I 26

This is the very man 27

* Behold, 1 am scndmg my Messenger before thy face,
And he shall prepare thy way before thee,)’

There is, I tell you, no one born of a woman who is g“rc* ater

than John; and vet the lowliest in the
ereater than he.” s
(XH the people, when they heard this, and even the tax- 29

gatherers, having accepted John s baptism, Adczm}wkdqt,d the

justice of God.

Law, having rejected John’s baptisni, fmstmtf‘:d God’s purpmeﬁ

Kingdom of God i 5 5

but the Pharisees and the Students of the -

in rw;md to them. )
“To what then,” Jesus continued,

people of the present generation ?
are hke some little children who are

\Vh at

place and calling out to one another—
‘ We have played the flute for you, but you have not danced ;

We

“ghall T compare the 2

are tlmv like ?

have wailed, but you have not wept !’
For now that John the B(’lptlst has come, not eating bread or

They 3

sitting in the market-

drinking wine, vou are saying ‘He has a demon  in him’;

and now that the Son of Man has come, eating and drmkmg‘

vou are saying ‘ Here is a f*fluiton and a wine-drinker, a friend
of tax-gatherers and outmxsts
by all her children.”

Jesus

& Woman.

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to dine with
anointed by him, so Jesus Went 10 his house and took his

plaoc at table. Just then a r\'oman, who

9& I&a‘ 63* zﬁ

And vet Wisdom is vindicated

@ ”ﬂal ’gn X
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was an outcast in the town, having ascertained that Jesus was
at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of per-
tume, and placed herself behind Jesus, near his feet, weeping.
Then she began to make his feet wet with her tears, and she
dried them with the hair of her head, repeatedly ki sing his
feet and anointing them with the perfume, When the
Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw this, he said to himself:

‘“Had this man been ‘ The Prophet,” he would have known
who, and what sort of woman, this is who is touching him, and
that she is an outcast.”
But, addressing him, Jesus said :

* Simon, 1 have something to say to you.”

“ Pray do so, Teacher,” Simon answered ; and Jesus began :

*There were two people who were in debt to a money-lender;
one owed fifty pounds, and the other five. As they were
unable to pay, he forgave them both.  Which of them, do you
think, will love him the more ? 7 :

““ 1 suppose,” answered Simon, ‘‘ it will be the man to whom
he forgave the greater debt.”

““You are right,”said Jesus,and then, turning to the woman,
he said to Simon : e

““Do you see this woman ? | came into your house —you gave

me no water for my feet, but she has made my feet wet with

tears and dried them with her hair. You did not give me one
kiss, but she, from the moment I came in, has not ceased
to kiss my feet. You did not anoint even my head with oil,
but she has anointed my feet with perfume. And for this,
I tell you, her sins, many as they are, have been pardoned,
because she has loved greatly; but one who has little
pardoned him, loves but little.”
Then he said to the woman : *‘ Your sins have been pardoned.”
On this, those at table began to say to one another :

““ Who is this man who even pardons sins ?”
But Jesus said to the woman: =

““ Your faith has delivered you ; go, and peace be with you.’

¥

Women who  Shortly afterwards, Jesus went on a journey

ministered through the towns and villages, proclaiming the
todesus.  (Good News of the Kingdom of God.  With him

went the Twelve, a3 well as some women who had been cured
of wicked spirits and of infirmities. They were Mary, known
as Mary of Magdala (from whom seven demons had been
expelled), and Joanna (the wife of Herod's steward, Chuza),

and Susannah, and many others—all of whem ministered to

Jesus and his Apostles out of their means,
Parable Once, when a great crowd was collecting, and,
of the Sower. when the people of town after town were flocking
to Jesus, he spoke to them in the form of a parable :
“The sower went out to sow his seed ; and, as he was sowing,

43
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some of tl’m seed tell aiont* the path and was 1r0dden upﬁn P
and the wild birds ate it up. Other seed fell upon rock, 6
and, as soon as it began to grow, having no moisture,
withered away. Other seed fell in the middle of brambles, 7
but the brambles grew up with it and choked it entirely.
Other seed fell into rich soil, and grew, and gave a hundred- 8
fold return.’
After sayving this, Jesus cried aloud :
““ Let iim who has ears 10 hear with hear.” e
His dmc:plm asked Jesus the meaning of this parable. =~ o
““Tovou,” he said, * the knowledge of the hidden truths of the 10
Kingdom of God has been imparted, but 1o others in parables
only, that ‘though they have eyes they may not see, and
though they have ears, they may not understand.” This is
the pamblc e 11
The seed is God's Message. By the seed which fell ‘ﬂmlg the 12
path are meant those who hear the Message ; but then comes
the Devil and carries away the Message from their minds, to
prevent their believing it and being saved. ;,
By the seed which fdl upon the rock are mea.nt those w h(), as 13
soon as they hear the Message, welcome it joyfully ; but theyf
have no root, and believe it only for a time, and, when the time
of temptation comes, they draw back. L
By that which fell among the brambles are meant those who 14
hear the Message, but who, as they go on their way, are com-
pletely choked bx this world’s cares and we alth and plna%ures, -
and bring nothma‘ to perfection. .
But by that in the good gmund are meant 1110%& who, havmgg I
heard the ‘\Iesﬂcm, keep it in the good, nch sod of‘ thexr‘
hearts, and patmnﬂ} vield a return. '
Lesson from - N0 mMan sets hght to a lamp and then covers 1t‘ 16
a tamp.  with a bowl or puts it underneath a couch, but he -
puts itona }Aﬁlp-btdﬂd so that anyone who comes in may sce
the light. Nothing is hidden which will not be brought into 17
the h«rht of day, nor ever kept hidden which will not some day
become known and come into the light of day. Take 18
care, then, how you listen. For, to all those who have, more
will be ¢ given; while, from all those who hdve nothmg, even
what they seem to have will bu taken aws ay:’

The true Presently Jesus’ mmhc,r and brothers came 19
Brotherhood. where he was, but they were not able to join him
onaccount of the crowd. So word was bmue;ht to him— 20

“Your mmhm and your brotlmrs are btd(‘ldll‘lg outside, wanting

1o see you.’ T : e
His mph’ spoken to them all, was: - 2
- “* My mother and my ht‘othefs are those who listen to God’s
teaching and do Wh‘lt 1t bids®m .00 0
o W aas t’; 10,
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Jesus stitis  Oue day about that time, Jesus got into a boat
astorm.  with his disciples and said to them :  ¢“ Let us go
across the lake.” = So they put off.  While they were sailing,
Jesus fell asleep. A squall swept down upon the lake, and
their boat was filling and they were in danger. So the
disciples came and roused him.
' Sir, Sir,” they cried, ‘‘ we are lost!”
Jesus rose and rebuked the wind and the rushing waves, and
they fell, and a calm followed.
“Where is your faith ? 7 he exclaimed.
But in great awe and amazement they said to one anoiher':
““Who can this be, that he mm;mmdx even the winds and
the waves, and they obey him?
Cure of a And they “reached the ¢ ountry of the Gerasenes,
sadman.  which is on the opposite side to Galilee; and, on
waitmg; ashore, Jesus met a man, who had denmnf», in hun,
coming out of the town. For a long time this man had worn
no clothing, and he had not lived 10 a house, but in the tombs,

Catching sight of Jesus, he shrieked out and threw himself

down betorc him, and in a loud voice exclaimed ;

** What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Mosf; High
God? 1 beseech vou not to torment me.”
For Jesus was L()mmdndmg the foul spirit to come out from
the man. On many occasions it had seized him, and, even when
secured with chains and fetters, and watched, he Would break
il‘imugh anything that bound him, and be driven by the demon
into the Wilds.

“ What is your name : 27 Jesus asked.

“ Legion,” he answered (for many demons had taken pos-

session of him); and the demons begged Jesus not to order
them aw ay into the bottomless pit. There was a drove
of many pigs close by feeding upon the hill-side ; and the
demons begged Jesus to give them leave to enter into them.
Jesus gave them leave. They came out from the man and took
possession of the pigs; and the drove rushed down the steep
slope into the lake and were drowned. When the men
who tended them saw what had happened, they ran away, and
carried the news to the town, and to the country round. The

people went out to see what had happened, and, w ‘hen they came

to vaus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone

out, sitting, clothed and in his right mind, at Jcsux feet ; and.
they were awe-struck. Those who had seen it told them how

the possessed man had been delivered ; upon which all the
people in the neighbourhood of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to
leave them, for they were terrified. Jesus got into a boat and
returned.  The man from whom the demons had gone out
begged Jesus to let him be wath him ; but Jesus sent him away.

** (30 back to vour home,” he s(nd “and relate the story of
all that God has done for you.’
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So the man went thmua?h the Whale {owi n and pmc:lam ed,

he went, all that Jesus fiad done for him.

S Onhisreturn Jesuswaswelccamed by the people e
rine T forevery one was looking out for him. And

Daughter of 2 man named Jaeirus, who was a Presi-

40

4L

Jaeirus.  dent of the Synagogue, came to Jesus, and

threw himself at Jesus’ feet, with entreaties that he would
come to his house, because his only daughter, who was about

Cure of
an afflicted Was going, the people were pressing closely round

Woman. hxm And a woman, who had suffered from
haemorrhage for twelve years, and whom no one could cure,
came up behind and touched the tassel of his cloak. In:,t(mﬂy' 4

the Emmnorrhage ceased,

“Who was it that touched me 2 Jesus asked ; mad
while every one was denying having d(EIlC so, Peter e‘st-

cladmed :

twehe years old, was dying. As Jesus

** Why, Sir, the people are Crowdmcr r{)und you zmd prassmo* -

upon you !”

““ Somebody touched me,’ qmd Jesus; “for 1 felt that power’ .

had gone out from me.’

Then the woman, when she saw that she was discovered, came
fam ard trunbhng, and threw herself down before him ; and, .
in presence of all the people, she told him her reason for touche.v ‘

ing him, and that she had been cured instantly.

* Daughter,” he said, ‘‘ your faith has deliy ered you. G‘o, .

and peace be with mu.”

Before he had finished speaking, some one came from the&“

house of the President of the Synagogue and said :

5 qur daughter is dead! Do not trouble the Te 1(:1’;&(

further.”
But Jesus, hedrmg this, spoke to the President:

“Do not be afraid ; only have faith, and she shall yet be

delivered.”
When he reached the house, he did not allow any one to go in

with him, except Peter, John, and Jdmes, and the chxld’s father

and mother. And every one was weeping and moummg for
her. -
“Do not weep,” Jesus said, ‘‘she is not dead ; she is dsie}ap
They began to laugh at h;m, for they knew that she we
dead. But taking her by the hand jesus smd in a k;ud
voice ; ..

¢ Child, rise !

The ch:ld § spirit 1etumed to her, and Sht, xmmntlv %mod up ,f

and Jesus ordered them to give her something to eat. Her

were not to tell any one what had happened.
%Vuma 135, 38 '
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parents were amazed, but Jesus impressed on them that they




LUKE, 9. 195

The mission  Jesus calledthe Twelve together,and gave them
of the twelve power and authority over all demons, as well
Apostles.  ags {0 cure diseases. He sent them out as his Mes-

sengers, to proclaim the Kingdom of God, and to work cures.

“Do not,” he said to them, ‘‘take anything for your
journey ; not even a staff, or a bag, or bread, or any silver, or
a change of clothes with vou. . Whatever house vou go to stay
in, remain there, and leave from that place. 1If people do not
welcome you, as you leave that town, shake even the dust off
vour feet, as a protest against them.”

Then they set out and went from village to village, telling the
Good News and curing people everywhere.

i 1 a‘yw Sy e, : e A' A 3 vy ¥ REYL . -
Horod Prince Herod heard of all that was happen-

and ing, and was perplexed, because it was said by

the Baptist. some that John must be risen from the dead.
Some again said that Elijah had appeared, and others that
one of the old Prophets had risen again.  But Herod himself
said :
““John 1 beheaded ; but who is this of whom [ hear such
things?”
And he endeavoured to se¢ him.
The When the Apostles returned, they related
Return of the 10 Jesus all that they had done. Then
Apostles.  Jesus retired privately to a town called Bethsaida,
taking the Apostles with him. But the people recognized him
and followed him in crowds ; and Jesus welcomed them and
spoke to them about the Kingdom of God, while he cured
those who were i need of help. The day was draw-
ing to a close, when the Twelve came up to him,
Jesus feeds S
five thousand and ?‘nd :
by the Lake  ‘‘ Send the crowd away, so that they may make
of Galitee. their way to the villages and farms round about,

and find themselves lodgings and provisions, for we are in a

lonely spot here.” ‘

But Jesus said : ‘It is for you to give them something to
f‘fﬂtw” S

“We have not more than five loaves and two fishes,” they
answered ; "‘unless indeed we are to go and buy food for all
these people.™
(For the men among them were about five thousand.)

“Get them seated in companies,” was his reply, ‘““about
fifty in each.” .
This they did, and got all the people seated. Taking
the five foaves and the two fishes, Jesus looked up to
Heaven and said the blessing over them. Then he broke
them in pieces, and gave them to his disciples to set
before the people. IEvery one had sufficient to eat, and
what was left of the broken picces was picked up-—twelve
baskets. "
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Patare \fterward%, when Je«:us was alone, praying, 18
Confession lliS dnsupiu 301236{3 i‘um, and he asked them this
- ot question—

The Christ “Who do the pwsple say that } ca_m ’? n

‘“ John the Baptist,” was their answer ; * others, Imwever, 19
say that you are Elijah, Whlk: others say that one of the old .
Prophets has risen again.” e

““ But you,” he went on, ‘‘who do you say that I am: ’ e
And to this Peter answered : L

* The Christ of God.”

Jesus, however, strictly charged themm not to say this to any 21
sesus  One; he fold them that the Son of Man must 22

foreteils his undeu;‘o much suffering, and be rejected by the

Death.  (Councillors, and Chief Pne@tfs, and Teachers

of the Law, and be put to death, and rise on the third

A can  day. And to all present he said : 23
to renounce “If any man wishes to walk in my steps, let
Belf.

him renounce self, and take up his cross daily, and

follow me. TFor whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 24
and whoever, for my sake, loses his life—that man shall save

it. - What good does it do a man if, when he has gained the
whole wmrld he has lost or forfeited himself?  Whoever is

b b

ashamed of me and of my teaching, the Son of Man will be
ashamed of him, when he comes in his Glory and the Glory of
the Father and of the holy angels. Indeed, I tell you, 27
some who are standing before me will not know de"n_th, td
they have seen the Kingdom of God.”

S About eight days after speaking these Wards 28
Transfigura. Jesus went up the mountain to pray, taking w;th .
tion. him Peter, John, and James. As he was pray- 29

ing, the aspect of his face was changed, and his clothing
became of a a{*httermg whiteness. And all at once two men 30
were talking with Jesus; they were Moses and Elijah, who 31
appeared in a glorified state, and spoke of his departure,
which was destined to take place at Jerusalem. Peter and his 32
companions had been overpowered by sleep but, suddenly
becoming wide awake, they saw Jesus glorified and the two
men who were standmg beside him. Aund, as Moses and 33
Elijah were passing away from Jesus, Peter exddimed o

““ Sir, it is good to be here ; let us make three tents, one for
vou, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
He did not know what he was saying ; and, whlie he was 34
speaking, a cloud came down and mveloped them ; ; and they
were afraid, as they passed into tlm cloud ‘and from the cloud
came a voice which said—~ -

2 Hos. 6, 2. 3 Ps. 2.7 Isa. qa 15 Enoch go. 5.
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hear.”

And, as the voice ceased, Jesus was found alone. The
Apostles kept silence, and told no one about any of the things
that they had seen.

Cure of

Boy. just then a man in the crowd shouted out :

““ Teacher, I entreat you to look at my son, for he is my only
child ; all at once a spirit will seize him, suddenl}, shriek out,
and throw him into convulsions till he foams, and will leave
him only when he is utterly exhausted. 1 entreated your
dh(lpkb to drive the spirit out, but they could not.”

O faithless and perverse generation!” Jesus exc laimed ;

“how long must [ be with you and have patience with vou: 3
Lead your son here.”
While the boy was coming up to Jesus, the demon dashed him
down and thmv him into convulsions. But Jesus rebuked
the foul spirit, and cured the boy, and gave him buack to
his father. And all present were struck with awe at the
majesty of God.

Jesus In the midst of the general astonishment at all
a second time that Jesus was doing, he said to his disciples :
hf.o"eg:::;‘ ¢ Listen camiu‘ilv to my words., For the Son
il : of \ldﬂ is destined to be betrayed into the hands

of his fellow men.”
But the disciples did not understand the meaning oi this ;
it had been concealed from them so that they did not
see it, and they were afraid 1o question him as to what he

meant.

on A discussion arose among the disciples as

Humitity.  to which of them was the greatest; and Jesus,
knowing of the discussion that was occ,upymg thexr thoughts,
took hold of a little child, and placed it bvsxdc him, and then
said to them :

““Any one who, for the sake of my Name, welcomes even
this i:tth, child 1s welcoming me ; and any one who welcomes
me is welcoming him who sent me as his Messc*m;*cr, For
whoever is lowliest among you all—that man is great.”

on Thereupon John said :

Toleration. ““Sir, we saw a man driving out demons by
using your name, and we trzed to prevent hsm, because he
does not follow you with us.’

“None of you must prevent him,” jt,:ai.ib said to john,
* he who is not against you is for you.”

4l Deut, 12, 5

“This is my Son, the Chosen One; him you must

The next day, when they had come down from
an epileptic the mountain, a great crowd met Jesus. And
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IV --~THE JOUR\B.Y TO JLRUs, ALEM.

As the days before his being taken up to Iledxen were 31
growing few, Jesus set his face resolutely in the dlrcctxon of
Jerusalem; and he senton messengers in advance. - On 352
their way, they went into a Samaritan village to make prupam«__”}}
tions for him, but the people: there did not welcome him, 33
because his face was set in the direction of Jerusalem. W henw;;, 54
James and John saw this, they said : ‘ -

¢ Master, do you wish us to calt for fire to come down from_:- o
the heavens and consume them ? 7
But Jesus turned and rebuked them. And they made their 355, 56
way to another village. '

TYests of And, while they were on their way, a man said
Sincerity.. QO thug, . o
I will follow you wherever you go.” .
“ Foxes have holes,” he replied, *“and wild birds their roost-

ing-places, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay hxs head.”

To another man Jesus said : ¢ Follow mé. ; 59
“ Let me first go and bury my father,” said the man, o
But Jesus said : 6o

““ Leave the dead to bury their dead ; but go yoursclf ‘md'_
carry far *md wide the news of the Ixmfrdmn of God.”
“Master,” said another, ** I will foliow;eu but first Itt me 61
say gomhb}e to my family.” : L
But Jesus dnswered ' .
““ No one who looks back, after putting hIS haud to the
plough, is ﬁtted for the Ixms:;dam of God.”

The Mission  AMter this, the Master appomted seventv-twa 110
of the  Other disciples, and sent them on as his
Seventy.  Messengers, two and two, in adxance, to every

town and place that he was himself intending to visit. :

“The harvest,” he said, *‘is abundant, but the labourers are 2
few. Therefore pray to the Owner of the harvest to send
labourers to gather in his harvest. Now, go. Remember, 1 3
am sending you out as my \Imsmg&rq like lambs among
wolves. Do not take a purse with you, or a bag, or sandal
and do not stop to greet any one on your journey. What
house you go to stay at, begm by praying for a blessing
on it. ~Then, if any one there is deserving of a blessing, 6
your blessing will rest upon him; but if xmt, it will come

ack upon yourselves. Remain at that same house, and 7

eat and drink whatever they offer you ; for the worker is worth

his wages. Do not keep Lhangmg from one house to another.

Whatever town you visit, if the people welcome you, eat

what 1s set hefom you; cure the sick there, and tei“' peopie

B 2 ngs 1. 10,

{%0"' %
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* The Kingdom of God is close at hand.”  But, whatever town
you go to visit, if the people do not w elcome you, go out
into its streets and say * We wipe off the very dust of your
town which has clung to our feet; still, be assured that the
Kingdom of God is close at hand.’ T tell you that the
doom of Sodom will be more bearable on *That Day’ than
the doom of that town. - Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas
The Doom of 10F You, Bethsaida! For, if th(, miracles which
the Towns of have been done in you had been done in Tyre

Galitee.  and Sidon, they would have sat in sackcloth
and ashes and repented long ago. Yet the doom of Tyre
and Sidon will be more bearable at the Judgement than

VOUrs. ‘md vou, Capernaum! Will you ‘exalt your-
self to Heaven’ ‘You shall go down to the Place of
Death.’ HQ who listens to you is listening to me,

and he who rejects you is rejecting me ; while he who rejects
me is rejecting him who sent me as his Messenger.”
When the sevently-two returned, they exclatimed
”;;’i‘?s’i‘f;‘em:f‘ jovtully = * Master, even the dcmans submit to
Cus when we use your name.”  And Jesus replied :
“ [ have had visions of Satan, fallen, like hghtmng from the
heavens.  Remember, 1 have glx en vou the power to ‘ trample
upon serpents and scorpions,” and to meet all the strength of
the Enemy. Nothing shall ever harm vou in any way. Yet
do not rejoice in the fact that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names have been enrolled in Heaven.
The Child-like it that same time, moved to exultation by the
Mind. Holy Spirit, Jesus said ;
¢ 1 thank thee, Father, Lord of Heaven and
earth, that, though ﬂwu hast hidden these
11‘11;}«*‘:; from the wise and le: wrned, thou hast
revealed them to the childlike! Yo es, Father,
I thank thee that this has seemed good to
thee
Everything has been committed to me by my Father; nor
does any one know who the Son is, except the Father, or
who the Father is, except the Sou and those to whom the
Son may choose to reveal him.”
fhu) turning to his disciples, Jesus said to them alone
erw%xﬁd are the eyes that see what you are seeing ; for, 1 tell
you, many Prophets and Kings wished for the %‘15111" of the
things which you are secing, yet never saw them, and to hear
the things which vou are hearing, yet never heard them.”

Just then a Student of the Law came forwared
fhe Great
Command. (0 lest Jesus further. |
ment. “*Teacher,” he said, “what must L do it 1 am
to “gain Immortal Life’ ?
2 Tsa. 2000, Blsaaq, 13,130 ¥ Psooro 130 2 Enoch g0, 0.
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“What is said in the Law ?” answered Jesus. ** What do
vou read there ?”
His reply was

¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy (md with ali thy heart, and.
with all thy soul, and with all thx strength, and with all thy
mind ; and thy neighbour as thou dost thyself.’”

“ You have answered right,” said Jesus; * do that, and you
shall live.”
But the man, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus: ** And
who is my ﬂmo'hbom‘ 27 To which Jesus replied :

leaving him half dead. As it chanced, a priest was going down

by the 1 road.  He saw the man, but paswd by on the opposite
side. A Lmtie too, did the same; he came up to the spot,
but, when he saw the man, pdssed by on the opposite side.

But « Samaritan, travelling that w: 1y, came upon the man, and,
when he saw hm] he was moved with cwmpaxsxon, He went
to him and bound azp his wounds, dressing them with oil and

wine, and then put him on his own mule, nd brought him to
an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out

four xh:llmgs and gave them to the inn-keeper.  ‘ Take

care of him,’ he &did ‘and whatever more you may spend
Ewill myself repay u:m on my \\a\ back.” Now which,

27

249

9

The Good A man was once g’oms{ down from Jerusalem e
Samaritan. {0 Jericho when he fell into the hands of robbers,

who stripped him of every thing, and beat him, and went away

Jdo vou think, of these three men,” asked Jesus, ‘‘proved

himself a neighbour to the man who fell into the mbbcm

11 uu}s P

““The one that took pity on him,” was the answer; on whicix

Jesus said
“Go and do the same yqurw]il"

The As they Lontmue& their journey, Je%us came

Sisters of 10 a uilage, where a woman named Martha

Bethany.  elcomed him to her house. She had a sister
called Mary, who seated herself at the Master’s feet, and
listened to his {eaching ; but Martha was distracted by the
many preparations that she was making.  So she went up to
Jesus and said :

*“ Master, do yvou approve of my sister’s leaving me to make
preparations alone ? Tell her to help me.”

“‘Martha, Martha,” replied the Master, *‘ you are anxious and
trouble yourself about many things; but only a few are

necessary, or rather one. Mary has dxmen the qoud ;'mt
and it shall not be taken away from her.”

% Deut, 6. 53 Levo1g. 18, S Lev, 18, 5
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The ‘Lorars  One day Jesus was at a certain place praying,
Prayer> and, when he had finished, one of his disciples
said to him :
** Master, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
““When you pray,” Jesus answered, ‘‘ say—
“ Father, May thy name be held holy, thy
Kingdom come.  Give us ead‘; day the bre: 1d
that we shall need ; And forgive us our sins,
for weourselves forgive every one who wrongs
us ; And take us not into temptation.’”
Persistence }]{esus ztl§§ sz‘zid.‘tq them : ’ L
in Suppose that one of you who has a friend
Prayer. were to go to him in the middle of the night and
say ‘ Friend, lend me three Iomx,b, for a friend of mine has
arrived at my house after a journey, and 1 have nothing to
offer him”; and suppose that the other should answer from
mside * Do tmt tmubk me ; the door is already f: wstened, and my
children and 1 are in bed I cannot get up and give vou
anything’ ;5 1 tell you that, even though he will not get up and
wive him anything because he is a friend, vet because of
his persistence he will rouse himself and give him what he
wants. And so 1 say to you—Ask, and your prayer
Encourage- shall be z:;mntcd search, and yvou shall find ;
ment knock, and the door shall be opened to you.
to Prayer. Tor he that asks receives, he that searches

finds, and to him that knocks the door shall be opened, W hat,
father among you, if his son asks him for a nsh, will give
him a snake instead, or, if he asks for an egg, will give him

a scorpion? If you, then, naturally wicked though you
sire, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the Father in Heaven give the Holy Spirit to those
that ask him !”

Cure of o Ounce Jesus was drivi mx: out a dumb demon,
dumb Man. and, when the demc}n had gone out, the dumb
man spoke. - The people were amazed at this ; butsome

of them said : ** He drives out demom b\, the help of Badl-‘mbub
Jesus accused the chief of the demons” 3 while others, to test
of Acting i, asked him for some sign from the heavens.
ky the Help  Jegsus himself, however, was aware of what they
of Satan. were tlmﬂung‘, and said to them :
“Any kingdom wholly divided against itsclf becomes a

desolation ; and a divided house falls.  So, too, if Satan is
wholly divided against himself, how can his kingdom last?
Yet you say that L drive out demons by the help of Baal-

zebub.  But, if it is by Baal-zebub’s help that 1 drive out
demons, by whose help is it that your own sons drive them
out? Therefore they shall themselves be your judges.  But, if
1t is by the hand of God that 1 drive out demons, then the
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Kingdom of God must a]re 1dv bc upon you. - W he stmng:; 21
man is keeping guard, fully armed, over his own mam on, his

property is in safety ; but, when one still stronger has attacked o
and overpowered Ium he takes aw: 1y all the weapons on Whlch .
the other had relied, and divides his spoil. He who is not 23

with me is against me, and he who does not help me to
Danger of Sather is scattering. No sooner does a 24
imperfect toul spirit leave a man, than it passes through
Reformation. places thre there is no water, in search of rest;
and imdmg none, it says ‘1 will go back to the home which i g
left’; but, on coming there, it finds it unoccupied, swept, 23
and pui in order. Then it goes and brings with it seven 26
other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in, and
make theie home there ; zmd the last state of that man proves
to be worse than the first.’
As Jesus was saving this, aw oman m the crmxd raising her
voice, exclaimed :
¢ xitapf»\ was the mother w lm bore you and nurscd vou ! L
But Jesus replied ¢ an
o Ra‘ihor, happy are those w ho llbf_Cll to God’s \(mmgc md: vv
keep it.’

Warning As the crowds increased, Jesus began to 20
against bﬂﬁ‘éli : S
seeking Signs. ¢ Thijg qmmmtmn 1s a wicked generation. It
is asking a mgn but o sign shall be given it uxcept the sign
of Jonah. For, as Icmah became a sign to the people m-’i*g‘w« v
Ninevch, so shall the Son of Man be to this generation. At 31
the ] dewemcnt the Queen of the South will rise up with the
men of tim generation, and will condemn them, because she
came from the very ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom
of Solomon ; and here is more than a Solomon ! At the Judge-
ment the men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation,
andwill condemn it, because they 'epnntpd at Jonah’ bproc‘:lfuna- :
tion ; and here is more than a Jonah ! No one sets 33
Lesson  light to a lamp, and then puts it in the cellar or
from a Lamp. under the corn-measure, but he puts it on the
lamp-stand, so that any one who comes in may sce the
Light ana  light. The lamp of the body is your eve. 34
Darkness.  When your eye is unclouded, your whole body,
also, is lit up; but, as soon as your eye is dlSCd‘i&d your body,
also, is darkened. Take care, theretore, that the inner Light 35
is not darkness. If, then, your whole ‘nadv is litup, and no 30
corner of it darkemd the whole will be ]1t up, just as when a

19

lamp gives you hght bv its. brxlhame.

Senig CAs jesus ﬁmshedspeakmg, a Pharisee asked,, a5
denounces himi to breakfast with him, and Jesus wentinand
the Pharisees. {ook his place at table. The Phar}see notlced toi a8
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his astonmishment, that Jesus omitted the ceremonial washing
hefore breakfast.  But the Master said to him :

“You Pharisees do, it is true, clean the outside of the cup
and of the plate, but inside vou vourselves are filled with
areed and wickedness. - Fools ! 1 did not the maker of the out-
<ide male the inside too? Only give away what is in them in

charity, and at once you have the whole ¢ }um But alas for
3

vou Pharisees ! You pay tithes on mint, rue, and herbs of all
kinds, and pass over justice and love to God. These last you
ought to have put into practice without neglecting the first.
Alas for you Pharisees ! You delight to hm,a the front se: 1t in
the Synagogues, and to be greeted in the markets with respect.
Alas for vou! You are like unsuspected graves, over which
men walk unawares.”

Here one of the Smdunt& of the Law interrupted himi by saying :
“Teacher, when vou say this, you are insulting us also.”
But Jesus went on : :

“Alas for vou, too, vou Students of the Law ! You lead
men with loads that aré too he avy to carry, but do not, your-
selves, touch them with one of vour fingers. Alas for you !
You build the monuments of the Pri ophets whom your
ancestors killed.  You are actually witnesses to your ancestors’
acts and show your approval of them, because, while they
killed the i’mphu& vou build tombs for them. That is why
ihe Wisdom of God said—¢ I will send to them Pr ophiets and
Apostles, some of whom they will pe:'%euute and kill, in order
that the blood’ of all the pmphcta that has been spilt’ since
the creation of the world may be exacted from this gencration—
irom the blood of Abel down to the blood of Zechariah, who
was shain between the altar and the House of God.” Yes, | tell
vou, it will be exacted from this generation.  Alas for vou
Students of the Law ! You have (aken away the key of the
door of Knowledge. You have not gone in yourselves and you
have hindered those who try to go in.”

A Plot When Jesus left the house, the Teachers of the

against Jesus. Law and the Pharisees began to press him hard
and question him closely upon many subjects, laying traps for
him, so as to seize upon anything that he might say,

Warnings Meanwhile the people had gathered in thou-

g sands, so that they trod upon one another, when

Encourage- ]&%ua, addressing himself to his d;suplew, egan
ments. by saying to them :

‘“Be on your guard against the leavenmtha{ is, the hypo-
crisy—of the I’hdrmees. There is nothing, however
covered up, which will not be uncovered, nor ‘mvthmg kept
secret which will not become known. Hence all that you have
said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have

51 Enoch 9. 1.
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spoken in the ear, within closed doors, will be prouimmod

upon the housetops. o To you who are my friends 1 g
say, Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, but after that
can do no more. [ will show you of whom vou should be
afraid.  Be afraid of him who, after killing V()u, has the power
to thing vou into the Pit.  Yes, 1 say, be afraid of him. Are 6
aot five sparrows sold for a penny ? Yet not one of them has

escaped God’s notice.  No, the very hairs of vour head are all |
nuimbered. Do not be afm:d vou are of more value than many
SPIITOWS, Every one, | tell you, who shall acknow-
ledge me before his fellow men, the Son of Man, also, will
acknowledge before God’s angels; but he, who disowns me ¢
before his fellow men, will be 'lltog;cther disowned before God’s

T

angels. Evcr\’ one who shall say anything against the 10
Son of Man will be for riven, but for him who slanders the Holy
‘spn";i there will be no fou:weness. Whenever they 11

take you before the Synagogue Courts or the magistrates or
other authorities, do not be anxious as to how you vnll du‘cnd
vourselves, or what your defence will be, or what you will say

for the Holy ‘3pm{ will show you at thu moment what 3ou 1z
ought to say.’

PRl “ Teacher,” a man in the crowd said to Jesus,
of ““ tell my brother to share the property with me.”
Covetousness. Byt Jesus said to him ; 1y
““ Man, who made me a judge or an “arbiter between

vou?” : -

And then he added : ' 1

“Take care to Ixﬁ:‘(}}“’ vourselves free from every fcmn ot
covetousness ; for even in the height of his prospentv a man s; o
true Life does not depend on what he has.” A
Then Jesus told them this parable— ‘ 16

“* There was once a rich man whose land was ver} fertile;
and he began to ask himself ¢ What shall 1 do, for I have 17
nowhere to store my crops? This is what | will do,’ he said; 1%
1 will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and store
all my grain and my gomh in them ; and 1 will say to myself, 14
Now you have plenty of good things _put by for many years ;
take your ease, eat, drink, and enjoy vc:urseli > But God zo
said fo the man ¢ Fool! This very night your life is being
demanded ; and as for all that you have prepared—who will
have it?’

So it is with those who lay by wealth for themsclves :md are 2r
not rich to the glory of God.”

The Cares z\nd Jesug said to his dxquples

ofkife.  ‘“That is why 1 sa} to you, Do not be anxious
about the life here—what you can get to eat; nor yet about
your body—what you can get to wear. For life is more than
food, and the body than its clothes. Think of the ravens—
they nmther SOW nor reap ; ﬁlmy have nezther smmhgua@nm
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buarn 3 and yet God feeds them ! And how much more precious
are you than birds ! But which of you, by being anxious,
can prolong his life a moment? And, if you cannot do even
the smallest thing, why be anxious about other things ? Think
of the lilies, and Thow they grow. They neither toil nor spin;
vet, Ltell vou, even Solomon in all his splendour was not robed
like one of these. If, even in the field, God so clothes the grass
which is living toadav and to-morrow will be thrown into the
oven, how much more will he clothe you, O men of little faith !
And you—do not be always seeking what you can get to eat
or what you can get to drmk; and donot waver. T hose are the
things for which all the nations of the world are seeking, and
vour Pdihcr knows that you need them. No, seek his Kingdom,
and these things shall be added for you.  So do not be dfm:d
my little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you
ihe Kingdom. Sell what belongs to you, and give in
The true Charity. Make yourselves purses that will not
Treasure. wear out—an mexhaustible treasure in Heaven,
where no thiePcomes near, or moth works ruin.  For where your
treasure is, there also will vour heart be. Make vour-
selves ready, with your lamps alight ; and be like
menwho are waiting for their Master’s return from
his wedding, so that, when he comes and knocks, they may
open the door for him at once.  Happy are those servants whom,
on his return, the Master will find watching. I tell yvou that
he will make himself ready, and bid them tuke their phu es at
table, and will come and wait upcm them. Whether it is late
at night, or in the early morning that he comes, if he finds
all as it should be, then happy are they. This you do know,
that, had the owner of the house known at what time the
(hief was coming, he would have been on the watch, and would
ot have let his house be broken into. Do you also prepare,
for when you are least expecting him the gcm of Man will
come.”
Sivable of the - \I mter,” said Peter, ‘‘are you tcllmw i}‘ns
good and bad parable with reference to us or to every one: 77
Servants. ¢ Who, then,” replied the Master, ‘‘is that
trustworthy steward, the careful man, who will be placed

Watchfuilness.

by his master over his establishment, to give them their rations

at the proper time? Happy will that servant be whom his
master, when he comes home, shall find dom,t_v; this. His
master, T tell you, will put him in charge of the whole of
hiis property. But should tlmt servant say to himself ‘ My
master is a long time coming,’ and begin to beat the men-
servants and the maidservants, and to eat and drink and get
drunk, that servant’s master will come on a day when
he does net expect him, and at an hour of which he is un-
aware, and will flog him severely and assign him his place
among the untrmtwurth} The servant who knows his
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master’s wishes dild ;,a does not prepare dﬂd act accordingl
will rec cive many lashes; while one who does not know h
master’s wishes, but acts so as to deserve a flogging, wil

receive but few. From every one to whom much has been

given much will be expected, and from the man to whom much

has been entrusted the more will be demanded. Icame
The Cost L0 Cast fire upon the earth ; and what more can
of Ghrist's 1 W zsh, if it is already kindled? There 1s a
Service.  baptism that I must undergo, and how great is
my distress until it is over ! Do you ﬂnnk that I am Imrc, to
give peace on carth? No, 1 tell you, but to cause division.
For from this time, if there are five people in a house, they
will be divided, three against two, and two against three.

¢ Father will be opposed to son and son to father, mother to
daughter and daugbter to mother, mother-in-law to her
muwhte; in-law dmi dmwhter-muiaw to her mother-an-law.”

the Times. i \\ hxm you see a doud nsnm; in the west, you

say at once * There is a storm coming,’ and come it does. And

when vou see that the wind is in the south, you say ‘ It will be
burning hot,”and so it proves. Hypocrites! You know how to 3
judge of the earth and the sky; how is it, then, that you cannot

jmls_,v of this time? w hy do not you y(mrz,ehes decxdn?";‘, .

he whatis right 2 When, for instance, you are going
settiement With vour opponent before a magistrate, on your

of Disputes. iy (o the court do your best to be quit of him;
for fear that he should drag you before the judge, when the
judge will hand you over o the bailiff of the court, and the

bailiff throw you into prison.  You will not, I tell you, come
out until you have paid ihc very last far thxm:.

Fha Just at that time some people had come to tell
Meaning of Jusus about the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate
Calamities. had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices.
“Do you suppose,” replied Jesus, *'that, because thesc
Galilaeans have suffered in this way, they were worse sinners
than any other Galilaeans? No, I tell you ; but, unless you

repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen
men at Siloam on whom the tower fell, killing them all, do

vou suppose that they were worse c;ifcudws than any other
uthabitants of Jf;*rtyls.uk,m9 No, I tell you; but, unlesx you
repent, you will all perish in the same manner.”

And Jesus told them this parable—-

e “A man, who had a fig tree growing in his

parren  vineyard, came to look Tfor fruit on it, but
Fig Tree.  could not find any. So he said to his gardencr_:_’

* Three years nmv I hmc come to Iomk for fm:t on tl‘

,,,,, o -’: ah‘%\fzh’g!}
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without finding any ! Cut it down. Why should it rob the

z:swi% 27

* Leave it this one year more, Sir,’ the man answered, ‘tll

I have dag‘ round it and manured it.  Then, if it hoats m
tuture, well and good 5 but if not, Yyoucan }mxc it cut down.’”

A Wornan Jesus was teaching on a Sabbath in one Of
nealed on the [l1¢ Synagogues, and hc saw before him a woman

sabbath.  who for eighteen years had suffered from wealk-
ness, owing to her having an evil spmt in her. She was
hbent dmii}k, and was wholly unable to raise herself.  When
Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said :

Y Woman, vou are released from your weakness.”

He placed his liands on ?‘m* and she was instantly made

straight, and began to praise God. But the President of the
Synagogue, mdxz:mmt that Jesus had worked the cure on the
Sabbath, inter posed and said to the people :

“There are six days on which work ought to be done ; come
to be cured on one of those, and not on the Sabbath.”

““You hypocrites 7 the Master answered lzxm. “ Does not
every one of vou let his ox or his ass loose from its manger,
and take it out to drink, on the Subbath? But this woman, a
tiduz,hic of Abraham, who has been kept in bondage by Satan
tor now eighteen vears, ought not « she 'to hm.e bcml released
trom her bondage on the Sabbath?’
As he said this, his opponents all felt ashamed ; but all the
people rejoiced to see all the wonderful things that he was
doing.

So Jesus said :
Parable “What is the Kingdom of God like? and to
of the ~what can [ liken it? 1t is like a mustard-seed
Mustard Seed. which a man took and put in his garden. - The
sced grew ¢ md became o tree, and ‘ the wild birds roosted in
its branches,
And again Jesus said -
Parabio “Fo what can [ liken the Ixmgdom of f(xod"3
of the It 15 like some veast which a woman took and
teaven.  covered in three pecks of flour, until the whole
had risen.”

The narrow  Jesus went through towns and villages, teach-
poor.  ing as he went, and making his way towards

Jerusalem,

““Master,” some one asked, are there ixui few in the path
of Salvation?”
And Jesus answered @ '

¢ Strive to go in by the small door. Many, I tell you, will
sgek to go in, but ih{,\ will not be able when once the
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master of the house has got up and shut the d@or, W I"nle: yoﬁ

begin to say, as you stand outside and knock, ‘ Sir, open the

Joor for us.”  His answer will be—*1 do not know where you
come from.” Then you will begin to say ‘ We have eaten and
drunk in your presence, and vou have taught in our streets,’
and his reply will be—*1 do not know where you come from.
Leave my presence, all ¥ ou w ho are living in wickedness.’
There, there will be weeping and Qrmdmg of teeth, when you
wee Abr 1§1 un, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the I’mphcts, in the
Kingdom of (zml while vou yourselves are being driven out-
side. People will come from East and W est, and from North
and South, and take their places at the banquet in the

%é%zmaﬁgsm of God. There are some who are last now who

SR1t izm be first, and some who are first now who will then
e lastp ! . .
) % a ¥ R A 3 &S "" ETe
A Meesizd }(s}.]xt then some Pharisces came up to Jesus and
o =l

Hevcd Antipas.  ““ (Go away and leave this place, for Herod

wants to kill vou.”
But Jesus answered :

*Go and say to that fox * Look yvou, L am driving out demons
and shall be completing cures io—dm and to-morr ow, aind on
the third day I shall have done.”  But to-dav and to-morrow
and the day after I must go on my way, because it cannot be
that o I‘mphtt C-,houi.j meet his end outside Jerusalen.
Jerusalem ! Jerusalem ! she who slayvs the Prophets and stones
Sesus faments LIC TTICSSCIIgRTS sent Lo her—Oh, how often have |

the Fate Wwished to gather vour children round me, as a
of Jerusatem. ey takes her brood under her wings, and you
would not come ! Verily vour House is left to vou desolate !
qod never, 1 tell you, shall you see me, until you say—

¢ Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” ?

eure Gt On one ()t,ifi‘-slt}ﬂ, as Jesus was wmng‘, on a
aropsicat  Sabbath, into the house of one of the leading
Man. Pharisees to dine, they were watching him closely.

There he saw before him a man who was suffe ring from
,.Vli’!?S:V
“Is it allowable,” said Jesus, addressing the Students of the

i,ﬂ(m dmi tiza, Pharisces, “to work a cure on i}m Sabbath, or
5 it imi :

ﬁiwx remained silent.  Jesus took hold of tha, man and

cured I;Em, and sent him away.  And he said to them :

“ Which of vou, finding that his son or his ox has fallen mta_"
4 well, will not n"imwdmteh’ puii I‘nm out on the ‘mh mth”_

Day? £
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Aad they could not make any answer to that
Lessons on | Observing that the guests were LhOO\lHW the
Humility and best places for themselves, Jesus told them this
Hospitality. pxr&bk}

““When vou are invited by any one to a wedding banquet, do
not seat vourself in the best gﬂ&w for fear that some one of
higher rank should have been invited by y our host ; and he who
inv zted vou both will come and say to you ‘ Make room for this
man, > and then you will hegin in'confusion to take the lowest

slace.  No, when you are invited, go and take the lowest

g%zu: S0 *hat when he who has mnud you comes, he may
say to vou ‘ Friend, come higher up’; and then you will be
honoured in the eyes of all your fellow-guests.  For every one
who exalts himsel will be humbled, and he who humbles
imself will be exalted.”

Then Jesus went on to say to the man who had invited
i :

““When vou give a breakfast or a dinner, do not ask your
friends, or your brother s, or your relations, or rich neighbours,
for fear that they should invite you in return, and so you should

be repaid.  No, when vou éatertain, invite the poor, the

“‘1;};‘)&& the ilﬂk, the blind; and then you will be happy
ndecd, since they cannot rec mnpuw you ; ior you shall Im,,
zummpmiwd at the resurrection of the good.”

Parabie of N of the guests he ard what he said and ex-
the great Claimed ;
Binner. ““ Happy will he be w Im shall eat bread in the

xms_{dom of God!”
but Jesus said to him : ‘

“ A nun was once giving o great dinner. . He invited nmn}
people, and sent his servant, v tnefor the dinner, to

say to {hme who had been mmzu} Come, for everything is now
zc.idx They all with one accord began to ask to be L\QU\L(}
The first man said to the servant * 1 hm bought a tield and
am obliged to go and look at it. 1 must ask you to consider
me excused.”  The next said ‘I have bought five pairs of
bullocks, and I am on my way to (lry tlkl“ﬂ. 1 mu»t ask
vou to consider me e xceused': while the next said ‘1 am just
married, and for that reason I am unable to come.” On
his return the servant told his master all these answers.

Then in anger the owner of the house said to his servant

“Go oout at once info the streets and allevs of the town, md
hring in here the poor, and the (r1ppled, and the blind, *«md
fame.”  Presently the servant said - ¢ Sir, your order has been
aﬂttged xmi, and still there is nmm.

“(:o oout,’ the master said, ‘into the roads and hu}gm OWS,

;J nake people come in, so that my house may be filled ;

or Iiell vou all that not one of those nen w ho were mwie&

vill taste my dinner.””
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i Om, day, m;m great crm«db of fvmp}e were
of  walking with }a,sus he turned and said to them:
Self-denial.  ‘ [f any man comes to me and does not hate his 26
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and br othu‘a, md?* .
sisters, yes and his very life, he can be no disciple of mine.
Whoever does not carry his own cross, and wallk in my 27
qvpa can be no disciple of mine. Why, which of you, 28
when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and
reckon the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it ?—for
fear that, 1f he has laid the foundation and is not able to finish
it, every one who sees it should begin to laugh at him, and say
*Here 1s aoman who began to build and was not able to
finish!” Or what king, when he is setting out to fight
another king, dam not first sit down and cansids}r it with ten
thousand men he is able to meet one who is coming against
1im with twenty thousand? ‘And if he cannot, thnn, whxic
ihe other is still at a distance, he sends envoys and asks for
terims of peace.  And so with every one of you swho does 33
A vear Dot bid farewell to all he has—he cannot be
Discipte of i disciple of mine. Yes, salt is road
desus.  but, if the salt itself should lose its strength, what
shall be used to season it? It is not fit either for the land urf- v
for the manure heap. Men throw it away. Let him
who has ears to hear with hear!” L

f
£4%

The tax-gatherers and the outcasts were all dmwmn’ nes 1r3
to Jesus to listen to him ; but the Pharisees and the 1 ;che 8
of the Law found fault. .

“This man always welcomes outcasts, and i(tl\m meals -
with tikm* ” they complained. So Jesus told Thun t!n«-; 3
parable L

Barable “ What man among vou who has a hundred_ ~

of the  sheep, and has lost one of them, does not leave th
 lestSheep. ninety-nine outin the opencountry, andgoafterthe
fost lcepi;ﬁ he finds 119 And, when he has found it, he puts it
on his shoulders rejoicing ; md, on reaching lmme, he calls
his friends and his nua,hbc;urs together, and says ‘Come and
rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep whzch was lost.’
So, 1 tell you, there will be more rejoicing in Heaven over 7
one outcast that repents, than over ninety-nine religious
men, who have no need to repent. -~ Or «1gmn,_what 8

Parapte Woman who has ten silver coins, if she loses

ofthe  one of them, does not light a Bamg and sweep

lost Coin.  the house, and search c:arefu]lj, until she finds it ?

And, when she has found it, she calls her friends and neigh- ¢
bours together, and says ‘Camé and rejoice with me, for I
have found the coin which [ lost.’ So, T tell you, there is = 10
rejmcmcv mn the presmw of God’s aﬂgels over one outca»i“j e
that repents.” .

oo
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Then Jesus’ umtmucd :
Poriiis “A man had two sons; and the younger of
of the them said to his father ¢ Father, give me my share
tost Son  of the inheritance.’ So the father divided the
property between them. A few days later the younger son got
1 rguher all that he had, and went awayinto a distant land; and
there he squandered his inheritance by leading a dissolute life.
After he had spent all that he had, there was a severe famine
through all that country, and he beg an to be 1n actual want.
So he went and cngzlg.,ed himself to one of the people of that
country, who sent him into his fields to tend pigs. He even
mz;ged to satisty his hunger with the be:upp(}ds on which the
pigs were feeding ; and 1o one g’ ¢ him anything. But,
when he came to himself, he said ¢ How many ot my father's
hired servants have more bread than thev can eat, while
here am 1 starving to death! I will get up and go to my
father, and say to him * Father, | sinned (zgmmi Heaven
and against vou; I am no longer fit to be called your son;
make me one of your hired servants.”’ And he got

ap and went to his father.  But, while he was still a long w ay
i, his father saw him and was deeply moved ; he ran imd;,

threw his arms round his neck and kissed him.  *Father,’

the son said, ‘I sinned against Heaven and against you L
I am no lmu‘er fit to be calied xom son ; make me one m

vour hired servants.’

But the father turned to his servants md said ‘Be quick and
fetch & robe—the very best—and put it on him; give him
a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet ; and bring the
.nzu}mj calf and kd it, and let us cat and mdkc merry ; io: here
is my son who was dead, and is alive again, was 10&1, and 1s
tound.’ So they bcgj an making merry. Meanwhile the

clder son was out in the fields ; but, on coming home, when -

hie got near the house, he heard music and danunq; m‘}d he
called one of the servants and asked what it all mu:mt
“Your brother has come back,’ the servant told him, “and
vour father has killed the fattened calf, because he has him
back safe and sound.’

This made him angry, and he would 1ot go in.  But his father
came out and hcz;},t,d him todoso.  *No,’ he said to his father,
“look at all the years 1 have been sermng, you, without ever
once disobeying you, and yet you have never given me even a
kid, so that I might have a m@3rﬂ;'-mahmgJ with my friends.
But, no sooner }msa this son of yours come, who has eaten up
vour property in the companv “of prostitutes, than you have
killed the fattened calf for hini.’

‘Child,” the father answered, ‘you are always with me,

and ever \lhmg that 1 lmve is yours. - We could but make merry
ml rejoice, for here is your brother who was dead, and is
alive 3 who was lost, and is found.””
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Beanie “]:.su\ smd to his dlwuplm od - o ie

of the There was a rich man who hdd a «tu, ard ;
dishonest and this stew: wrd was maliciously accused to hiy
T of wasting his estate.  So the mgster called him
and said ‘ What is this that 1 hear about you? Give in vour
accounts, for you cannot act as steward any hmger ' -

“What am I to do,” the steward asked himself, ‘ now that mv
master is taking the steward’s place away from me? [ have
not strength to dig, and I am ashamed to bee. I know what
Lwilldo, so that, nssoon as [ am turned out of my \/LLW'iﬁiShlp, ;
pcopk, may welcome me into their homes.” One by one he
called up his master’s debtors. ¢ How much do you owe my
master?”’ hc lsked of the first. ‘bour hundred and ‘Iorix
oations of 01 ,answered the man.  ‘ Here is vour agreement,’
he setndd %it down at once and make it two hundmd dnd
twernty. \nd you,” the steward said to hac next, *how much
do youowe ”%x enty quarters of wheat,” he replied. ‘ Here
1s your (wxu,mcm »the steward said ; nmiie it fifty-six.” His &
master a:mnphim nted this dishonest steward on the shrewdness
oi his action, And indeed men of the world are shrewder
in dealing with their fellow-men than those who have the
Light, And [ say io vou ‘ Win friends for yourselves ¢
with vour dishonest money,’ so that, when it comes toanend,
there” may be a welcomé for vou into the Eternal Home.
fie whois trustworthy in the ~.nmllest matier is trustwor ﬂu -

11 great one (11»«@; and he who is dishonest in the mnaileai«x{[j
matier is dishonest in a great one also. Qu, if you have proved 51
untrustworthy with the ‘d]\h@il(ﬁbt moeney,” who will trust you
with the true?  And, if you have proved untrustwo rthy with
True what does not be hmﬂ‘ to us, who will give you

Service.  what is really our own? - Noservant can
serve two masters, for, either he will hate one and love tl
other, or else he will attach himself (o one and despise 1}1@
other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” e

Jesus All this was said within  hearing of the 14
rebukes the hurisces, who were lovers of money, and they

Pharisees. hegan to sneer at Jesus.

“You,” said Jesus, ‘“arc the men who justify themselves 13
before the world, but God can read your hearts ; and what is
highly asteonmd among men may be an a}mmnmimn in the

sight of God, . The Law and the Prophets sufficed until 16
the time of John, Since then the Good News of the Kingdom
of God has been told, and everybody has been forcing h:s way

iw

into it, It would be easier for the he'u*em and the 17
earth to disappear than for one stroke of a letter in the Law to
be lost., _ Iwu“s one who divorces his wife and marries 12

another woman is an adulterer, and tlwz man wlm marrzes a
dn orced woman is an adulterer, S i

BEnmh m& 1 szmgh ﬁ;, 10,
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Parabie of
the rich Man purple robes and fine linen, and feasted every day

and Lazarus. 1 oreat splendour.  Near his gateway there had
been laid a beggar named Lazarus, who was covered with sores
and who longed to satisfy his hung‘u with what fell from the
rich man’s table. Even the very dmgs came and licked his
sores. After a time the beggar “died, and was taken by the
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was
buried. 1In the Place of Death he looked up in his torment,
and saw &E)Mhdln at adistance and Lazarus at his side.  So he
called out ¢ Pity me, Father Abraham, and send Lazarus to dip
the tip of his émsz‘w in water and cool my tongue, for [ &;33
suffering agony in this fame.”

“L hifid answered Abraham,  ‘remember that you in
vour lifetime received what you thought desirable, just as
Lazarus received what was not dmn*;&ale ; but now hc has his
consolation here, while you are suffering agony. Aand not
only that, but heiweeﬁ vou and us there lies o great chasm, so
that those who wish to p: 188 i;‘om here to you cannot, nor cun
they cross trom there (o us.’

¢ ihen} Father,” he said, ‘1 beg vou to send Lazarus to my
father’s house—for 1 %mw five brothers—to warn them, so that

they may not come to this place of torture also.’

‘They have the writings of Moses and the Prophets,” rephied
Abraham ; ‘ let them listen to them.’

‘ But, Father Abraham,’ he urged, “if some one from thu
dead were to go to them, iimv would repent.’

C1f they do not listen to Moses and the 1’mpiut~,} answered
K‘m“ximn*;y * they will not be persuaded, even if some one were
to rise from the dead.””

Apainet Jesus said to his d;supim :

hindering “ [t is inevitable that there should be snares ; s

Others.  vet alas for him who is answerable for them | [t
would be good for him if he had been flung into the ac:’t‘wiil
a mill-stone round his neck, rather than that he should prove a
snare to even one of these lowly ones.  Be on your guard ! If

On deating YOUU brother does wrong, reprove him ; ; but, if he

with repents, forgive him.  Even if he wrongs you

Wrong-doers. soven (imes a day, but turns to you every tume
and says ‘L am sorry,’ you must forgive him.”

The Power Give us more faith,” said the Apostles to the

of Faith. Master; but the Master said :

I your faith were only like a mustard-sced, vou u"auid say
to this mull verry tree ¢ Be up-rooted and planted in the sea,’ and
it would obey you.

Which of you, if he had a servant ploughing,
or tending the shcvp would say to him, when he
came 10 from the !wi{h, ¢ Come at once and take vour place

Duty.

There was once a rich man, who dressed in
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@" 7
at table, instes ui of s n mg ¢ Prepare my dmner, aml thu‘i nmke 3
vourselt ready and we ait on me while T am eating and drmkmg,_ o
and after that you shall eat and drink yourself ’2 Does he feel 9
arateful to his servant for doing what heistold? And so with
¥ oumwhu“} you have done all that you have been told, still
say ‘Weare “but useless serv ants ; we have done no more ﬂ“ldﬁ‘ -
we ought to bave dOl‘iL.’ 4

On the way 10 Jerusalem ]esus passed between 11

heate ten  Samaria and Galilee.. Ashewasentering 12
Lepers. g mﬂage ten lepers met him. Standing btxli,_ .
some distance off, they called out loudly : i
“ Jesus! Sir! pity us!” '
When Jesus saw them, he said : : » 1y

““ Go and show vour wives to the priests.™ - L
And, as they were on their way, they were made clean. Oneof 13
them, finding he was cured, came back, praising God loudly,

and threw himself on his face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him im 16
what he had done ; and this man was a Samm Han.

“Were not all the ten made clean?” exclaimed je%us.
“ But the nine—where are they ? Were therc none to come |
back and praise God except this foreigner ?  Get up,” he said to

him, “and go on your way. Your faith has delivered you.”

The Coming . b¢ing once asked by the Pharisces when the_““
of the Kingdom of God was to come, Jesus answered:

Kingdom. ¢ The Kingdom of God does not come in a w w
that admits of observation, nor will people say LOQL, here i
it ” or ‘There it is!’; for the Kingdom of God is within.
wn ! The day will come,” he said to his disciples, 2z

“when vou will long to see but one of the days of the Sonof .
Man, and will not see it. People will say to you ¢There he 23
157 or “Here heis!” Do not go and follow them. For, just 23
s hqhmmv will lighten and Hare from one side of the
heavens to the other, so will it be with the Son of Man. But 23
first he must undergo much suffering, and he must be
rejected by the present generation. As it was in the days 26
of Noah, so will it be again in the days of the Son of Man.
They were eating and” drinking and marryving and being 27
married, up (o the very day on which Noah ‘entered the ark,

and ihu} the flood came and destroyed them all.  So, too, in 28
the days of Lot. People were ecating, drinking, buying,
sclling, planting, building ; but, on the very day on which Lot 29
came out of Sodom, it rained fire and sulphur “from the skies
and destroyed them all. 1t will be the same on the day 30
on which the Son of Man reveals himself. On that day, ifa 31
man is on his ‘house-top and his g”od:, in the house, he must
_not go down to get them ; nor &gqm must one w ho xs on ,tl"“ L

: 14 Ley 13 49 ,?"v(‘.‘r_mv ri¥el ”*Mﬂl Gen. rg* 2:;, 36 : L
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farny turn back.  Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever 1s eager to

et the most out of his life will Tose it ; but whoever will lose it
<hall preserve it.  On that night, 1 tell you, of two men upon

the same bed, one will be taken and the other left; of two women
vrinding t(m‘cthtr one will be taken and the other left.”

" < \Where will it be, Master 27 interposed the dxsupies,

“Where there is a body,” said Jesus, ‘* “there will the
vultures fock.””

Parabie Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them
ofthe  that they fshguﬁd always pray and never despair.
corruptdudge,  “ There was,” e said, ““in a certain town a

cudge, who had no fear of God nor 1‘@?:&1‘1} for man. In the

same town there was a widow who went to him again dnd
again, and said ¢ Grant me justice against my opponent.’
For a time the judge refused, but afterwards he said to
himsel f Although L am without fear of God or regard for man,
vet, as this widow is o troublesome, T will grant her _;ust:w
1o stop her from plaguing me with her Lnd}uss visits.,'” '
T hien the Master added : ,
“ Listen to what this iniquitous judge says ! And God—will
ot he sce that his own People, who cry to im"n night and
day, have justice done them—though he holds his hand 7 He
W 131 I tell you, have justice done ihmn, and that soon! Yet,
Vhtii the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth 27

Another time, spe: lemg; to people w 1‘10 were satisfied that
they were religious, and who regarded every one else with
scorn, Jesus told this parable—

Parable “Two men went up into the iomph Courts (o

pof the  pray. One was a Pharisee and the other a tax-

and the  Zatherer.  The Pharisee stood forward and began
Tax-gatherer, praying to himself in this wayv—

‘O God, 1 thank thee that 1 am not like other men— thieves,

rogues, dduiwremwar even like this tax-gatherer. [ fast

cwice i week, and give a tenth of every thmg I get to God.’

AMeanwhile the tgixuqfitimru stood at a distance, not ventur-

ing even ‘to mw., his eyes to Heaven’; but he kept atr:hn"xg{'
his breast and saying ‘O God, have H}LIL} on me, a sinner.’
This man, T tell you, went home pardoned, rather than the
%*hm ; for every one who exalts himself will be humh led, while
every one who humbles himself shall be exalted.”

Some of the people were bringing even their
Jesus blessss
little babies to Jesus, for him to touch them ; but, when
Chitdren.  the disciples saw it, they began to find fault with
those who had brought them. J%us, howm er, called the little
children to hini.
ST Tsa. 34. 15, TEnoch ¢7.1, 2. ¥ Enoch 13, 5.
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“ Let the little childfén come to me,” he said, ‘“and d{):n(}i
hinder them ; for it is to the childlike that the Kingdom of

Crod bdongs. [ tell you, unless a man receives the Immrdﬂm :

of God like a clnld im ’mil not entel it at all.”

The Re-
sponsibilities QLW%UDHW
of Wealth. “Good Teacher, what must I do if I am to

gain Immortal Life 2”

And one of the Presidents asleed Jesus this

“Why do vou call me good 2" answered It%lj’s. “No one

13 good but God. You know the comm mdn’wnts

“Do not commit adultery, Do net kill, Do not ste z} Do not S

say what is talse about others, Honour {n father and thy
mother,” ”

“1 have observed all these,” he veplied, ** from childhood.”
Huirm;, this, Jesus said to him
‘There is one thing still lacking i vou; sell every thing

ﬂmi vou have, and distribute to lhn poor, and you shall have

2y

alth in Heaven ;s then come and follow me.

}_ m the man became greatly distressed on hearing this, for he 2
wis extremely rich. Sceing this, ]mu:, satd to his 22

disciples :
“CHow !fird it 15 for men of wer dzh Lo enter th&, ixnwdam

of God! It is easier, indeed, for a camel to get thmu'«rh a
needle’s eve than for a rich man to enter the hmgdom of

God 17
“hen who can be saved 27 asked those who heard this.
But Jesus said:
“What is impossible with men is possible with God.”
6% P t wpn ¥y 1 }i)i,tﬂa 6 e an }‘«f ,} P {,\1 o 1 i Sl d
sut we, milt eter, “twe lelt what be ongm to U‘a an
followed vou.’

el \ou, ln answered, ¢ ﬂut there is no (}zw who has left

house, orwiife, or bmthu‘s,m parents, or children, onaccountotf

the fxmwdmn of God, who will not receive m"im times as much
in the present, and in the age timt is coming Immortal Life.”

Gathering the Twelve round him, jesus said to

Jesus, eivens «
a third time, ﬂ‘tnzn : )
foretells Listen! We are goHy up to qu‘ﬁdl(‘}l} Illgi
going

his Death. there everything that is written in the Pmphéh
will be done to the Son of Man. For he will be given up
to the Gentiles, mocked, insulted and spat upon; they will
scourge him, and then put him to demh and on the thml dm
he will rise again.”
The \pmtlm did not compre chend any of this; his meaning

was unintelligible to thgm, :md the} did not understand what

he was saying.
2 Exodi zo, 12~-16, ¥ Hos, 6. 2.
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Aa ?csun was geliing ne Iu;mm, a blind man

Cure . of
a blind vas sitting | by the ‘()Ad-%ldu, beguing. Hearing
Man. a QI’(Y\V(} going by, the man asked what was the

matter ; and, when people told him that Jesus of Nazareth wias
passing, he shouted out :
“ Jesus, Sen of David, take pity on me !’
Those who were 1 front kept telling him to be quiet, but he
countinued to call out the louder :
“Son of David, take pitv on me 17
Then Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him.
And, when he had come close up to lam, Jesus asked him :
“What do you want me to do for yvou?”
“Master,” he said, “ I want to recover my sight.”
And Jesus said : “f Recover vour sight, vour fath has delivered
vou.”
Tast: mi!v he recovered his sight, and began to tollow ]e»u%
praising God. And all the Loy “ﬁa}, on seving 1t, gave
glory to God.

zacenaeus | Jesusentered Jericho and made his way through

the the town. There was a man there, known
Tax-gatherer. by the 11 tne of !, acchaeus, who was a commis-
stoner of taxes and a rich man.  He tried to see what Jesus

was like ; but, being short, im was unable 1o do so because
of the crowd. S0 he ran on ahead and ciimbed up into o
mulberry tree, to see Jesus, tor he knew that he must pass
that way.  When Jesus came (o the place, he looked up and
sawd to him:

“ Zacchaeus, be quick and come down, for 1 must stop at
vour house o-dav.”

»

So Zacchaeus got down quickly, and joyfully welcomed him,

On sceing this, every one hegan to complain :

“ He has gone to stay nn,i 1a man who is an outcast.”

Bui ',auimmza stood forward and said to the Master

©Listen, Master ! Dwill give half my property to the poor,
and, it 1 have defrauded any one of anything, 1 will gice
him back four times as much,”
“ Salvation has come to this house to-day,” answered Jesus,
for even this man is a son of Abraham.  The Son of Mag
has come to “search for those who are lost > and to save them,”

%%

Sarabie As the peopie were listening to this, Jesus went
of the  Of totell them a parable.  He did so because he
Pounds. as near Jerusalem, :‘md because they though
that the i{in rdom of God was going to be proclaimed at
once.  He said :
i

A nobleman once went to a distant country to receive his
appointment to a Kingdom and then return. He called ten
19 Ezek, 34..16.
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of his servants and gave them ten pounds each, and told
them to trade with them during his absence.  But his subjects
hated him and sent envoys 'mer him to say ‘We will not
have this man as our King.’ On his return, after
having been appmmed King, he directed that the servants to
whom he had given his money should be summoned, so that
he might learn what amount of trade they had done. The first
came up, and said * Sir, vour ten pounds have made a hundr«:d ;

“Well done, good servant ! exclaimed the master. . ‘ As you

ave proved trustworthy i in i very small matter, 1 appoint you

muwmmr over ten towns.! When the second ¢ came, he said
“Your wn pn}tmus Sir, imw produced fifty.” So 'thc, master
said to himy * And vou 1 appomt over five towns.! Another
servant also came and amd Sir, here are your ten pounds ; 1
have kept them put away in a handkerchiet.  For 1 was afraid
of vou, because vou are a stern man. You take w}mt you
have not pi.miad, and rmip what vou have not sown.” The
auster answered *Out of your own mouth 1 judge vou, vou
worthless servant. You knew that 1 am a stern man, that I
kse what 1 have not planted, and reap what 1 have not sown ?

Then why did not you put imy monevinto a bank? And I, on,

my return, could have claimed it with interest. Take away

rom him ihe ten pounds,’ he satd to those standing b\, fand
;;%‘ ¢ them to the one who has the hundred.’

“But, Sir,” they interposed, ‘he has a hundred pounds
clready

I tell vou,” he answered, * that, to him who has, more will
be wiven, but, from him who has nothing, even what he
has will be taken away. But as for myv enemies,

these men who would not have me as their King, bring them

here and put them to death inmy presence.’”

After saving  this, Jesus &wni on in front, wmnwi ﬁp 10
Jerusatem. ; :

V. o The Last Davs.

Jesus enters 11 was when Jesus had almost reached Beth-
derusatem. phage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives,
hat he sent on two of the d?sciplesy
“Go to the village facing us,” he said, ‘ and, when you get
there, vou will find a foul tethered, which no one has yet
vidden ; untie it and lead it hem. And, if anybody asks
vou W hy are you untying it?,” you are to say ‘this—* The
Master wants it 7 ‘
So the two who were sent went and found it as Jesus had
told them. While they were untying the foal, the owners

asked them—¢ Why are vou untying the foal 2”7  And the two

disciples answered—¢“ The Master wants it.”
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Then they led it back to Jesus, and threw their cloaks on the
foal and put Jesus upon it.  As he went along, the people kept
spreading  their cloaks in the road. W hen he had almost
reached the place where the road led down the Mount of
Olives, every one of the many _disciples began in their jov to
praise God Toudly for all the miracles t}mi thm had seen;

¢ Blessed is He who Comes —
Our King —in the name of the Lord !
Peace in Heaven,
And glory on high.”

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd M;d to him:

“Teacher, reprove your disciples.’
But Jesus answered :

‘1 tell you that if these men are silent, the very stones will
call out.” :

When he drew near, on sceing the city, he wept over it, and
said : ' :

“Would that you had known, while vet there was time -
cven you—the things that make for peziw’ But now they
have been hidden from your sight.  Fora time is coming upon
vou when your enemies will surround yvou with earthworks,
and encircle vou, and hem vou in on all sides; they will
trample yvou down and your children within vou, and ti}cx will
not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not

know ‘¢ the time of your visitation.””
Yabus Jesus went into the Temple Courts and began
in the 1o drive out those who were selling, saving as he

Temple.  did so:
CSeripture savs—— My House shall be a House of Praver”;
but vou have nmdo it ‘a den of robbers.”

Jesus continued to teach each day in the Temple Courts ;
but the Chief Priests and Teachers of the Law were eager 1o
take his life, and so also were the leading men.  Yet they
could not see what to do, for tiae people all hung upon his
words. e '

d ~
and the (e people in the lcmplc Courts and telling the

Chief Priests. (;ood News, the Chief Priests and the Teachers of
the Law, joined by the Councillors, confronted him, and ad-
dressing him, said ¢+

“Tell us what authority you have to do these things.

13 1

Who is it that has given you this authority ?
“1, t0o,” said Jesus in reply, “will ask you onc question.

s I,},\\y 31\ 50 M@ : /ngvb o £ 44 ii’:"« }3}" 9‘ 3 }g;’gﬂ 5{3, }'; jt.‘?“. }'x ¥ %
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Give me an answer to it Tt x~; about John's bapt:smwwm it

of divine or of human origin ?
But they I’mgdn arguing together :

“If we say dwlm,’ he will say ¢ Why did not you bchup@i-
nim?’  But, if we say ‘human,’ the people will ali stone us,

for they are persuaded that ]()hn was a Prophet.”
So they answered that they did not know its origin.

“Then 1,7 said Jesus, ‘‘refuse m tell you what authority I

have to do these things.”

Parabie

of the wicked '\ man once planted a vineyard, and then let
Tenants. it out to tenants, and went abroad for a long while.
At the proper time he sent a servant to the tenants, that they

should give him a share of the produce of the viney ard. The
tenants, however, beat him and sent hiim away emptv-hdndud

E;w owner afterwards sent another servant “but the tenants

beat and msulied this man too, and sent Dim away empty-

ﬁ,n";dm He sent a third ; but they wounded this wan also, 1
and threw him outside. . ¢ ‘s\ hat shall 1 do ?? said the owner of 1
the vinevard., 1 will send my son, who 1s very dear tome.

Perhaps they will respect him.” But, on seeing him, the tenants
consulted with one another, Hun: is the i)c;r ! > they said.

“let us kill him, and then the inheritance will become

But Jesus begin to tell the people this parable— - 9

fiey

ours.” So they threw him outside the vineyard and killed him. 1

Now what will the owner of the ineyard dotothem ? He will

come and put those tenants to death, and will let the vinevard
t0 others.”

‘¢ Heaven forbid ! thev exclaimed when thc\ heard it. But

Jesus looked at them and said;
“What then is the meaning of this p%sdge 7~

¢ The very stone which the builders desp!scd
Has now itself become the ¢ orner-stone,’

Every one who falls on that stone will be dashed to {"ﬂk(‘k"a while
any one on whom it falls—it will scatter him as dust.”

After this the Teachers of the Law and the Chief Priests were
cager to lay hands con Jesus then and there, but they were
afraid of the people ; for they saw that it was at them that he

A Question 1dd aimed this pamblu Having watched
about ther opportunity, they afterwards sent some |
Tribute,

spies, who pretended to be good men, to catch
;m%,zs in the course of conversation, and so enable them to
give him up to the Governor’s jurisdiction and authority.
These men asked Jesus a question, They said :

‘ Teacher, we know that you are right in what vou say and
teach, and that you do not take any account of a man’s’ posi-

zmn, but tsach the W ay o ;God ‘honestly ; are we xwht m

paying tribute to the Empe; cror or not ?”

9 T&aﬁ it 7 P“» xx‘%
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Seeing through their dccmtiu}ne,‘aa Jesus said to them :
“ Show me a florin.  Whose head and title are on it
“The Emperor’s,” they said ; and Jesus replied :
“Well then, pay to the Emperor w imi belongs to the
Emperor, and to God what belongs to God.’
They could not lay hold of this answer before the people
and, in their wonder at his mp}v’, they hcld ﬁmar tongues.

A Question 1 resently there came up some dedmem, w Im
about the IMaintain that there is no resurrection.  Their
Resurrection. question was this—
‘Teacher, Moses laid dotvn for us in his writings that—

‘Should a man’s married brother die, and should he be
childless, the man should take the widow s his wife, and
raise up a family for his brother.’

Wwell, there were once seven brothers s of whom the eldest,
ater taking a wife, died childless. The second and third
‘?iﬁamﬁhws both took hm‘ as their wife ; and <o, too, did all seven
—dving without children. The woman herself was the last
to die.  About the woman, then—at the resurrection, whose
wife is she to be, all seven brothers having had her as their
yite 2

“The men and women of this world,” said Jesus, “ marry
u:-”»"*:d are given in marriage ; but, for those who are thought
worthy to attain to ihm‘; other world and the resurrection

f“mm the dead, there is no marrying or being married, nor
indeed can t mvdzc wwain, for they are like angels and, havi myg

<hared i the re suzmguon, they are God’s Sonm As to ifm.

et that the dead rise, even Moses indicated that, in the

massage about the bush, when he calls the Lord—-

“The God of Abmham,(md the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.?

Now he is not God of dead men, but of Living., For in his
sigrhit all are alive.”

“ Well said, Teacher 17 exchxmed some of the Teachers of
the Law, for they did not venture to question him any
furiher,

Christ ; " .
the Son of ' ?im\ is it t%mt peoplc say that the Christ is

Bavid. {o be David's son?  For I)‘l‘dd i1 the Book of

Paalms, says himself—
“The Lord said to my lord ¢« “ Sit at my right hand,
Until I put thy enemies as a stool for thy feet.””’

iy

Drhavid, then, calls him “lord,’ so how is he David’s son 2”7
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I3 e % " o s pte (a2 '; ok - b
Warnings W hxic all the pwpk were i steningr, jebus smd
against the 0 the disciples :
"‘i’;‘*:’ﬂ of  ‘““Beon your g,ucu*d against the Teachers of the
€ =¥ Law, who delight to w alk about in long robes,

and like {o be wad in tiw streets with respect, and to have '

the best seats in the Synagogues, and places of honour at
dinner. These are the men who rob widows of their houses,
and make a pretence of saying Iuns{ prayers. Their sentence
will be all the heavier.”

The widows _ Looking up, Jesus saw the rich pwpk putting

offering.  their gifts into the chests for the Temple offer-

ings.  He saw, too, a widow in poor circumstances putting

two farthings into thent.  On this he said :

“ 1 tell you that this poor widow has put in more than all
the others’; for every one ¢lse here put in something from what
he had to spare, while s she, in her need, has put in all she
had to live upon,”

Jesus When some of them spoke about the Temple

foretells the heing decorated with beautiful stones Ai’ld offer-
Destruction

of the Tempte 185, Jesua said ;

and the End “‘h..\‘s for ihcsc ihxmw that vou arc hmkmw“*“

of the Age. ,{ o (ime is coming when not one stone will

be lett upon another here, which will not be thrown

down.”
So  the disciples questioned  Jesus : ““ But, Teacher,

when will this be? and what sign will there be when thisis

near 27

And Jesus said :

0
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“* See that you are not led ast ay ; for many will take =
my name, and come saying ‘I am H¢, and ‘The time is close

at hand.” Do not follow them. And, when you hear of wars

and disturbances, do not be terrmcd for these things must
occur first; but the end will not be at gmw"
Then he said to them ;

“fNation will rise against nation and kingdom against
kingdom,’ and there will be great ear thqu«d\ex, and phxg'w:
and famines in various plaw ~and there will be terrible
appearances and signs in the heavens. Befm& ¢ '1 this, they wili
lay bands on you and persecute you, and they will betm\, you
to Synagoguesaid put you in prison, when vou will be brought
before kings and governors fm* the sdke of my Name. Then
will be your appmiumf\ of witnessing for me. Make up your

minds, therefore, not to prepare your defence ; for I will myself
give vou words, and a wisdom which all your (‘xppmwntx
16

tnzwihu will be unable to resist or defy.  You will be betrayed

even by your parents and brothers *fmd relations f:md irznndsg v

5 Dan. 2 .28, 10 ?m.'xg, 2,
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and they will cause some of you to be put to death, and you
will be hated by every one on account of my Name. Yet
not a single hair of your heads shall be 16st! By your
endurance you shall win yourselves Life. As soon,
however, as you see Igrusfﬂem surrounded by armed camps,
then you may know that the hour of her desecration is
at e md Then those of you who are in Judaea must take

refuge in the mountains, those who are in Jerusalem must
leave at once, and those who are in the country places must

not go into it.  For these are to be the Days of \fczﬁcrmit“lcc3
when all that Scripture says will be fulfilled. Alas for the
women that are with child, and for those that are nursing
mtants in those days ! For there will be great suffering in the
land, and anger against this people. T hcv will fall hy the edge
of the qward, .&nd will be taken prisoners to every land, and
* Jerusalem will be under the heel of the Gentiles,” until their
day i1s over—as it shall be. . There will be signs, too, in the
sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dmp:m amonyg the
nations, in their dlsm&x at the rvoar of the sea and the surge.
Men’s hearts will fail them through dread of what is coming
upon the world ; for “the forces of the heavens will be con-
vulsed.” Then waH be scen the ¢ Son gf Man coming in a cloud’
with power and great glory. And, when these things
begin to occur, look upwards and lift your heads, for your
dvlwcmnw will be at hand.”
The Need Then he taught them a lesson Qzusm Lol
for Look at the iw tree and all the other trees.  As
Watchfulness. soon as they imot yvou know, as yvou look
at them, without being old that summer is near. And so

wmay you, as soon as you see these things happening,
know that the Kingdom of God is near. 1 tell you that even
the present g{mwmt:on will not pass away till all has taken
place. The heavens and the earth will pass away, but my

words will never pass away. Be on your guard lest
vour minds should ever be dulled by debauches or drunken-
ness or the anxieties of life, and lest * That Day ' should come
suddenly upon you, like a snare. For come it will upon all
who are Esvmg upon the face of the whole earth. Be on the
watch at all times, and pray that you may have strength to
escape all that is destined 1o happen, and to stand in the
presence of the Son of Man.” |

During the days, Jesus menuu} to teﬂc hin the T unpk
Courts, but he went out and spent the nights on the hill called
the * Mount of Olives.” And all the people would get up carly
in the morning and come to listen to him in the Temple
Courts.

2 Hos. 9, 7. 2 Zech. 120 3 (Septuagint). ¥ Ps. 65, 7. %0 Isa, 34. 4.
% Paniyoazs Jero 753 2. Enoch 5. 2. Sl Is‘n 24 17
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e Bl The Feast of the Unleavened Bread, known as 1

22

against  the Passover, was near. The Chief Priests 2
desus.  and the Teachers of the Law were looking for ‘
an opportunity of destroying Jesus, for they were afraid of thL
people. '
Judas agrees . NOW Satan took possession of Judas, who was 3
to betray known as Iscariot, and who belonged to the _
Jesus.  Thyelve; and he went and discussed with the Chic t 4
Priests and Officers in charge at the Temple the best way
of betraying Jesus to them. They were glad of this, and 5
agreed to pay him.  So Judas aswmed, and looked for an 6
opportunity to betray Jesus to them, in the absence of a crowd.
THe When the day of the Festival of the Unleavened 7
Passover. Dread came, on which the Passover lambs had to
he killed, Jesus sent forward Peter and John, saying to them: 8
* Go and make preparations for our eating the Passover.” .
‘Where do vou wish us to make preparations?7 they ¢
fzx}\&‘d : .
“ Listen,” he answered, * when you have got into the utx, a

man carrying a pitcher of water will meet you; follow him into

whatever house he enters; and you shall say to the owner of the

house * The Teacher says to you—Where 1s the room where |

am 1o et the Passover with my dhupies 2’ The man will
show vou a large upstairs room, set out ; there make prepara-

tions.”?

So Peter and John went on, and found everything just as Jesus

had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

When the time came, Jesus took his place at table, and the

Apostles with him,

“ 1 have most earnestly wished, » hc said, “o cat this Pass-

over with you before 1 suffer.  For 1 tell you that I shall not

eat it again, until it has bad its fulfilment in the Kingdom of

{;1)(} ”
Then, on receiving a cup, after saying the thanksgiving, he
said

“ Take this and share it among you. For I tell you that 1

shall not, after to-day, drmk of the juice of the grape, till “the

lxuwdum of God has come.”
The ‘Lora’s Lhen Jesus took some bread, and after qm’mg
supper?’ the thanksgiving, broke it and o"we to them,\nth
the words :
¢ This is my body, [Wlm h is now to be given on your behalf.
Do this in memory of me.”
\nd in the same way with the cup, after supper, saying :

““This cup is the New Covenant made by my blood Whlth is
being poured out on your behalf.] Yet see ! the hand of the
aun let is I‘retm; ing me is beside me upon the mble L True,s -‘:

A f‘*ﬁmd 24. 8
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iw Son of Man is passing, bv the way mdmncd for him, yet
alas for that man by whom he is being betrayed 1”
Then they began questxomns: one another w!m,h of them 1t
could be that was going to do this.
The pignity A\nd a dispute arose among them as to which
of Service. of them wr asto be regarded as the greatest. . Jesus,
however, said : ; -

“The kings of the (xcntxk‘ lord it over them, and their
appressors are styled ¢ Benefactors.,” But with vou it must
ot be so. No, let the greatest among you bhecome like the
voungest, and h:m who leads like him who serves,  Which iy
the greater master at the table or his servant? s
tot it the master at the table?  Yet I myself am among
vou as one who serves. You are the wmen who
have stood by me in my trials; and, just as my Father
has assigned me a Kingdom, 1 assign you places, so that
vou may eat and drmk at my table in my Kingdom, and
he seated upon twelve thrones as Judges of the twelve tribes of

Peter's Fail lsracl. Simon ! Stmon! instcn‘, Satan

foretold.  demanded leave to sift you all like wheat, but
I prayed for you, Simon, that vour faith should not fail.
And you, when you have returned to me, are to strengthen
vour Brothers.”

“ Master,” said Peter, *‘ with you I am ready to go both to
prison and to death.” |

““I tell you, Peter,” replied Jesus, *“ the cock will not crow
to-day till you have dmou ned all knowledge of me three tintes.”

Fhe. . Then he said to them all :
Endat  ‘When I sent you out as my Messengers,
Hand. - without either purse, or bag, or sandals, were
vou in need of dm’thm;, 7

“* No; nothing,” they answered.

“ Now, however,” he said, ““he who has a purse must take
it and his bag as well ; and he who has not must sell his cloak
«md buy a sword. 1*01 I tell you, that passage of Scrlpmrc
must be fulilled in me, which SAYS——

‘He was counted among the godless '

indeed, all that refers to me 1s finding its fulfibnent.”
‘s :\Imia:r ? they exclaimed, ¢look, here are two swords ! Ly
“Enough 1 suid Jesus.

Jesus Jesus then went out, and made his way as usual
on the Mount (0 the Mount of Ohlives, followed bs his  dis-
of Otives.  ciples.  And, when he reached the spo(, he said
to them @ : .
““ Pray that you may not fall into temptation.”

e .
1 Tsn 330 32,
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Then he withdrew 1baut a stone’s thr‘o“ , and knelt duwn cmd' gt
began to pray. L
 Father,” he said, ““if it is thy pleasure spare me this cu p;’ 4z
only, not my will but thine be done.” o
fl‘rcsenﬁ\; there appeared to him an angel from He&ven, whﬁ‘ 5
strengthened him. And, as his anguish became intense, h
prayed still more carnestly, while his sweat was like great
drops of blood falling on “the ground.] Then he rose from
pray ing, and came to the disciples and found them »Icepmw
for sorrow. .
“ Why are you asleep ?” he asked tha,m. ¢ Rise and pmg, ',,3,{7;
that vou may not fall into iu‘npt‘mm], .
he While he was still speaking, a crowd ap- 47
arvest of  peared in sight, led by the man called Judas,
Jesus.  who was one of the Twelve.  Judas dppm&dze .
}mus to kiss him ; on which Jesus said to him: e
‘judas, 1s it by ‘z kiss that you betray the Son of '\Lm 2R
But when those who were round Jesus saw what was going 0 4o
happen, they exclaimed @

“ Master, shall we use our swords?” .
And one of them struck the High Priest’s secvant and cut off - :
his right ear; on which Jesus "sdid “ Letmeat least dothis 7 s

and, touching his car, he healed the wound. Then, turning to
thi} Chief Priests and Officers in charge at the fmnpic and

Councillors, who had come for him, he said : -

“ Have vou come out, as if after a robber, with swords and

WS

-
3.

clubs?  When [ was with you day after day in the Temple 33
L ‘ourts, you did not lay hands on me ; but now your time hds L
come, and the power of Darkness.” o
Jesus Those who had taken Jesus prisoner took him 34
before the awiayintothe house of the High Priest.  Peter fol-
Migh Priest. Jowcd at a distance. But,when theyhad lit afirein = 33

the centre of the court-yard and had «1!1 sat down there, Peter
seated himself in the middle of them. Presently a maidservant 56
Peter disowns S4W him sitting near the blaze of the fire.  Fixing
~ Jesus.  hereves on him, she said :
“Why, this man was one of his companions !’
But Peter denied it, 57
“ 1 do not know him,” he replied.

A little while afterwards some one else—a man—saw himand 33
W:l‘d :

““Why, vou are one of them ! ‘ ’“,
““No,” Pctu said, ‘1 am not.’ ' e
f’&baut an hour ldtm another man declared posltu'nlv : ey

“This man also was cartmnl} mth hnn. W h},, he '
Galilaean !”?

But Peter said : :“I do noi knmv what you are ape'kags,
about.” '
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Instantly, while he was still speaking, a cock crowed.
Master “iumcd and looked at Peter ; and Peter remembered
the words thatthe Master had said to him—*f }%‘vi}fom a cock has
crowed to-day, you will disown me three times” ; and he went
outside and wept bitterly,

The men that held Jesus kept making sport of him and
beating him. They blindfolded him and then questioned
him. E

“Now play the Prophet,”
struck yvou?”

And they heaped many other insults on him.

they said; **who was 1t that

Jesu At daybreak the National Council met—both
8 ;)
vefore the the Chief Priests and the Tedchers of the Law-—
Chief Priests. dﬂd took je:ws, before thur High Louuui.

It you are the Christ,” they said, ¢ tell us so.’

CIF T tell you,” replied Jesus, ”\“Qu will not believe me ;
and, il I question vou, you will not answer.

Almighty.”’
*CAre vou, mf:n the Son of God ? hu,

s true, » answered Jesus, ¢ I am,”
At this they exclaimed ;

““Why do xv«; want any more evidence ?  We
ourselves from his own lips !

all asked.

have heard it

Jeaus before s :
the Roman Dbofore Pilate.

And they began to accuse him ;
Ciovernor.

“This is 4 man whom we found misleading our
people, preventing them from paying taxes to the Emperor, and
m zgw out that he himself is ¢ (Jn‘zst, a King.'”
CAre you t iw King of the Jews ? ” Pilate asked hin.

FOIt s true,’ u,phed Jesus.
But Piate, turning to the Chief Priests and the people, mid :

““ 1 do not see anything to find fault with in this man.”
But they insisted :

* He iy stirving up the pwpk by hm teaching all ihmugl
Judaea; he began with Galilee and has now come here.”
Hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilaean ; and,

having satist ied himself that Jesus came under Herod’s juris:

157
And the.

But from ihl’s'
hour ‘the ‘wu of Man will be scated on the right hand of God

Then they all rose in a body and led jwu‘s;
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diction, he sent hint to Herod, who also was at Jerusalem atthe

Jesus before UME.

Herod.  ceedingly pleased, for he had been wanting to sec
him for a long time, haxmsz heard a great deal about him ; and
hewas hoping to see some sign given by him. = So he questioned
him at some length, but Jesus made 1o reply.
Chief Priests and the Teachers of the Law stood by and
vehemently accused bim.  And Herod, with his soldiers, treated
Jesus with scorn 5 he mocked him by throwing a gorgeous robe

9 Ps, 110013 Dan, 7. 13

When Herod saw Jesus, hewasex-

Meanwhile the
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round him, and then sent him back to Pilate. And

Herod and Pilate became friends that very day, for before
that there had been ill-will between them.

So Pilate summoned the Chief Priests, and the
aga‘i’:a,;‘:fom leading men, and the people, and said to them :

the Roman  ‘‘ Youbrought this man before me charged with

. Governor. . yjsleading the people; and yet, for my part,
though 1 examined him before you, I did not find this man
o blame for any of the things of which you accuse him; nor
did Herod cither; for he has sent him back to us. And,
as a fact, he has not done anyvthing dgsgrung death; so
[ shall hav ¢ him scourged, and then release him.”
But they began to shout as one man :

“ Kill this fellow, but release Barabbas for us.’
(Barabbas was a man who had been put in prison for a riot
that had broken out in the city and for murder.) Pilate, how-

ever, wanting to release Jesus, ¢ dled to them again; but they
kept calling out:

' Crucify, crucify him 1"
“ Why, wimi harm has this man done ?” Pilate said to them

for the third time. ‘1 have found nothing in him for which

he could be condemne d to death.  Sol will have him scourged,
and then release him.”

But they ps.:rsm,cd in loudly denmndmg his crucifixion; and
their clamour gained the day. Pilate decided that their
demand should be granted. He released the man who had
been put in prison for riot and murder, as they demanded, and
gave Jesus up to be dealt with as ihuy pleased.

The And, as they were leading Jesus away, they
Crucifixion Lud hold of Simon from Cyrene, who was on his
of Jesus. way in from the country, and they put the cross
on his shouldars tor him tocarry it behind Jesus. Therc
wis i great crowd of people following him, many being women
who were beating their breasts and Wdlhng for him. So jesus
twned and said to them :

“ Women of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children. Atime, I tell you, is coming,
when it will be said—¢ Happy are the women who are barren,
and those who have never borne children or nursed them !’
At that tume people will begin to say to the mountains ‘ Fall
on us,” and 1o the hills * Cover us.” If what you see is done
while the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
There were two othﬁ,rs, also, cmmmdls, led out to be e*{ﬁmumd
with Jesus,

When they had reauhed the place called * The Skull,’ thu‘
they crucified Jesus and the criminals, one on the rxght, and

£one on ihi, left.
30 Hos, 10, 8, 3L Ezek. zo. 47.
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{Then Jesus said :

YT 1the1, forgive them; they do not know what they are
doing.”
His clothes they divided among thun by casting lots. Mean-
while the people stood looking on.  Even the leading men said
with a sneer :

¢ He saved others, let him save himiself; if he is God's Christ,
his Chosen One.”
The soldiers, too, came up in mockery, bringing him common
wine, and saying as they did so:

“1f you are tlre King of the ,]w:s save vourself.”
Above hlm were the swords—

CTHIS 1S THE KING OF THIE JEWS.

The One of the criminals who were hanging beside
penitent ] esus railed at him.
Robber. “ Are not you the Christ? Save vourself and us,”

hie said.
But the other rebuked him.

““ Have not you,” he said, * any fear of God, now that you
are under the same sentence 2. And we justly so, for we are
only reaping our deserts, but this man has not done anything
wrong.  Jesus,” he wenton, ““ do not forget me when you ‘lma,

come to your Kingdom.”
And Jesus answ ercd :

““1 tell you, this very day you shall be with me in Paradise.”

The Death lt was ne n‘h mid- day, when a darkness came

ofdesus. over the whole (,mmtrv, lasting till three in ilm
afternoon, the sun being eclipsed ; and the Temple curtain‘w
torn down the middle.  Then ]mus with a k)ud cry, said :

“ Fatler, into thy hands 1 commtt my spirit,”

And with these words he expired. TheRoman Captain,

on seeing what had happened, pr aised God, exclaiming @
“This must have been a good man !

All the people who had collected to see the sight watched what

m curred, and then went home beating their breasts.  All
the friends of Jesus had been standing at a distance, with the

women who accompanied him from Galilee, w ate hing all this.

The Burial Now there was a man of the name of Joseph,
of Jesus.  who was a member of the Council, and who hme:t
good and upright character.  (This man had not assented to
the decision and action of the Lounul) He belonged to
Ramah, a town in Judaea, and lived in expectation ot the
Kingdom of God. He now went to see Pilate, and asked for
the body of Jesus ; and, when he had taken itdown, he wrapped
it in a linen aheet* clild laid him in a tomb cut out of stony,
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i which no one had }ct been buried. It was the Py St

paration Day, and just before the Sabbﬂth buz;an. L The 355

women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee follow ed, and
saw the tomb and how the bod} of Ja.sus was laid, and then. 56
went home, and prepared spices and perfumes. -

VI.—Tus Risex Lire.

e During the Sabbath they rested, as directed by
Resurrection the wmnumdmen{ But very early on the first 1 24
of Jesus. day of the week they went to the tomb, mkmq
with them the spices that they had prepared.  They found that >
the stone had been rolled away from the tomb ; and, on going 3
nto it, they could not find the bod} fofthe Lord ]vsus] While 4

they were at a loss to account for this, all at once two men
stoad beside them, in dazzling clothing.  But, when in their 5

fear the women bowed their faces to ti“u, ground, the men x{ud’f*ﬁ!r
Loy me .
“ Why are you looking among the dead for him who is
living 7 [He is not here ; “but he has risen.] Remember how 6
e spoke to vou before he left Galilee—how he said that the
Son of Man must be Ewtm\ ed into the hands of wicked men,
and be crucified, and rise again on the third day.”
Then they remembered ii}{: words of Jesus, and, on rciurnm“
from the tomb, they told all this to the Eleven and to all the
rest,  There were Mary of Magdala, and Joanna, and Mary,
the mother of James.  The other women, oo, spoke about thi:
to the Apostles.  What they said seemed to the Apostles mere
nonsense, and they did not “believe them. o
[But Peter got up and ran to the tomb.  Stooping down he 12
saw nothing but, the linen wrappings, and he went away,
wondering to himself at what had taken place. ]

Josus appears LU 11ppened that very day that two of the disci- 13
on the roaa ples were woing to a village called Emmaus,
to Emmaus. which was about seven miles from Jerusalem,
talking together, as they went, about all that had just taken 14
place. While they were talking about these things and 13
discussing them, Jesus himself came up and went on their
way with thx.rn* but their eycs were blinded so that ﬂmy 16
could not recognize him. : ' '
““What is this that you are saying to cach other as }Gu walk 17
along 27 Jesus asked.
They stopped, with sad looks on their faces, and then one of 18
them, whose name was Cleopas, said to Jesus : ;
““ Are you staying by yourself at Jerusalem, that you have
not heard of the thmgs that hay «Imppemd there within th
last few dd}S 2r ~ o ,
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What thm »s do you mean ? 7 asked Jesus.
g y

““ Why, about Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered, ** who in

the eyes of God and all the people, was a Pmphet, whose
power was felt in both his words and actions ; and how the

Chief Priests and our leading men gave him up to be

sentenced to death, and dfterw wrds crucitied him.  But we
were hoping that he was the Destined Deliverer of Israel;
ves, and besides all t.hn, it is now three days since these thmgs
occurred.  And what is more, some of the women among
us have greatly astonished us. They went to the tomb at
daybreak and, not finding the body of Jesus there, came and
told us that thm had seen a vision of angels w ho told them
that he was alive. So some of our number went to the tomb
and found every thms;‘ just as the women had said ; but they
did not see Jesus.”

Then Jesus said to them :

O foolish men, slow to accept all that the Prophets have
said ! Was not the Christ bound to Lli'Ide'Q'O this suffering
before entering upon his Glory 2
Then, beginning with Moses and all the Pmphets,he L\plmimd
to them all through the Scriptures the passages that referred
to himself. When they got near the \dl&ze to which
they were walking, Jesus appeared to be going further; but
they pressed hxm nut to do so.

““Stay with us,” they said, *“ for it is getting towards evening,
and the sun 1s 'xhe ady low."”

So Jesus went in to stay with them. After he had

taken his place at table with them, he took the bread
and said the blessing, and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him ; but he
disappeared from their sight.

‘““How our hearts glowed,” the dmupks said to each other,

““while he was talking to us on the road, and when he ex-
plained the Scriptures to us!”

Then they immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem,
where they found the Eleven and their C‘ompamons all together,
who told them that the Master had really risen, and had
appeared to Simon.  So they also related what had happened

during their walk, and how {he had xqummd Jesus at the

Breaking of the Bread.
app:::::uthejesus himself stood amdhy them, [and said
Aposties. ¢ Pogce be with vou.”] In their terror and alarm
they thought they saw a spirit, but Jesus said to them :
“Why are you so startled? and w hy do doubts arise in
vour minds? ~Look at my hands and my feet, and you will
know that itis I. Fecl me, and look at me, for a spirit has not
flesh and bones, as you see that 1 have.”
[After saying this he sho“ e:*d them his hands dild his feet.]
Gl

While they were still mlkmg qhout these things,

29
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While they were stlll unable to beheue it all for very je\;

‘“ Have you anything here to eat ? ”
They handed him a piece of broiled fish, and he took 1t and
ate it before their eyes.

““ This is what I told you,” he said, * when I was atxll 'Wlth

you—that everything that had been written about me in

the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psa]ms, must be
fulfilled.”

Then he enabled them to understand the meaning of thevv:'

Scriptures, saying to them:

““Scripture says that the Christ should suffer, and th at
he should rise again from the dead on the third day, and that

repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed on his

authority to all the nations—beginning at Jerusalem. You .
vourselves are to be witnesses to all this. And now I am my-
self about to send upon you that which my Father has
promised. But you must remain in the city until you have,;{;;j

been invested with power from above.”

Jesus

ascends to and there raised his hands and blessed them. As
Heaven.  he was in the act of blessing them, he left them
|and was carried up into Heaven.] They [bowed to the ground
before him and] returned to Jerusalem. full of joy; and they o

were constantly in the Temple Ceurts, blessing God.

8l 2 Kings 2. 11,
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and were Wondermg if it were true, Jesus said to them: = ; -
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After this, Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, -




